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Scatters Dem

BY EDWARD M, RUDD

GREENSBORO=--During a heavy downpour, 50 young
Negroes who wanted to march on the Hale County Court-

house sang and splashed

behind a police barricade.

An hour before, the police had chased the same young-
sters back from the barricade with blasts from their

tear gas guns,

That’s the way it goes during demonstrations in Greensboro, because nobody stays

mad at anybody very long,

On Monday morning, when the young demonstrators firstlined up to march, tension
was high, They wanted to go down to the courthouse to protest the July 17 burning of

two Negro churches,

On July 16, five men wearing signs advertising a Ku Klux Klan rally had attacked
many of the same demonstrators on the steps of the courthouse,

There were rumors Monday that the Klan would be waiting for the demonstrators
again, The white people in town had heard other rumors--that the Negroes were going

to tip over cars in their march,

The march began atSt, Matthews A ,M,E, Church, It was led by two Negroes mount-

ed on horses,
tacked,

The horsemen were supposed to protect the marchers if anyone at-

The column of Negroes stopped at the barricade at the end of the street, where the
Rev, Arthur Days, chairman of the Hale County Improvement Association, stepped

forward to talk to the police,

¢“We want to march peacefully to the courthouse, We mean no violence, We love

you,” he said,

On the other side of the barrier wasa policeman, Eugene Hollis, who wanted to keep
people from getting mad as much as Rev, Days did,

“We will not let you march down Main Street for your own protection,’” he said,
“Please march where you have a permit,””
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Nobody wanted violence, so the demon~
strators stayed where they were,

At 11 a,m,, after two hours of peaceful
singing, an excited young Negro suddenly
stood up on top of the barricade,

«“We will give the police two hours be-
fore we runoverthisbarrier,’” he shouted,

No one had given him permission to make

such a statement, The leaders of the Hale
County Improvement Association rushed
back to the Rev, Days’ house to discuss
how to handle the situation,

Albert Turner, an SCLC leader, advised
them to “love that barrier down,’?

They finally decided not tobreak through
the barricade,

TR RN

But nobody told Officer Hollis of this
decision, After an hour andahalf of wait-
ing,-he moved toward the barricade with
his men, They were armed with gas bombs
and gas masks,

It was a half-hearted advance, Hollis
gave the Negroes a three-minute warning,
The Negroes started to pray,

onstrators in Greensboro

> T—

Without wajting a full three minutes, one
of the police set a smoking gas cannister
down on the street corner, It was ten feet
away from the demonstrators,and the wind
blew the gas back over the police,

Then, while some white bystanders
shouted ““Go get ’em,”’ the police starting

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)
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Civil Rights Lawyers, Doctors Leave;

SCOPE Workers in Mobile Go Home
LCDC,MCHR Pull Out

Mystery Surrounds
SCOPE Departure

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--Less than a month ago the
SCOPE workers who came into Mobile
County this summer were organizing a
march on the ceurthouse,

Now the workers are gone and themarch
has been called off.

The march--to protest voter registra-
tion practice here--would have been the
first civil rights demonstration in Mobile’s
history¢

Final plans were supposed tobe made in
a mass meeting the night before the big de-
monstration,

Instead, the people at the- meeting-«
mostly youngsters--were told tlie SCOPE
workers had left town that afternoon, The
march was postponed indefinitely,

Now SCOPE’s voter registration pro-
ject, crippled by the loss of its chief wor-
kers, has to be completely reorganized,

There are as many explanations for this
turn of events as there are factions in
Mobile’s civil rights movement, But
everyone agrees on one thing:

Shortly before the fatal mass meeting,
the SCOPE workers met with an SCLC of-
ficial from Atlanta and the Rev, A, Robert
Ray, director of the Mobile County Move-
ment, SCLC’s affiliate here,

After this meeting, the SCOPE workers
left Mobile, probably never to return,

But beyond this simple fact, opinions
differ greatly,

Some people say the workers decidedto
leave because they were discouraged by
disagreements with local leaders,

Others say the workers really had no
choice, One of the SCOPE boys was re-
portedly ¢‘all red and purple in the face’
after the meeting with Mr, Ray, He was
heard to say his life was in danger and all

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

Things Are Quiet
In Montgomery

MONTGOMERY--A sign in a local civil
rights office announces that ¢“Montgomery
is on the move,”” It was painted four
months ago, when the city seemed to be
popping with civil rights activity,

Today that sign seems hopelessly out of
date, Civil rights leaders here seem to
have accepted the needfor gradual change,

The NAACP, for example, had planneda
massive voter-registration campaign in
Montgomery this summer, Three Nor-
thern volunteers arrived here in late June,
and more were expected to follow,

But the Mongomery Board of Registrars
held no registration days during July, and
‘only one general registration day is plan-
ned for August, Given little to do by the
NAACP, the last of the three volunteers
left here this week, No replacements are
expected,

Similarly, SNCC’s three-man perman-
ent staff has been reduced to one,

At one time SNCC had planned a large
voter-registration campaign, but the wor-
kers soon became concerned with other
issues,

«people started to bring us problems
which we df@t expect,”” explained Fred
Meely, a SNCC field secretary, ‘“Manyof
them concerned jobs,’?

Also, Meely pointed out, ‘‘there are se-
veral local organizations in Montgomery
that have done a great deal for the Negro
community,””

As a result, it is difficult for a group like
SNCC to start a project without the sup-
port of organiZations like the Montgomery
Improvement Association (MIA), he said,

BY GEOFFREY COWAN

MONTGOMERY--About a week ago, a
moving van drove up to a small office on
High Street in Montgomery,

Within a few minutes the driver hadfil-
led the vanwith twodesks andafew chairs,
He left the office empty,

The office had been set up only a month
before by Northern lawyers, They had
hoped to give legal help to the civil rights
movement in Alabama,

Now they were leaving the state, Their
reason was simple, They were given too

~ little work to do,

The lawyers were not the only group to

Flowers Tells
Dems to Rebuild

MONTGOMERY--Amid cheers and ap-
plause, Attgrney General Richmond M,
Flowers Stnday asked a largely Negro
audience to help rebuild the Democratic
Party of Alabama,

¢ The Democratic Party in Alabama dur-
ing the last election sustained a crushing
defeat,”” Flowers said,- ‘The opposition
has been very successful in taking the race
question and fanning it to a white heat,
making it the only issue of the day,

‘“Blinded by this issue, our people have
completely forgotten the benefits they
gained through the Democratic Party,’’

Among these benefits, Flowers said,are
Social Security, the Federal Housing Ad-
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Neg

leave Montgomery, Three days later they
were followed by a committee of doctors,
who also found too little to do in Mont-
gomery, The doctors aremovingtoSema,

The doctors and lawyers seem to have
left for similar reasons, The civil rights
movement in Alabama has not been as ex-
plosive as they expected,

Civil rights groups have spent most of
their time registering voters rather than
leading demonstrations,

“In May Reverend (James) Bevel told us
that there were going tobedemonstrations
and thousands of people in the streets,”
said Dr, June Feiner, Southern coordina-
tor of the Medical Committee for Human
Rights,

The Medical Committee believes that the
presence of doctors gives confidence to
demonstrators who are afraid of being
clubbed orbeaten, Expecting large demon-
strations, the Committee set up an office
in Montgomery,

But there havebeenvery fewdemonstra-
tions so far this summer, As aresult,
the doctors have spent most of their time
teaching people how to recognize their
diseases, where to go for medical treat-
ment and how to apply first aid,

Such information is needed more in
rural communities than in the cities, ac-
coxding to Dr, Feiner, Sothedoctorshave
moved from Montgomery to Selma,

The lawyers left the state for a similar
reason, according to Bruce Rogow, Ala-
hama staff counsel of the Lawyers?’ Consti-
tutional Defense Committee (LCDC),

“A number of civil rights groups asked
us to come in,’” he said, ‘‘I assumed that
there would be a lot of arrests and demon-
strations,’?

Rogow explained that most of thelawyers?
work in the civil rights movement relates
to demonstrations,

Either a lawyer tries to stop the police
from preventing a demonstration, or he
tries to assist demonstrators who arear-
rested,

So LCDC --which has its central office
in Jackson, Miss,--set up a Montgomery
branch,

“But we finally decided,’”” Rogow said,
“hat 1t wasn’t worth the expense of waiting
for something to happen,’” On Saturday
morning the lawyers returned to Jackson,

The Alabama staff of LCDC included
five lawyers, one law student anda secre-
tary. Now not even the office furniture
remains,

B&P LEAGUE MEMBERS BREAK GROUND FOR NEW SUPERMARKET

Bepipd she Scenes
Police, Officials

Pooled Efforts
To Keep Peace

TUSKEGEE--Tuskegee leaders joined
efforts to provide a stable atmosphere for
last Sunday’s church integration attempt,

Representatives from city and state
Methodist organizations, from city, county
and state law enforcement agencies, from
Tuskegee Institute, and from the federal
Community Relations Service negotiated
Friday and Saturday to make sure the vio-
lence of July 18 would not be repeated,

An open conflict developed at Tuskegee
Institute over whether students involved
in the college’s Summer Education Pro-
gram (SEP) had the right to demonstrate,

As a result of the dispute, Dean Ber-
trand Phillips resigned early Sunday from
his post as SEP program coordinator, He
withdrew his resignation Monday, how-
ever,

Phillips’ decisiontoquitcameafter sev-
eral SEP students said they would parti-
cipate in the TIAL demonstration,

In a Saturday morning SEP meeting,
Phillips said he would fire them from the
program if they did so,

Before the demonstration Sunday,Insti-
tute President L,H. Foster’s’executive
committee met andoverruled Phillips’ de-
cision,

Phillips resigned after that meeting,

Foster later announced that the issue
was ‘just a misunderstanding,’’

“Tuskegee Institute has never denied
students or faculty anything in the way of
individual rights or academic freedom,”
Foster said, *This will continue to beits
policy,”?

