Segregated Justice on Trial in Alabama

All across Alabama this week, the is=-
sue of segregated justice kept coming
up,

In some places,all-white juries were
still deciding the fate of Negro defend-
ants,andtrying white men for killing
and harassing Negroes and civil rights
workers,

In other Alabama towns, the issuea-
rose when local Negroesdemonstrated
for equal administration ofthelaw, And
in at least one county--Lee--there was
a sign of change,

An all-white jury in Anniston tried a
white man for killing a Negro, in what
was supposed to be a clear test of Ala-
bama justice,

As it turned out, though, the case against the accused
murderer, Hubert Damon Strange, 25, raised other questions
besidesthe responsibility of the all-white jury, It hung on

the testimony of a man whofacedfour serious charges him-
self, (Story on Page One,)

Meanwhile, an all-white federal jury was trying three
white men for allegedly conspiring to violate people’s ci-
vil rights at the time of the Selma-to-Montgomery march,

One of the men, Collie Leroy Wilkins Jr.,22, had alrea-
dy beenacquitted of the murder of Mrs, Viola Gregg Liuzzo,
a white civil rights worker,and the other men were awaiting

Y
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trial on the same charge,
Mrs, Liuzzo’s death was the basis of the federal charges
against the three men,

4
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The Montgomery trial was expected to show whether
there was a different brand of justice in federal courts--
where some people want all civil rightsmurdercases to be

tried,

But there, too, the issue was blurredby technical and fac-
tual questions, (Story on Page One,)

On Tuesday, an all-white jury in Huntsville convicted
John Willie Stone, 24, a Negro, of raping a white woman,

Stone’s lawyers, Orzell Billingsley Jr, and Peter Hall,
argued that the trial was unjust because Negroes were
‘“systematically excluded” from Madison County juries,
But Stone, who faces two other rape charges,was sentenc-
ed to 40 years in Kilby Prison,

Demonstrations (or attempted demonstrations) against
segregated justice continued in Eutaw, Greenville andSel-
ma,

And Wednesday in Tuscaloosa, 120 people--a dozen of
them white--staged a silent match to the Tuscaloosa Coun-
ty courthouse, It was the first such activity there since the
current Alabama demonstrations began,

In Bullock County, Negroes useda more directapproach,
They planned to copy the county voter lists, and to insist
that all the names, white and Negro, be put on the jury
rolls, (Story on Page Five,)

Last week in Lee County, four Negroes served on trial
juries in the criminal division of Circuit Court, Local Ne-
groes said these were the first Negro jurors ever in cri-
minal cases, but court officials said they remembered
others,

The whole complicated question of segregated justice
was argued out in Montgomery’s federal court last Fri-
day, in a suit brought to desegregate the Lowndes Coun-
ty jury system, The court’s decision in this case could
change the face of Alabama justice, (Story on Page One,)
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NEW VOCATIONAL SCHOOL--NOW NAMED H, COUNCILL TRENHOLM

City Gets Second School;
Now One for Each Race

BY ROBERT E, SMITH

MONTGOMERY--The state will be-
gin ¢ separate butequal’’ vocational ed-
ucation for Negroes and whites here in
June,

The new H, Councill Trenholm state
vocational school is under construction
on the northwest side of Montgomery,

The $1,000,000 Trenholm school is
intended for Negroes, according to
Lucious W, Smiley, principal of the new
school, and J,F,Ingram, director of the
state division of vocational education,

It is being built over the objections of
those who argued for expansion of the
present John M, PattersonSchool on the
southeast side of Montgomery,

The students at Pattersonare mostly
white,

Some Montgomery residents urged
the state to expand 'the Patterson
school to accommodate a larger enroll-
ment, both Negro and white,

They said that building a second
school in Montgomery would make two
segregated schools,

But Ingram said the current enroll-
ment at Patterson is large enough, The
school hasabout 535 students, and ranks
fifth in enrollment among the state’s 12