Late Saturday afternoon, members of the
Tuskegee Methodist Church met withBis-
hop Kenneth W, Goodson of Birmingham,
Methodist District Superintendent Wilbur
Walton, and two members of the com-
munity Relations Service, to discusss the
church’s plan topresent a public statement
on Sunday,

¢“We discussed with them the spirit the
statement shouldbe madein,?’ Walton said,

“The Tuskegee church is very strong,
and has manifested wonderful spiritin this
matter,” o

Bishop Goodson said, ¢ The official Dis-
cipline of the national Methodist bod:
states that the church should be open to
all who wish to attend,”?

He added, ¢ The situation in Tuskegeeis
one that will be dealtwithover the years,”?

Before Sunday’s demonstration, police
officials met with Tuskegee Public Safety
Director Alton Taylor and with represen-
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BY EDWARD M, RUDD

SELMA--Selma’s first Negro-owned
supermarket will be open for business
Sept, 15, If the supermarket isa success,
there may be a Negro shopping center in
Selma before too long,

“And I can’t see anything but success
for it,”” said Edwin Moss, a member of
the board of directors of the new B&P Su-
permarket, He said that a clothing store
will be next if the supermarket works out,

The B&P is the first business venture
of the Business and Professional League of
Selma, The League is an organization of
Negro businessmen and professional men,
formed five months ago ‘to get the things
Negroes need and want,’’

One thing Negroes in Selma wantisem-
ployment, Besides offering its own good
jobs, the B&P will “open the way for bet-
ter jobs” in otherSelmastores,according
to Moss,

Moss said that Selma merchants should
become more*lenient’’ in hiring when they
have to compete withthe new supermarket,

BAFFLED WHITES CONTEMPLATE DEMONSTRATORS

Fourth Integration Attempt
Fails at Tuskegee Church

BY PETER WESTOVER

TUSKEGEE--More than 100 demonstra-
tors tried the doors of Tuskegee’s Metho-
dist Church again this week, this time
under heavy police guard,

The church answeredthedemonstratofs
with a formal request that they ¢leave

church property,”’
Workers

Selma Coke
Vote on Union Aug. 18

SELMA--With the help of civil rights
workers, a union is being organized at a
Coca-Cola bottling company here for more
than 50 white and Negro emplyees,

A meeting Tuesdaybetween representa-
tives of the new union, the company and
the National Labor Relations Board set
Aug, 18 for an election, If a majority of
workers vote for the union, the company
must accept it, according to federal law,

Willie Fuller, leader of the u'nlon, said
the men wanted to get $1,25 an hour and
work 40 hours every week, Right now,
the men make $32 a week and work 50
hours,

“] just don’t see how a man with seven
children can survive on take home pay of
$29.66," Fuller said,

¢This new interest in unions was caused
by the March,” explained Henry Jenkins,
an organizer for the Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store Union, ¢It has drawn
people together to work on their prob-
lems,””

Negroes in Selma are now boycotting
downtown stores, inadrive for better jobs,

“We are hoping to do business with Sel-
ma businessmen,’”’ said Moss, ‘“Because
we live in Selma and the B&P is a Selma
business,’?

The new supermarket willnotdiscrimi-
nate against any customers or employees,
said Moss, ry

“We are just going to have a supermar-
ket to sell food,” he said,

Managers of existing supermarkets are
uncertain how much food the B& P will sell
or how much Negro business they will lose
“to the new supermarket,

““You can open a hole inthe wall and you
can do some business,’”” said WarrenRos-
borough, manager of the Big Bear Super-
market,

Rosborough said a fourth of his business
comes from Negroes, but he doesn’t think
the new supermarket will hurt his busi-
ness,

““Deep down you wish them a lot of luck,
but ’'m going to bewondering whatI can do
to improve my own business,?’

The integrated group wastold, ‘Your
attendance here at this time will harm hu-
man relations in this city,””

There was no violence,

About half the group left after church
steward Max Smith read the official state-
ment, A large crowd of local whites and
Negroes watched the remaining 30 demon-
strators as they sang and prayed on the
church walk for more than an hour,

The demonstration was the fourth led by
the Tuskegee Institute Advancement Lea-
gue (TIAL) in recent weeks,

Church officials declined to sign a war-
rant for the demonstrators’ removal, al-
though TIAL member Sam Younge had said,
‘““We will remain here until we are arrest-
ed or until the service is over,”

Alton Taylor, Tuskegee director of pub-
lic safety, coordinated officers in eight city
and county patrol cars in keeping order
among the onlookers and directing traffic,

Agents of the FBI uand the Alabama
Bureau of Investigation were also present,
State troopers outside the city limits were
reportedly ‘“ready with enough tear gasto
wipe out the whole town,”’

‘“We took every precautionary methodat
our command,’ Taylor said, ‘“and we will
continue to make every effort to enforce
the laws of the city impartially,”’

At one point police moved through the
crowvd collecting Coke bottles from hoth
Negro and white bystanders,

A Tuskegee citizen remarked:

¢These students are sadly misinformed
in exploring an area where they will get
absolutely no legal protection,’’

Many of the students who left feared
that they would be arrested if they stayed
on private property,

““We are aware we have no legal right
to attend the church,’”” TIAL head George
Ware noted, ‘“but we will continue to de-
mand our moral right,”’

New Party Begun

JACKSON,Miss,-- About 100 whites and
27 Negroes have formed the Mississippi
Democratic Conference, a group support-
ing President Johnson and the national
Democratic Party,

There are already two groups 1nMissi-
ssippi that claim to represent the nation-
al party -- the regular state organization
which has been openly critical of Johnson
on civil rights and other issues, and the
Freedom Democratic Party, an almost
entirely Negro group,

The NAACP and the Mississippi Labor
Council (AFL-CIO) took the lead in forming
the MDC,

Claude Ramsay, president of the Labor
Council, explained the birth of the new
Mississippi group: ¢“A lot of people are
tired of bigotry, And we’ve got the top-
flight Negroes in with us too,””
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Public Health Is Il

The State Department of Health is slowly fading out of
existence. At present only one doctor in the entire de-
partment is under 60 years of age, and programs to re-
cruit younger staff members at the present salarieshave
been disastrous.

Due to a lack of funds, the department has already had
to closeits branch laboratory in Selma. That lab was used
to perform health checkson water and milk. Now the work
must be done in the mainlabin Montgomery-~but this lab
also is short on trained staff,

The department has been unable to finance its branch
laboratories in Huntsville and Dothan,andthese too would
have been closed without support of local funds.

At present there are only 21 health officers to service
all 67 counties in our state. Infact 13 counties do not
even have regular officers assigned to them.

The department also needs adirector of public nursing,
a new shell-fish checking station on the Gulf Coast, two
narcotics inspectors, four engineers--but it can afford
none of these.

Other public health agencies are in trouble. The
Bryce and Partlow mental hospitals in Tuscaloosa, and
the Searcy mental institution in Mount Vernon receive
‘‘the second lowest appropriation in the nation,?’ accor-
ding to the Birmingham News,

These hospitals must operate on only $3 per day per
patient. The hospitals are understaffed, overcrowded
and unable to use modern equipment and techniques be-
cause of lack of funds.

In November of last yearDr.IraL. Myers, state health
officer, asked the Medical Association of the State of Ala-
bama to support an additional $2 million appropriationfor
the state’s medical programs, By April the MASA agreed
to support Myers’ proposal, but Gov. George C. Wallace
allocated only an additional $500,000,

Finally the doctors introduced their ownbill inthe leg-
islature--H.B. 874. This measure would provide for a
one-cent tax on each pack of cigarettes. The estimated
$2.5 million raised from the tax each year would be ear-
marked for health purposes.

Whether or not the cigarette tax becomes law, our
health department must be given some new source of re-
venue. As Alabama continues to industrialize and grow,
the department will have to grow also to handle new health
problems.

Water and air pollution, for example, will be an in-
creased hazard to the public welfare. And an increasing
population demands morepreventive medicine than ever.

If these programs are ever going to exist, according
to Dr. Myers, ‘‘...we need twice as many physicians
trained in public health, twice as many public health
nurses, and a minimum of twice as many sanitary engi-
neers.,..’”’

At present, the health department just doesn’t have the
money to hire these people.

\Lal Opini

The U.S. and the World

LBJ Announces
New Steps For
War in Vietnam

BY ANNIE BUXTON

Worried about her son in Vietnam, a
woman in McNeil, Ark,, wrote to Presi-
dent Johnson, She told him that the Viet-
namese war is *“just something that I
don’t understand,,..””

The president read her letter at thebe-
ginning of his press conference Wednes-
day, and then set out to explain the war,

But when he was through talking, many
people did not think, ¢ Now I understand,’’
They thought, ¢“The draft is being doubled
and we are sending 50,000 more men to
Vietnam,”

How do we understand the war? Is it
understanding to know that the 15,000 men
of the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., are packing their 400 helicop-
ters and heading overseas?

Numbers don’t explain a war, Theytell
us how it’s going,

According to Johnson, it has been the
¢“solemn pledge’ of the United States un-
der Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, and
now Johnson himself that we will fight to
stop the Communist Chinese from taking
over all of Asia,

He said he hoped we can convince the
Communists with a show of strength that
¢“we can not be defeated by force of arms
or power alone,”’

This is our pledge andour hope, and this
people can understand, But to whom have
we made this pledge” And what does it
mean?

Our pledge was not made to the people
of South Vietnam, It was made to the
government in Saigon,

Saigon is the capital of South Vietnam,
and for the last tenyears we have supported
the governments that have been in power
there, There are 15 roads that lead into
the city, and right now only one is safe for
travel,

Perhaps we are fighting tokeep the traf-
fic moving along this road to Saigon, May-
be we think thataslongas our soldiers and
trucks keep moving, it is still possible
that some day the South Vietnamese can
run their own country,

If that ever happens, perhaps the country
will no longer be overrun by Communist
Chinese from the north or by American
soldiers from overseas,

New Demonstrations Would Be Tragic

BY JAMES H, WHITE Thus, as affairs now stand, the city of

Birmingham is willing to go half way to-
wards getting Negroes on the policeforce,
by applying existing laws and regulations
impartially, But itisunwilling totake fur-
ther steps, such as changing laws or low-
ering standards,

The’ choice that Birmingham’s Negro
leadership faces is whether to attempt to

BIRMINGHAM--Rumors are circulating
in this town that when the July rains stop
the Rev, Martin Luther King will pay a
visit to see what he can do about getting
some Negroes on the police force and in
the fire department,

Some say that this willmean large-scale
demonstrations like the ones in the spring
of 1963, This would be tragic,

It is a sad fact that Birmingham does not
have a single Negro policeman, This is
largely due to a persistent pattern of dis-
crimination over the years, which has not
only kept Negroes off the force in the past,
but makes them reluctant to attempt to
join now,

And though city officials have said that
integration of the force is desirablefor all
concerned, they have taken no really sig-
mficant steps toward that end, Clearly,
some sort of action 1s overdue,

A demonstration, however, is notappro-
priate in these circumstances, There is
no clear proof that the city is now dis-

_crtminating against Negro applicants,

Indeed, Mayor Albert Boutwell appears
eager to appoint a number of Negroes to
the police force, if only some would take
and pass the civil service examination,
But the number 6t Negro applicants inre-
cent months has not been large, and none
has passed the test,

change the city’s attitude, by demonstra-
ting, or to try again to work with existing

No discrimination in test grading canbe
proved, The procedures for grading the
objective test are carefully arianged to
prevent discrimination, and applicantsare
allowed to review their tests after they
have been graded,

The tests themselves can be criticized
on the grounds that they are too difficult
or poorly drawn, Mayor Boutwell has ap-
pointed a bi-racial committee of educators
to study this question,

It is doubtful, however, that the test will
be changed in the near future, as the civil
service board is an independent body,
jealous of its prerogatives,

conditions,
A demonstration has little chance of suc-

cess, Demonstrations conducted by Mr,
King have been effective inonly twoof five
instances, Protests in Birmingham and
Selma, where ¢Bull”’ Connor and George
Wallace performed as patsies, were suc-
cessful; thoseinDanville, Va,; Albany,Ga.;
and St, Augustine, Fla,, were not,

Where Mr, King has been met with stu-
pidity as well as cruelty he has succeeded,
If he returns to Birmingham today, he will
meet intelligent and largely humane lead-
ership, These will deny him the publicity
so important to the success of the civil

rights demonstrations,

Moreover, even where they have been
successful, demonstrations have not re-
sulted in the solution to local problems at
the local level, but rather innational legi-
slation, Little progress was made in Bir-
mingham after the demonstrations of 1963
until the passage of the Civil Rights Actof
1964,

Finally, demonstrations are successful
only after greatexpendituresof money, ef-
fort, and lives, To justify this expense,the
issues must be truly important, and other
modes of resolving them clearly absent,
To demonstrate when there are other al-
ternatives is a sign of incompetence and
immaturity,

The best alternative to demonstrations
is to try again to locate and train Negro
applicants for the police force, but this
time on a grander scale than ever before,
Attempts to train applicants in the past,
have been hampered by the lack of funds
and qualified teachers,

Birmingham Negro leaders should ask
for a bi-racial committee to administer a
training program to qualify Negroes, not
only for jobs on the police force, but for
other positions as well,

The Chamber of Commere should be
asked to finance thecommittee, perhaps on
the scale of $5,000 or $10,000, Trained
teachers should be hired, Applicants
should be sought through interviews and
newspaper and radio publicity, Dactors

should be asked to check applicants for
physical qualifications,

Certainly, it may be the duty of the city
government to do all of this, but the fact
is that the city is not going to do it,

Even in cities like New York, there are
special private schools where applicants
are coached, Thus this proposal is by no
means unique, It canbe carried throughat
far less cost than a large demonstration,
and with greater success,

(James H, White lives in Birmingham, and
is a law student at Yale University,)

Civil Rights Roundup

King Leads 10,000 Chicago Marchers;

Williams

CHICAGO--The Rev,

hour.

Covering one and a half miles, the mar-
chers reached the corner of State and Mad-
ison=--the world’s busiestintersection=--at

5:30 p.m.

The marchers were demanding an end
to alleged segregationin Chicago’s schools
and housing. They claim that even though
Chicago has no segregationlaws, discrim=-

ination still exists,

Mr. King marched arm=-in-arm with the
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, anSCLC executive,

and Albert Raby, head of the
rights movement.

Over the weekend, Mr. King told more
than 20,000 people at 14 rallies that they
lived ““in one of the most segregated cities

in the nation,”’

‘“We may livedown South,’’ he told them,

¢“but you live up South,”’

He told Chicago Negroes thathe brought
greetings from their Southern brothers and
When he asked how many people
in the crowd were born in the South, about

sisters,

two-thirds wusually raised

Chicagocivil

their hands,

People came north to find freedom, Mr,

King said, but ‘‘we still are not free. It
is obvious that we are notfree inthe South,
But I have come to Chicago to remind you
that we are not free in Chicago.”’’

Mr. King urged the people to organize
and work together for their rights:

Farm Talk

Government Assists Farmers
With Conservation Projects

¢When I was a boy this soil was rich and
black as far down as you could dig, Now
there’s just a couple of inches of good top-
soil left--the rest’s all been washed and
blown away, :

¢] know we could save what’s*leftif I
planted a couple rows of trees, Bat1 don't
have time to be planting trees, And be-
sides, good seedlings cost money, andI’ve
got to save all I have to start the tobacco
for next year,..,”

““The cotton just eats up the soll, Every
year {t’s a little poorer--needs a little
more fertilizer, If I could leave it to pas-
ture for a year or two, it would be fine a-
gain,

¢«But i I don’t plant my cottonnextsum-
mer, where’ll I get the cash to pay my
rent and feed my family?,,.”