Voters Kill Mobile Hosp

MOBILE--In a turnout that set a re-
cord for a constitutional amendment
election, Mobile County voters defeated
a tax increase intended to help Mobile
General Hospital,

They voted more than 2 to 1 against
paying more property taxes to support
the charity hospital,

A hospital official said the vote meant
Mobile General would have to close,

Most of Mobile General’s patients are
Negroes, Many aregivenfreeor reduc-
ed-cost treatment, when they can’taf-
ford to pay the full price, Public funds
make up the difference,

After the voting, Winston C, Whit-
field, administrator of the hospital, said
the board of directors would meet next
week to begin plans for closing down
Mobile General,

“We?ll have to set a date early next
year and stop accepting patients at that
time,” he said, ‘I don’t know where
they’1l go, Theprivatehospitalsall have
long waiting lists, and most of our pa-
tients couldn’t afford to go there even
if they could get in,”

Many of Mobile’s most powerful cit-
izens had supported the amendment, It
won a majority in the state-wide voting

vocational schools,

In order to increase Patterson’s en-
rollment, Ingram said, ¢¢youwould have
to add another auto shop and duplicate
other facilities,””

He said that it made more sense to
build a second school, that would be at
least as good as the Patterson school,

Ingram said both schools were obli-
gated to accept any qualified applicant,
regardless of race,

And Smiley said hehadsignedthe re-
quired compliance form, that saysstu-
dents of all races will be accepted,

But the principal of the new school
added, ¢¢I doubt that we will have many
white applicants,?’?

Smiley admitted. he was seeking ap-
plicants only from Negro high schools
throughout the state,

Ingram said he expected that some
whites might attend Trenholmanda few
Negroes might attend Patterson,

The courses offered at each school
will be somewhat different,butbothwill
offer subjects like data processing,
nursing, electronics and mechanics,

Students from 22 counties will be
transported to the new school by bus
from as far away as Dothan,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Tuesday, but it needed a majority in the
county, too.

One private argument in support of
the tax increase was that if Mobile Gen-
eral had to close, the city’s predomi -
nantly white private hospitals would
have to accept more Weogro patients,
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Liuzzo Case

BY SCOTT DE GARMO

MONTGOMERY -- It seemed like a
murder trial, but it wasn’t,

The three men on trial in federal
court here this week were charged with
conspiracy,

In its indictment, the federal govern-
ment said the-three defendantshad con-
spired to violate the civil rights of de-
monstrators in the Selma-toMontgome-
ry march last spring,

But in court, the government triedto
prove that the defendants shot and
killed Mrs, Viola Gregg Liuzzo, a white
civil rights worker from Detroit, Mich,,
last March 23,

Mrs, Liuzzo was not mentioned inthe
conspiracy indictment,

FBI agents testified that the gun that
killed Mrs, Liuzzo belonged to one of
the defendants, Eugene Thomas, 42, of
Bessemer,

An FBI informer, Gary Thomas
Rowe, said he saw defendant Collie Le-
roy Wilkins, 22, of Fairfield, shoot Mrs,
Liuzzo with a gunhanded to him by Tho-
mas as their auto passed hers on High-
way 80, between Selma and Montgo-
mery,

Also in the car, hesaid, was the third
defendant, William O, Eaton, 41, of Bes-
semer,

Defense attorney Arr Hanes called
Rowe a ¢¢silver merchant,” who would
say anything for money,

Outside of court, Hanes said the fed-
eral indictment was ¢¢the vaguest thing
I’ve ever seen,”

Wilkins, Thomas-and Eaton were tri-
ed under an 1877 law that until recent-
ly was used only for violations of vot-
ing and property rights.,

It is the same law on which indict-
ments were based in the slayings of
three civil rights workers near Phi-
ladelphia, Miss,, and of Negroeducator

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Opponents of the amendment argued,
however, that the money should come
from other sources,