Millions of farmers know that they could
raise a bigger and better crop if only there
weren’t so much waste,

They know they could use their wasted
pastures if they could get water to them,
They know that the soil wouldn’t have to
get worse every year if they could prevent
erosion,

But projects to conserve soil and water
are expensive, even though they will save
money in the long run,

And every year, when it comes down to
a choice between asking for amother big
loan or waiting until next year to terrace
the hill or dig irrigation ditches, it’s too
easy for farmers to say, “I'll get around
to that next year,”

The AgriculturalConservation Program
(ACP) isafederalprogram to help farmers
with conservation projects they couldn’t
afford if they had to pay the whole cost,

In every county, the ASCS (Agricultural
Stabilization Conservation Service) office
is in charge of bringing this program to
farmers who want help with conservation,

A farmer who has an idea for a project

should file a request for aid withthe ASCS
county committee,

The committee will pxjopa_bly talk over
the project with the farmer, It will give
him advice about thebest kind of conserva-
tion project for his farm, Itwill set stan-
dards that his project must meet in order
to qualify for government money,

Once the project has been approved, help
will come in one of two ways:

1, Thefarmer may pay for the whole pro-
ject and thengive his bill to the ASCS coun-
ty committee, He will be paidbackfor the
government’s share of the cost,

2, Or the farmer may receive direct
help from the government, He may re-
ceive material such asseed, trees or min-
erals, Or he may receiveaservice--such
as earth-moving or tree-planting,

TUSKEGEE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
tatives of Tuskegee Institute, to insuread-
equate protection for the town,

Taylor said afterward, ‘‘We found no po-
tential trouble spots anywhere exceptat the
church, and we certainly had enough men
there to keep things quiet,’’

“In a situation such as we had here,’”
he concluded, “good communication is the
most important thing, and we had the co-
operation of everyone in getting that good
communication,”’

In every county the windand the rain and
the soil and the shape of thelandare a lit-
tle different, And so in every county con-
servation projects must be a little differ-
ent,

These are some conservation projects
the ACP has sponsored: -

TERRACING, Plowing andplanting with
the curve of theland toprevent soil erosion
by ¢¢runoff,’*

STRIPCROPPING, Alteration of crops
so the water can be absorbed better by the
soil and wind erosion can be stopped,

The Legislature

Pollution Laws

BY GEOFFREY COWAN

MONTGOMERY--One morning this week
the Fish and Game Division of the State
Conservation Department got a telephone
call from a land-owner in Reeltown, 20
miles west of Auburn,

He reported that he had found a large
fish kill on the Saugahatchee Creek where
it crosses Highway 49,

A similar kill had occurred in thesame
area in 1951, I,B, Byrd, chief biologist
of the fishery section, said the cause of
death this time seemed to be the same
as it was 10 years ago: water pollution,
And he suspected the same killer--a tex-
tile mill near Opelika,

The fish kill points up the state’s need
for an effective water pollution bill, Byrd
said,

No one at the capital these days doubts
the need for a water pollution bill, The
controversy here is over whichof twopro-
posed bills would be best for Alabama,

Not surprisingly, industry has usually
been against strong anti-pollution con-
trols,

Large industries often leave poisonous
wastes In the streams, or reduce the a-
mount of oxygen in the water, In most
cases these industries would have to pay
for pollution controls,

A bill sponsored by the Alabama Wild-
life Federation has already passed the
state House, But it is currently tiedup in
the Senate HealthCommittee, whichis also
considering another anti-pollution bill,

The House-passed bill has some teeth in
it, but many state industrialists think {tis
unfair, The industrialists would have to
provide sediment basins, chemical treat-
ments or coal filters to reduce pollution,
and they shudder at the expense,

Therefore, industry favors a Water
Commission Bill which would give power
to a commission top-heavy with industrial-
ists,

Industry’s bill contains unclear language
that would almost certainly causeyears of
delay while courts interpret it, Further-
more, where the House bill allows a maxi-
mum of six years for compliance, the
Water Commission Bill would permit in-
dustries to delay indefinitely,

Unhappily, it now seems possible that the
state won’t pass any pollution law at all
this session, This will be inviting yetan-
other form of federal intervention,

To some people in the game department,
that looks pretty fishy,

Predicts Southern Protests

Martin Luther
King Jr. led more than 10,000 marchers
through downtown Chicago in the first step
on his tour of Northern cities.

After a weekend of addressing street-
corner rallies in Chicago’s Negro neigh-
borhoods, Mr, King led the huge march at
the height of the Monday-evening rush

‘‘We will no longer trade our birthright
of freedom for a mess of segregated pot~
tage. We are through with segregationnow,
henceforth and forever more.’’

---ROBERT CORDELL

ATLANTA--Thousands of Negroes will demonstrate in the
streets unless the voting rights bill is passed quickly, Hosea
Williams, an SCLC official, warned recently,

“We cannot continue to hold the confidence of Negroes by
continuing to promise passage of a strong voter rights bill
which will relieve their suffering,’” said Williams, director of
SCLC’s SCOPE project,

Williams said thatgroups tryingto exer-
cise their civil rights had been arrested,
attacked and beaten recently,

He said Negro citizens in Gerogia, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi had written to
SCLC, demanding action against these in-
justices,

The voting rights bill is being held up
in Congress while the House and Senate
work out its final form,

---ELLEN LAKE

PHILADELPHIA--For more than 90
days, civil rights demonstrators have
been marching for integrauon outside the
big gate of all-white Girard College,

Girard is a school for 700 orphan boys,
The boys stay at the school from age 6 to
age 18, During that time they get every-
thing--room, board, clothes and educa-
tion--free,

The school has a beautiful, $1,600,00
marble church, a library with 80,000
books, big green lawns .tall trees and co-
lorful flower gardens,

But around all this is a stone wall, ten
feet high, There is only one gate,

Out side the wall are the crowded North
Philadelphia slums, where more than 500,

000 Negroes live, Many of these Negroes
are among the marchers protesting the
fact that Negro orphans cannot go to Gir-
ard,

A millionaire named Stephen Girard,
who got rich on t.he opium trade and kept
slaves until his death in 1831, gave the
money to Philadelphia to start the school,

His willdirected the city tobuilda school
for ¢poor, white, male orphans,””

The city administered the school until
1957, when the U,S, Supreme Court said
that since Girard was a public institution,
it had to admit Negroes,

To keep Negroes out, the city allowed
the school to name a private board of,
trustees,

Demonstrations against exclusion of Ne-
groes began May 1. They were organized
by the local NAACP branch and its out~
spoken president, Cecil Moore,

The trustees have argued that Girard’s
will should not »2 changed, If it is
changed, they say, then no one who makes
a will can be sure someone won’t tamper
with f{t,

But a civil rights spokesman said:

“Girard’s will must be broken, Segre-
gation can no longer be tolerated in the
City of Brotherly Love,”

=--CLAY MUSSELMAN

Mobile Pull-Out

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
the workers had better leave town before
sundown,

In letters written after their departure,
SCOPE workers said Mr, Ray was one big
reason they left,

‘““We left because we were scared,’’ one
letter concluded,

Mr, Ray said charges that he put the
workers?’ lives in danger were “alla bunch
of hogwash,"

“] don’t know a single member of the
Citizens Council,” he said, ¢Of course,
some of the white people who cooperate
with me may be members of the Citizens
{ l:-"ﬂt; or the Klan, but I don’t know that
they agg. ™

Some people think there was a struggle
for contol of the local movement,

One worker said:

“Some people are interested in civil
rights because it enhances their prestige.
If dogs’ rights would enhance their pres-
tige, then they’d be for dogs’ rights,’
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PAGE FOUR

Klan Threats, CORE Tactics

Silence Bogalusa Moderates

BY JOHN H, YOUNG

BOGALUSA--‘“Bogalusa has passed the point of no return., Before, a real concession
to Negroes would have halted demonstrations; nowif there’s any concession, the whites

blow up.’’

This opinion of a veteran newspaperman who lives in Bogalusa is shared by many
others who have observed this town’s racial crisis.
‘“These people would rather die than stand by and watch integration,’’ declares

another Bogalusan,

The Negro community has the same impression., ‘Those people mean business,”’
Robert Hicks, vice president of the Negro Bogalusa Voters League, recently told a
mass meeting, ‘‘They’re going to do anything to stop our progress,”’

““Those people’’ are the white extremists of Bogalusa. It has been estimated that
the city contains more Klansmen than any other city its size in the South, One writer
has termed Bogalusa Klansville, USA.,

There are other kinds of whites too. ¢‘It’s not like everyone here is a Klansman,”

said the newspaperman,

But in Bogalusa, the extremists havebe-
come the strongest voice inthe white com-
munity, Moderates are not heard,

The only sign of their presence is the
bumper stickers which have appeared on
several hundred cars, They bear athree
word plea; ¢I.aw and order,’’

Mayor Jesse (Cutrer is often thought of
as a moderate because he backs law and
order in a town where people of both races
seem to want trouble,

But the mayor has failed to produce a
moderate solution--or, indeed, any solu-
tion at all, Inayearanda half of meetings
with Negro leaders before the presentcri-
sis, he granted almost none of their de-
mands, Now the Negroes don’t trust him,
and are determined to force concessions
by demonstrations,

Today Mayor Cutrer might personally
be willing to give something to the Negroes,
He insists, however, that this is not the
time, that peace must be restored first,
For him, restoring peace means forcing
the Negroes to give in, “This impasse
will be broken when someone brings pres-
sure onCORE to stop the demonstrations,??
the mayor says, That is his only solution,

But keeping the peace and even halting
the demonstrations is no real solution to
Bogalusa’s racial problems, The militant
Negroes leading the Voters League are
determined to keep up pressure, one way
or another, until they get jobs, colored
policemen, and integrated publicfacilities,

Right now, Negroes are marching, pick-
eting downtown stores, and testing res-
taurants under heavy stateand city police
protection, But they want to be able to do
this without protection,

“Integration with three hundred police-
men standing guard is not integration,’
says A,Z,Young, president of the Voters
League.

Until white extremists are brought under
control by the moderate white community,
Negroes won’t be able to make any pro-
gress without protection, Somebody has to
set an example and enforce it,

So far nobody has,

why are the moderates so quiet? One
reason may be that they resent the out-
siders from CORE and the Negro tactics
more than they dislike Klan violence,

“No one likes to have something shoved
down his throat,”” explains one merchant,

Almost everyone in this close-knit com-
munity of 25,000 finds it easier to blame
an outsider for what goes on than to look
closer to home, Like the mayor, they
think that CORE is to blame for the whole
thing, that when CORE leaves, that will be
the end of it,

But a more powerful reasonfor the mod-
erates’ silence is fear of the Klan, The
Klan has issued a blanket threat against
anyone making concessions to the Negroes,
These threats are taken very seriously
by the white community,

“We’re losing business because of the
Negro boycott,”” one of the merchants ad-
mits, ¢‘Some of us are being hit pretty
hard, But do you know what would happen
if we hired Negroes? They’d blow the hell
out of us,”?

The Klan has already shown what stwlu
do, even to people who only speak Lut for
moderation, This January six white citi-
2ens of Bogalusa tried the first step of a
moderate solution to racial problems,
PHey invited an Arkansas authority onrace
relations to speak in Bogalusa before an
integratr ° udience,

The Klan responded by burning crosses
at the church where the meeting was tobe
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WHITE ONLOOKERS WATCH NEGRO MARCHLEtS

held and passing out leaflets,

¢¢Those who attend this meeting will be
tagged as integrationists and will be dealt
with accordingly by the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan,” the statement declared,

The meeting was called off,

Five of the six who planned the meeting
still live in Bogalusa, (The other, a
minister, left townsoonafter the cancelled
meeting,) Those who have continued to
speak out have gotten threats and harrass-
ment, One of the five has had several
crosses burned on his lawn and received
countless threats over the phone and in
person,

Another is Ralph Blumberg, owner and
operator of Radio Station WBOX in Boga-
lusa, Evicted from hisbuilding inthe city,
Blumberg still broadcasts from a trailer
parked in a field just outside of town, All

but four of his 70 sponsors have been
frightened off by Klan intimidation, Pas-
sing cars have fired at his transmitter,

One of Blumberg’s editorials, broadcast
in March, states his view of the dilemma
of Bogalusa moderates;

“This is a matter of law and order and
basic human decency, Law and order co-
vers more than just bombings, killings, and
riots, It also covers a man’s right to be
free of intimidation, There is nofreedom
of expression in Bogalusa today, Except
for a handful of people, no one, I repeat,
no one has stood up to this intimidation,?’

He is saying that whena violent minority
can intimidate all citiznes, black and white,
then it should concernall, not just theblack
minority,

It is everyone’s freedom, not just the
black man’s, that is at stake in Bogalusa,

..ﬂ.
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FREEDOM SONGS AT EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH IN BOGALUSA

Charles Sims Brings Iron Discipline,
Stout Purpose to Bogalusa Deacons

BY PHILIP P, ARDERY
BOGALUSA--Charles Sims looks like a grizzly bear.
He carries 200 pounds on his squat 5 foot 8 inch frame,
and sports a ridge of gray hair around the bald spot on
his head. He can look comical, but when his tough, no-
nonsense eyes are aimed at you, you don’t dare smile.
Sims is the head of the Bogalusa chapter of the Deacons
for Defense and Justice, an armed Negro defense organi-
zation which is spreading throughout the South, Their
purpose is to protect local Negroes and civilrights wor-
kers from the guns and blows of white supremacists.
Sims is reluctant to talk to outsiders about the Deacous, and the reasom is pretty
clear, They say that rumor always exaggerates fact; for the Daagans, the more exag-
geration the better,
“] don’t want nobody to know how big or how small we are,”” Sims growls, *It’s
the idea alone that cuts down a lot of the crap,”’

This doesn’t mean that the Deacons couldn’t be effective without the tales that have
grown up about them, Take away the rumors and you have a well«trained, disciplined

police force, It patrols the Negro neighborhoods and provides armed escort for civil
rights workers travelling into, out of, or across the hostile town,

Sims’ snarling exterior, like the Deacons’, is mostly for the benefit of the enemy,
But catch him after a march, when the tension lets up, and youw’l} get & glimpse of an-
other Charles Sims, Just when he’s puffed up in his most serious pose, the ladies
crowd around and tease him, until his toughness explodes in a great big belly laugh,

Deacons are businesslike on the job, or when they know yoa have your eye on them,
But mostly they’re just walking, talking, sometimes smiling people, the same as other
folks, For almost all of them, being a Deacon is only a part-time job,

Most of the men (Deacons must be 21 or older) have regular jubs, Many also work
with the Bogalusa Voters League, the local civil rights arganisation, But although
Sims is the financial secretary of the Voters League, he Irsists that the Deacons are
independent, Some belong to both, that’s all, he says,

Deacons aren’t always violent, They often march in demonstrations - but as Negro
citizens of Bogalusa, not as Deacons, ‘‘If it’s a nonviolent march, the Deacons who go
along are nonviolent just like everyone else,’” says Sims,

— 1 don’t approve of the Deacons myself,””
. ™ he adds, “but we have no chalce,*’

Although Stms feels that nonvioleace is
not enough, he 1s determined that the Dea-
cons will never take the offense, “Weare
the defensive team,’? he says,

“It’s ahard job, waiting till the other fel-
low shoots, but a Deacon never attacks, If
anyone broke the rules, we’d boot him out,
but this has never happened,”

“That’s why, damn it, everybody should
know that Austin wasn’t any member of this
organization,”” Sims adds angrily, Heis
referring to Henry Auséin, the 21-year-old
Negro arrested at a march here two weeks
ago for shooting a white heckler, Austin
reportedly told police he was a member of
the Deacons,

Mysterious Organisation

It takes an iron discipline, but the Dea-
cons have it, Bogalusa Negroes won’t talk
to outsiders about the mysterious organi-
2ation, “You’ll have to talk to Charles
Sims,” is all tbey'll say,

Sims says the Deacams’ discipline is
stranger than thatin thearmy,andyou have
to believe him, Watching the Deacons in
action, you don’t find any of the irrespon-
sible rebels that have splintered thefree-
dom movemeft in other places, All new
recruits are paired up with experienced
Deacons, uniil the newcomers prove they
are not hotheads,

The Deacons bavenoprablem recruiting
new members, 8ims says, 4Our problem
is turning them away,” He estimates that
he can muster more than 100 armed men
in 15 minutes day or aight,

Guns are brand new to the freedom
movement, born and raised onnonviolence,
But the ides of fighting back is spreading
fast, Sims figures that 30 chapters of the
Deacons have sprumg up across the South
since the first group was founded in Jones-
boro, La,, last summer,

Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, North
Carolina and South carolina are all re-
ported to burve Deacom chapters, Appareat-
ly, varjols geagpe 00 oaly leossly
‘boind ] 1S

Bogalusa® has the strongest and best-
known chapter because civil rights wor-
kers here need extraordinary protection,
and city police haven't provided it, Itwas
in February that Sims and others decided
the Bogalusa civil rights movement needed

CHARLES SMS

protection,

About 100 men volunteered to guard a
group of rights workers, Not long after-
wards they organized a Deacons chapter,

“We had our guns already,” Sims says,
I had three or four rifles, and twoor three
pistols, When everything broke loose, I
Just gave them away,”?

Bogalusa Deacons have twice engaged in
shooting skirmishes with whites,

Is Sims scared? His answer is simple;
¢“Why worry about dying when you ain’t
really lived?

“Whole Lot of Freedom™

«I’m fighting harder now then ever be-
fore,” Sims told a Jet reporter, “because
I've got something to fight for that the
average white mandoesn’t, I’ve never been
free before and I want a whole lot of free-
(bm."

While many people, including Martin Lu-
ther King, have criticized the Deacons’
violent approach, there is no doubt about
how the Negroes of Bogalusa feel about
the Deacons, Speaking to an overflow au-
dience in Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Bogalusa recently, A Z, Young, presiclent
of the Voters League declared: “If it
had not been for the Deacons, there would
pot be 20 people here tonight, The rest
would have been run out of town,””

¢ Amen!” roared the audience inappro-
val,

The introductionof guns into the freedom
movement might bring a lot of probleir.s,
however, Bogalusa’s Deacons are a well-
organized, disciplined group, doing a job
that must be done until police are able or
willing to do it,

But the guns may reach communities
without Bogalusa’s strong leadership and
restraint, The result could be a blood
bath which helped neither the Negroes nor
the cause of freedom, If that happens,

the movement may regret Bogalusa’sbold
experiment,

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN H, YOUNG



SW Georgia Workers

Disregard

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

ALBANY, Ga.--Bobble Lee Mathis lay
in a bed in Phoebe Putney Memorial Hos-
pital, surrounded by six plainly worried
civil rights workers,

The slight, 21-year-oldNegrosmiledas
he told what happened to him in southwest
Georgia’s newest hot spot--¢Bad Baker”’
County,

But his bravery didn’t conceal his fear
that his part in the civil rights movement
may be at an end,

‘“The doc’s telling me I may havea rup-
tured spleen--he can’t be sureif it’s com-
pletely split, If I get out, and get hit or
get over-excited, it could burst,” he said,

¢«¢But I have no intention of not partici-
pating in more demonstrations, As soon
as I get out of here, I’'m going back to
Baker,”?