The seven state-wide amendments--
dealing with such matters as a newlit-
eracy test, a space museum and the
state docks--were approved Tuesday,
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Strange Tried in Brewster Death

BY STEPHEN E, COTTON

ANNISTON--The star witness in the case of a white
man accused of murderinga Negrofoundry worker was
a gun-toting segregationist who faced four felony char-

ges of his own,

‘It all boilsdownto whether yougentlemenare going
to believe the testimony of aliaranda thief against an
innocent white man,” defense attorney J, B, Stoner told the all-white jury here

Wednesday,

Hubert Damon Strange, a 26-year-old gas station attendant, was on-trial for
the night-rider slaying of Willie Brewster, 38, an employe of the Alabama Pipe

Co.,, last July 15,

The star witness for the state, Jimmy Glenn Knight, testified Tuesday that mi-
nutes after Brewster was shot, Strange and two companions boasted, ‘“We got

us a nigger,”’

Knight quoted Strange as saying, ‘I got one, I'm pretty sure, because the car

swerved off the road,”

Brewster and three friends were driving home from work on Highway 202 near

here when the shooting occurred,
Stoner

Judges Hear Challenge

To Juries in Lowndes

BY SCOTT DE GARMO

MONTGOMERY --1f a Negro ever
served on a Lowndes County trial jury,
it was way back before anyone can re-
member,

At a federal court hearing here last
Friday, three Lowndes County jury
commissioners said they couldn’t re-
member seeing a Negro on a trial jury,

Circuit Judge T, WerthThagard,who
holds court in Lowndes County twice a
year, couldn’t think of any, either,

(Earlier this year, Judge Thagard
presided over the trials of Thomas L,
Coleman and Collie Leroy Wilkins Jr,,
both accused of killing white civil rights
workers, In both cases, all-white ju-
ries cleared the defendants,)

ital Tax

Selma Bored

BY EDWARD M, RUDD

SELLMA--The city which gave birth
to the Voting Rights Act showed little
interest in the first election open to
Alabama’s federally registered Negro
voters,

Only about 2,000 of Selma’s 20,000
registered voters bothered tq vote in
Tuesday’s constitutional amendment e-
lection,

Of the people who could have voted
in Selma, more than 2,000 had been
registered by federal examiners, Only
six days before the election, a fede-
ral court in Montgomery had told Ala-
bama probate judges to put federally re-
gistered voters on the county voting
lists,

Some Negro voters said they went to
the polls just to vote “No’* on three a-
mendments--the new literacy standard
for voters (No, 2), industrial devel-
opment for Geneva County (No, 7) and
revenue bonds for industry (No, 8).

They had decided to vote down these
amendments at a meeting of the Dal-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Nobody was even asked if he could
remember seeing a woman, black or
white, on a jury, It’s against the law
in Alabama,

The judge and the jury commission-
ers testified before a three-judge fed-
eral court, in a suit challenging the ex-
clusion of Negroes--and women of both
races--from Lowndes County juries,

A group of Lowndes County Negroes,
including some women, brought the suit
five days after the death of Jonathan
Daniels, a white theology student ffom
New Hampshire,

The Negroes were joined in the suit
by the Episcopal Society for Cultural
and Racial Unity--of whichDaniels was
a member--and the U, S, Justice De-
partment,

Orzell Billingsley Jr,, lawyer for the
Lowndes County Negroes, told the court
that Lowndes had 889 white and 2,282
Negro men and 1,011 whiteand 2,840 Ne-
gro women,

But attorneys for the Negroesshowed
that in the past 12 years, 670 white peo-
ple had served on trial juries a total of
2,748 times, and 21l whites had served
six or more times, One white person
had served 16 times,

The jury commissioners said they
got names for the jury rolls from voting
lists and from ¢going around in our
county and picking out the people we
think are eligible,”?