Mathis said he was hurt last weekin the
first civil rights demonstration in Newton,
county seat of Baker County,

¢¢A couple of white guys ran across the
street and belted me in the stomach, 1
didn’t feel it until that night, in the mass
meeting, I gotdizzy,andthenlwas here,”’

But he said he wouldkeep on demonstra-
ting, no matter what:

¢J’ve been shook up a number of times,
I've been in a lot of tight spots, and I’ve
always made it,

¢This little thing isn’t going to be the
end of me, ’

‘“Before Iquitthe movement, whatever’s
wrong with my stomach’s going tokillme,
I believe in it that much,?’?

In a house on the other side of Albany,
Charles Sherrod, 28, spoke of the beating
that left his arm dangling uselessly at his
side:

¢“Something like this happened every
time we demonstrated, Every time, the
police were there,..every time,’?

A white man shattered a wooden cane
across Sherrod’s elbow, he said, while
city police, sheriff’s men and county offi-
cials looked on,

Sherrod, too, said he was going back to
Baker County,

In Newton, Negroes are trying togetthe
county to register voters every day, in-
stead of the present once a month,

The demonstrators say police have stood
by and watched as they were attacked by
white men,

Newton Police Chief James Holt ex-
plained:

“We have only three men on the force,
We try to break up any groups we see, but
we can’t be all over town at once, If they
want protection, they’ll have to make other
arrangements, This isn’t Albany, with 100

ymen on the force,”’

Chief Deputy Sheriff Ben Johnson, bro-
ther of Sheriff L, Warren Johnson, said
the marches weren’t his responsibility:

“The city takes care of the city,and the
sheriff looks after the county,’”’

Besides, he said, “we haven’t had any
trouble down here,’?

* * *

Meanwhile, innearby Americus, Ga, de-
monstrations continued in an efforttofree
four Negro women jailed for standing in
the ¢“white female’ voting line in last
week’s justice of the peace election, De-
monstrators demanded thatthe chargesbe
dropped,

Injuries

After a week of demonstrations, the U,S,
Justice Department filed a suit to stop
county officials from enforcing segrega=-
tion at the polls,

The suit also asked that “stepsbe taken
to release the women without a cashbond,
The Justice Department requested a’
speedy hearing on the suit,

The women, including Mrs, Mary F,
Bell, 24, the defeated candidate, refused
bond posted for them by the Americus
Merchants Association,

Their lawyer, C.B. King of Albany, said
the women decided it would be ¢‘an act of
supreme dishonesty’’ to accept the bond
from the white businessmen, since ¢ their
bondsmen and persecutors were indistin-
guishable,”

A bi-racial committee was to meet in
Americus this week to study the situation,

FREEDOM CENTER SIGN REFLECTS MRS, BELL’S ARREST
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“But I Love This County”

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

NEWTON, Ga,--Baker County (Ga,)
Chief Deputy Sheriff Ben Johnson dis-
cussed the recent marches on the county
courthouse and integration in general, in
an interview last week,

As he talked, he stood onhis front porch
and looked out at the red-brick courthouse
where the demonstrations had taken place,

Some of his remarks:

¢¢ There’s been no serious trouble here,,,
but we all wonder why they’re doing it,...

¢We havent ever had any trouble down
here, and I was born and raisedhere, I’'m
4] years old, I picked peanutsandworked
in the sawmill with colored people all my
life, and never had cross words with
them.,...

¢¢A coloredladycalled this morning, She
didn’t want us to think she was causin’
trouble, She said she was registered and
her daughter was registered, and they
didn’t want any trouble,

““We told ’em no, we didn’t have anything
against them.,.,.

¢(The leaders of the demonstrations)

don’t live in this county, Some of them,
you can’t find out where they work or any-
thiong,...They go from one county to an-
other, causing trouble,...

¢I been a policeman nine years, Inever
hit a white man, I never hita colored man,
1 don’t even have handcuffs,...

¢ There are colored people here I’ve sat
straddle the neck of--they’d ride me
around when I was a little boy, I don’t
like to see anyonecome infrom theoutside
and hurt our colored people,

] wouldn’t want white men to come here
and ram something down my throat,..

““One of the colored leaders told me,
‘We have what we wanted--good schools,
good teachers, good books, and we’re vo-
ting just like the white people’....

«All we want down here is peace with our
own people, colored or white,...

“A man that’s been in a war already--
he’d rather have peace than anjthing on
earth,.,. B

“A léd} called, She said she was going

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

How Bi-Racial Committees Are Working Out

Good Beginning in Demopolis

BY DAVID M, GORDON

DEMOPOLIS--Negro and white citizens
here have launched a bi-racial committee
to discuss the city’s race problems, Itis
one ofthefirstin Alabama’s Western Black
Belt,

The first meeting of the Demopolis Com-
munity Development Committee was held
July 21, ih what was described as ‘‘an at-
mosphere of real harmony and coopera-
tion,”?

The committee includes six Negro and
six white members, all private citizens,
It will meet once a month,

All the members seem determined to
make the committee an important source
of progress in a city which was ripped by
demonstrations earlier this year,

‘‘We’re very hopeful it maybetheway to
avolid further demonstrations, by providing
a meaus for each side to understand the
other,” said ClaytonRogers,a white mem-
ber of the committee,

“I'm going to try my hardest,”” said Jake
Williams, a Negro member, ‘‘because
things can’t happen overnight, Everything
takes a little time,’?

The committee grew out of demonstra-
tions here in April and May, The demon-
strations protested discrimination inedu-
cation, employment, and voter registra-
tion,

During the trouble, the city council tried
unsuccessfully to meet withNegro leaders
and discuss their demands,

Demopolis Mayor Ed Bailey recognized
problems involved in politicians’ discus-
sing racial problems freely, and asked
a group of interested bitsi.12s=.nen 1) iake
over where the politicians had failed,

Negro leaders in Demopolis appreciated
the change, ‘‘Businessmen have a more
exact way of approaching the problem,”
said Carl Jones, a Negro member of the
committee,

¢“The present white members of the
committee have very good intentions,’”
said Henry Haskins, Jr,, another Negro
member, ¢‘Someofthepoliticiansdidn’t,’?

Despite the ¢harmony’® of the first
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meeting, not all of the members agree on
how successful the committee will be in
providing concrete solutions to the city’s
problems,

¢] think some good is going to come out
of it,”” said Jerome Levy,a white member,
#tbecause there’s no problem that can’tbe
discussed,’”

Another white member, Rogers, wasn’t
so sure, ‘It may be more wishful thinking
than anything else,” he said,

On the Negro side, the members dis-
agree on how much influence the white
committee members will have with the
rest of the white community,

Jones said he felt they wouldbe very in-
fluential, but Haskins said:

¢ The white people in Demopolis aren’t
showing goodfaith,despite their represen-
tatives,??

The patience of the Negro community
may have been strained py recent events

The day after the committee’s first
meeting, the Demopolis Times printed a
new city council ordinance, which, among
other things, prohibited public assembly
in a churchwithouta permitfrom the coun-
cil,

Many local Negroes, feeling thattheor-
dinance was designed to stop civil rights
mass meetings, apparently linked it with
the bi-racial committee,

¢“Some of our people think we sold them
down the river,?” Haskins said,

But ata mass meeting heldMonday nigh*
without a permit, no arrests were made,

some brands
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Attempts in Camden
Stalled by Conflicts

BY DAVID M, GORDON

CAMDEN--Five months of effort topro-
duce a bi-racial committee here in Wilcox
County have ended in a stalemate,

A few leaders from both the white and
Negro communities are anxious to meet
and talk about their problems, but misun-
derstandings and a general air of suspi-
cion continue to keep them apart,

Said John Williams, 25, a divinity stu-
dent from San Francisco Theological Se-
minary who has been working since mid-
June to get a bi-racial committee going:

“A number of people are willing to serve
on the committee, but none of them is wil-
ling to stick his neck out,’’

The first attempt to get acommittee for
discussion of racial issues was made last
February,

The group was able to meet only twice
before the meetings were abandoned,

The white members promised to doaway
with a rule requiring voter registrants to
have someone vouch for them,

But the ruling stayed, Whenthe promise
wasn’t fulfilled, Williams said, the Negroes
on the committee lost faith in the sincer-
ity of the whites,

The whites, on the other hand, felt the
Negroes had made some unreasonable de-
mands during the two meetings,

Almost as soon as the meetings ended,
demonstrations broke out in March and
early April, They were to protest dis-

crimination in education,

AS LOW AS

“CAMPUS BOOTERY :

455 Montgomery Rd. Tuskegee Institute, Ala,

727-3150

Tuskegee, Alabama

Where a smile and quality service await you.
‘A Complete Line of Clothing for the Entire Family”’

The absence of a bi-racial committee
during the demonstrations, Williamssaid,
gave whites no way of understanding why
the Negroes were demonstrating,

¢“As a result,” he said, ‘the demon-
strations alienated those who were sitting
on the middle of the fence,’’

Since then, students from the SanFran-
cisco Theological Seminary, andWilliams
in particular, have taken the initiative in
trying to bridge the gulfbetweenthe races,

Williams found about ten white citizens
who would be willing to serve on thecom-
mittee, Early this month,hegotmembers
of both the white and Negro communities
to consider picking representatives,

There was considerable argument over
the method for picking the members, It
was finally decided that the interested
whites should pick five from their own
ranks, and that the Negroes should select
the same number from the Negro commun-
itye

Of the five Negroes picked, two appar-

ently looked on the committee as a place
to make specific demands, and not as a
source of general understanding,

So, according to Williams, the whites
who were interested inthe committee will
not meet with a Negro group that includes
these two members, And the Negroes
insist that all degrees of opinion within
the Negro community should be represent=
ed,

The two members will not be replaced,

Ethel Brooks, a local Negro leader and
a proposed member of the committee, sald
she feels frustrated by the whole situation,

“You have totrustsomebody,” she said,
‘‘Unless we start working together, we're
always going to be segregated,’
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Auburn

BY JUDY DENEASE BUTLER

AUBURN--Auburn is often called the
loveliest village of the plain. Auburn is
the home of the University of Auburn,

When the University of Auburn was in-
tegrated it was done very quietly, The
integration of Auburn University was a
well-planned program,

The local newspaper, the Lee County
Bulletin, did a very good job of influencing
the people to realize that integration was
here -and the best thing they could do was
to learn to live with it, And they did,

The white churches of Auburn also did
a very good job of influencingand control-
ling the minds and tempers of the people
of Auburn,

Auburn has made a great stride in race
relations this year, Some of the theaters
and cafes have been integrated, all of them
without incident. The Auburn Chamber of
Commerce also agreed to comply withthe
equal opportunity law,

But there is lots of improvement to be
made in Auburn yet,

Auburn has made vast improvement in
living conditions, such as building projects
for the low income group, Auburn also
has a slum clearing program under way for
the next 90 days,

Whites have built houses around Negroes
with no incident, We have a long way to
go in Auburn, but we are still fighting for
the improvement of Aubuxnaswellasrace
relations, Things are going gquietly but
well,

Montgomery

BY VICTOIRE BRADFORD

MONTGOMERY--Have you, like most
elderly people, ever said, *“What will be-
come of these (future generations) chil-
dren?’’

Probably you havesaid it becausea child
has gone astray, Well,if youhave,I would
like to share with you an experience I had
last Sunday evening,

At 7:30 p.m, a young boy stood before a
vast auditorium todellver his trial sermon
(his answer to God’s call),

The pews were partly filled with young
and old people, Some were neighbors and
classmates, and others were fellow Chris-
tian friends,

At first, I sensed doubt in the minds of
some of the people because of the expres-
sions on their faces,

Yet there appeared expressions of en-
couragement on the faces of the older
people, inquisitiveness on those of the
young people, and mischief on those of the
younger boys who all sat ina row listening
to a former playmate impart a message
given to him by God.

The sermon was a familiar one; * Yield
Not to Temptations,’”” It was given to the
people as it wasgiven toJesus when tempt-
ed by Satan, It was up to the people in the
audience to accept the challenge of repen-
tance given to them by this yolng boy:

“If you don’t go to Heaven, you know
where you’re going,’’

It was up to them to realize andanalyze

Greenville

BY HENRY CLAY MOORER

GREENVILLE--On July 19 two Negro
boys--Troy David Jones and Eugene
Brown--and two white civil rights wor-
kers--Janet Wolfe and Pamela Mausner--
entered the Court Square Cafe here to try
to get something to eat, They were seated
and their orders were taken by a young
white man,

Miss Wolfe, Jones and Brown ordered
coffee, Miss Mausner was not asked for
her order, The young man served coffee
to Jones and Brown, butdidnotserveMiss
Wolfe,

After a wait of about five minutes,Miss
Mausner said, ‘‘Excuse me, you didn’t take
my order,”

The young man replied, ‘““We don’t take
orders,”

Miss Wolfe said, “Could I have some
coffee?”

Greensboro March
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
squirting gas from their guns,

But before anybody had been turned
around, the police ran out of gas,

They had to reload in the middle of their
own cloud of gas,

As the Negroes ranback to the church,
some unidentified white men heaved tear
gas grenades in*o the church andontoM1,
Days’ front porch,

Sara Days, 14 months old, was playing
on her father’s porch, The gas bomb
burned the paint right off the wall next to
her, But she was nbdt hurt, only scared,

More confusion and reason to hate, But
soon Albert Turner had persuadedtheNe-
groes to belovingaad nonviolent, They re-
turned to the barrier to sing in the rain,

On Wednesday, however, some 250 de-
monstrators were arrested for failing to
disperse from the barriers,

The young man replied, *“We don’t have
any coffee,’”’

There was a half-full pot of coffee vi-
sible behind the counter,

A little bit later Brown went to the coun-
ter and asked, *“CouldI have twomore cups
of coffee?””

The waiter said onceagain, ¢‘Idon’thave
any.u

After this went on for a while, theowner
of the cafe came out and said, ‘“Nigger,
you’ve been served; get the hell out of
here,”” He pulled a black jack out of his
pocket and walked toward the rest of the
group, still seated at the booth,

The owner told them, ¢‘We havetoclean
this place up, We can’t stay open all
night,”?

It was 3:30 in the afternoon,

The group gotup toleave,and Brown was
asked to pay for his coffee, It was 40¢ per
cup,

Flowers Speech

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) .
ministration, wage and hour laws, Hill-
Burton hospitals and many others,

Flowers addressed the Montgomery
branch of the Alabama Democratic Con-
ference, a state-wide Negro organization,

He urged the audience to work for the
Democratic Party:

“Contact white friends that you know
are loyal Democrats and form joint county
committees with them so that the entire
county can be worked, .

‘“As for me,” said the Attorney Gen-
eral, ‘‘there can be no other choice but
to support the party that has been so good
to me, my family and state, And if such
decision should damage or even end my
political future-gso be it,”’

the message, the one idea which he pre-
sented:

““Don’t yield to temptation, the deviland
his ways,”’

The facial aspects and tones of voices
indicating the feelings of those around me
changed from doubt toassurance, For now
the elders no longer had to deliberate or
misconceive what will happen in future
generations,

As 1 left theauditorium,anold mansaid,
«] like the way that boy talks, Make me
think that children gonna be all right in
days to come,”’
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“Freedom Constitution”
BY JAMES ARMSTEAD

We the Negro people of the United States
of America, in order to form a moreper-
fect union, are fighting in a non-violent
way as hard as possible to join together
with the white people of America, not to
rule over the whites but to have equal
rights,

We know that we are not free, but little
does the white man know that heis not free
until the black people are free,

We want to secure the great blessing of
liberty to ourselves, as people of the land
of the United States of America, Regard-
less of race, color, religion or sex, we will
not be deprived of our rights,

We therefore resolve:

That the people who were supposedtobe
free 101 years ago, and who will be free
or go totheir graves, do ordain and esta-
blish this Constitution for the people of the
United States of America;

That this Freedom Constitution mayget
into the heart of thewhiterace andlet them
know that we shall overcome some day,

- somehow;

That when the day comes, both the white
man and the black manshall sln‘gtogéther,
¢“Freedom at last! Freedom atlast! Thank
God Almighty! Freedom at last!’’

The Doctor Savs

Sermon of the Week
“What Then ?”

ATLANTA--¢John was a freshman in
college,” the Rev, Albert Brenson, assist-
ant pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church,
said Sunday in the West Hunter Street Bap-
tist Church,

‘‘An older friend said to him one day,
‘John, what are you going to do with your
life?? »?

““John replied, ‘I’m going to finish col-
lege, then go on to graduate school,”
Mr, Brenson continued,

¢ ‘What then, John?’ asked the friend,

¢ ¢Then I'll get my doctorate degree,
after I get my master’s,” said John,

¢¢ ‘What then, John?

¢ ¢Then I’ll go into chemistry, because
I can make a lotof money,’ Johnanswered,

¢ ‘What then, John?’

¢ ¢Then I’l1'get married, ifIfeel like it,
and have some kids,’ John told his friend,

¢¢ ¢Then what, John?’

¢¢ ¢Then I’ll work until I’'m about 60 and
then 1’11 retire,?’

‘“ *Then what, John??

‘¢‘Idon’tknow,’ saidJohn, ¢ What’s left?’

¢ ¢But, John,” his friend said, ‘What
about your soul?’

¢“John went away and tnought for a
while,”” Mr, Brenson told the congregation,
¢“Finally he realized that he had forgotten
about God, He had planned his whole life,
as though he held everything in his own
hands,””

¢“We continue to make our plans as
though we are the masters of our fate,
the captains of our souls,” Mr, Brenson
went on, ¢‘This is blasphemy, Only God
is master of our fate,

¢t is futile toplanandnotinclude God,”

“Your life is merely a puff of smoke
which appears for a moment on the face
of history and then passes on,

“But is death the end?”” Mr, Brenson
asked,

“‘Christianity stands out to say no, this
is not the end. Goddoesnotallow us to be
sealed up in a box and forgotten, Our lives
on earth are just a steppingstonetoa rich
life with Him,

Sports Corner
Minister Asks NFL Adds Sixth Official,

BY ROBERT E. SMITH

There will be so much to see this year
in the National Football League that the
league has put a sixth official on thefield,

That may mean an exciting season in
1965 or just higher-priced tickets,
The sixth whistle-tooter was needed be-
cause ‘‘the players are getting older and
cause the players are getting bigger and
faster,”” an NFL spokesman explained,

He didn’t mention it, but probably the
present officials are getting older and
slower, too,

The sixth official will be responsible
for keeping time and checking the passer
on forward or lateral passes,

That sixth man mav have one heck of
a view this fall,

It figures to be ayear of the open off-
enses in the NFL,

Ask any self-appointed pro football ex-
pert, and he’ll probably tell you the St,
Louis and Cleveland offenses will battle
for the -Eastern Conference title, and the
Green Bay Packers will lead the West,

Children Develop at Their Own Speed

BY WILLIAM W, STEWART
M.D,, F.A.C,0.G,

DEAR DOCTOR, How can I know if my
baby is developing normally?

PARENTS OFTEN make the mistake of
comparing their baby to some one else’s
child, The truth is there are probably as
many rates of development as there are
children, However fast your baby is de-
veloping, it is probably perfectly normal
for him,

You should keep that inmindasyouread
the following guidelines for-child develop-
ment,

Generally speaking your baby will be
able to hold up his head when he is one
month old, and his chest at two months,

At about three months he will begin to
reach for objects, but may often miss, By
four months he will beable tosit with sup-
port, By the ninth month most children
can stand with support, and any timefrom
one year to 18 months may learn to walk,
Some children never go throughthecrawl-
ing stage before walking, A few walk as
early as nine or ten months,

At two years your child will be able to

Murder Defendant Freed, Now Missing

MOBILE--Nathaniel Taylor, 25, is still
missing from his home in the suburb of
Prichard, less than a month after he was
found innocent of the brutal murder of a
prominent white woman,

To almost everyone’s surprise, Taylor
became a free man last July 2 after be-
ing on trial for his life,

Now he has left home, Police Chief
Dan T, Davis of Prichard has reported that
Taylor was last seen hitchhiking to Okla-
homa ¢to work for God,”’

Leon Franklin, a 30-year-old truck
driver, also of Prichard, told police
he gave Taylor , an old friend, a ride to-
wards Pascagoula, Miss,

Taylor’s release was regarded as a
milestone by the lawyers and two young
law students who helped him win his
freedom,

Conviction is ¢the tradition’”” when a

Negro man is on trial for the rape or
murder of a white woman, Vernon Z,
Crawford of Mobile, Taylor’s ch}ef attor-
ney, said after the trial,

Prosecuting attorney James P, Strick-
land asked the jury to send Taylor to the
electric chair for the slaying of Mrs, Is-
idor Kohorn, a housewife, here last Nov,
9, However, the judge at the trial, Dan-
iel T, McCall Jr,,after hearing arguments
from both sides, took the decision away
from the jury,

As a judge may do when he thinks the
evidence is absolutely clear, Judge Mc-
Call ordered the jury to find Taylor not
guilty and set him free,

One of thebreaksinthecase,saidCraw-
ford, was the unexpected help from mem-
bers of the police department who *“did
not believe Taylor committed the crime,
They aided us under cover intheprepara-
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tion of our defense,’’

Crawford pointed out in court that al-
though Taylor was in the neighborhood
at the time Mrs, Kohorn was killed, the
prosecution found no fingerprints or other
evidence linking Taylor to the crime,

The prosecution claimed that Taylor had
confessed to the murder, But Crawford
said he was not sure Taylor knew what he
was saying when he confessed, A psych-
iatrist spent several hours with Taylor and
reported that he would readily confess to
anything, Crawford said,

“l made up three or four crimes,”
Crawford said, “and then I told him that
he had committed them, He confessed
to every one,”

Prosecutor Strickland is still convinced
that a guilty man went free, But Craw-
ford said, “Strickland should not have
brought such a weak case to court,”

say a few words, He will probably like to
play with a ball or blocks and should know
the names of a few objects,

At three, your youngster will jump, run,
sing, try to dance, go up and down stairs,
ride a tricycle, and draw pictures, By this
time he should be mostly toilet-trained,

When he is four, your child should be
learning to repeat numbers, and may be
able to count to his age, He will probably
love to play games with other children,
By the time he is five, he should speak in
complete sentences, and know several co-
lors,

Most children enter school at six, There
your child will learn to count, obey com-
mands, and know right from left, Most
six-year-olds have a lot of imagination,
and like to tell stories,

Seven-year-olds begin a steady growth
period of developing skills and mental pro-
cesses, By the eighth year, your child will
learn to tell things from memory, describe
the difference between two objects, and
know the davs of the week, He may even
be able to count backward,

‘By the time he is nine, your youngster
should know the date, the months, and the
seasons, and will be able to tell time, He
may even learn to count change, By this
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age, some children--especially girls- -be-
gin to develop physically,

There are a few old wives’ tales that
sometimes fool parents, For one, you
should remember that children learn to
talk by imitating others, If you don’t want
your child to grow up talking “baby talk,””
you shouldn’t talk “baby tulk’” to him,
Secondly, if your youngster is a boy, don’t
worry about cutting his hair before he can
talk, It won’t hurt him, and he’ll learn to
talk just as soon and just as wellif he has
a short haircut, /

Watching your child grow up is a great
experience, If you don’t worry too much,
Discover your own child’s pace, and just

-let him develop naturally, Chancesare he’s

perfectly normal,

Plans for Wide-Open Year

No one figured that Detroit would have
much of a chance this year in the West-
ern Conference, but there was hope for a
few laughs in the Motor City, Now even that
hope has faded, because Yale Lary, for 1l
years one of the prd game’s top punters,
has retired,

“When the coaches are youngerthanyou
are, it’s time to quit,”” said Lary, who is
34 years old.

Lions officials tried to convince Lary
that he was still young

¢¢Compared to who?” the defensive
specialist asked, “Night Train Lane?”

Night Train Lane, another Lion defen-
sive back, has been playing since shortly
after the game was invented, -

Most of the NFL and American Foot-
ball League teams have been working out
for a week or more at such places as
Hershey, Pa,, where candy bars and Phila-
delphia Eagles are whipped into shape;
Bloomfield Hills, Mich,, where all those
animals from the Detroit team trample
over a quiet boys’ school campus; and
Fairfield, Conn,, where the New York
Giants watch movies of the 1956 season
and wish they could turn back the calendar,

And then there isthe AmericanFootball
League , pianing its hopes on a $400,000
knee from Alabama, Instead of addingoff-
icials, the AFL-- the clever upstart --
seems to have added a star quarterbackor
two to each squad,

Coach Weeb Ewbank of the New York Jets
really has his problems, He has Joe Na-
math, the game’s richestcQB and Ala-
bama’s greatest gift to New York City,
(Namath’s knee is a question mark,
though,) And he has John Huarte, who won
the Heisman Trophy last year while at
Notre Dame, "

If Weeb gets sick of passing, he can
watch a little ball-carrying by Matt Snell,
supposedly the Jimmy Brown of the AFL,

Will the Jets win it? Yes, say the ex-
perts, if Namath .develops fast enough,

The old reliable Chargers from San
Diego are the choice in the Western Divi-
sion, You can name any number of things
wrong with the Chargers, but past success
is not one of them,

CHIEF DEPUTY

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE)
20 miles out of her way, Sheheard she
couldn’t come through the streets of New-
ton,

¢¢It’s given the county a badname--¢Bad
Baker,” But I love this county, I went
overseas in World War II andfoughtfor it,

¢ fought for white and colored, You
couldn’t fight for just one....

‘““We don’t have bad people down here,
They’re just as good as in any county--a
lot @f preachers, a lot of religious people,
a lot just like me, who don’t go to church
as much as they should,

‘“We all should go to church,”
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