Testimony showed -that the voting
lists were all-white until last Jan, I,

The jury commissioners said a few
Negroes were on the jury rolls, from
which juries are chosen, They pointed
out that Negroes have served on grand
juries, and that one was on the grand ju-
ry that indicted Coleman for man-
slaughter in Daniels’ death,

When former New York Municipal
Judge Dorothy Kenyon, 83, tried to ar-
gue the question of women jurors, Pre-
siding Judge Richard T, Rives told her
he wanted written, notoral, arguments,

But Judge Kenyon, in a wide, floppy
hat, went on with her argument, Judge
Clarence W, Allgood turned his back
on her,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

tried to attack Knight’s testimony by showing that he wasn’t a reli-

able witness,

The lawyer got Knight to admit he was
facing four counts ofburglary and grand
larceny when he’called law officers to
his Calhoun County Jail cell to talk about
the Brewster killing,

Stoner also established that Knight
had applied for a$20,000 reward raised
by Anniston residents after Brewster’s
death, The reward was for information
leading to a conviction in the case, And
the lawyer produced three witnesses
who said they wouldn’t trust Knight’s
word,

Stoner told the jury that the state had
no eye-witness to the murder, anddid-
n’t try to show Strange’s motive for kill-
ing Brewster,

“They are asking you to believe that
Damon Strange went out and shot Willie
Brewster because he wantedto‘get a
nigger,’” said Stoner, I say that’s ri-
diculous,”

Stoner, general counsel for the vio-
lently ant{-Negro National States Rights
Party, was one of the speakersata
NSRP rally that broke up shortly before
Brewster was shot, Knight testified that
Strange was at the rally,

One speaker told the crowd that night,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Hairy Subject
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ATLANTA, Ga, -- The Rev, B, J,
Johnson of SCLC (center, seated) sits
in to protest ¢“white-only’” policy at a
Negro barber shop,
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Editorial Opinion

Wallace Disgraces State

Why would a student want to go tocollege in Ala-
hama? With everything Gov. George Wallace does, that
question gets harder and harder to answer,

Gov. Wallace’s recent announcement about Vietnam
war protests is only the latest inhislong string of at-
tacks on the academic freedom of our state colleges

and universities,

Last summer, the governor tried vnsuccessfully to
ram through a bill barring known or suspected Com-
munists from speaking on state-supported campuses.
Later, Wallace got the state Board of Educationto pass
a resolution doing the same thing.

These were serious violations of the students’ right
to he exposed to all sorts of ideas., But Wallace may
never come up with anything worse than Tuesday’s
warning to students at state-supported institutions, He
told them that if they circulated petitions opposing U.S.
action in Vietnam, or otherwise protested against the
war, they would be expelled.

No matter who is right about the Vietnam war, all
citizens have the right to discuss and debate such ar
important issue, And all across thecountry, fromCal-
ifornia to the nation’s capital, people are given tha:
right--everywhere except the campuses of Alabama.
Once again, the governor has disgraced the state he

claims to love so much.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

Negroes, generally speaking,under -
stand SCLC’s present movement for an
end to unjust Southern courtsand biased
Southern judges, We understand only too
well, for we havebeentheprimary tar-
get,

\Many Negroes fear walking down pub-
lic streets on Saturday nights, knowing
that white policemen feel ‘‘niggers”’
should spend weekends in jail, \What
happens is that Negroes find themselves
in jail on ¢‘public drunkenness’’ or
¢¢disturbing the peace’” charges,

Negroes in Eutaw, Alabama,remem-
ber only too well the shooting of a 15-
vear-old Negro boy by a white police-
man, less than two\earsago, Some say

it was because he allegediy pulled a
knife; others say it was for no reason at
all, We sav and the movementtor equal
administration of justice is sa)ing that

if a policeman cannot subdue a man
without first firing his gun inan effort to
kill, then we don’t need him,

Negroes in Greenville, Alabama, re-
member only too well the burning of two
Negroyouths in their city, And they are
avare of the city fathers’ present
stand--forbidding them to demonsrrate,
even- though the First Amendment to
the Constitution sa. s they can,

J cun remember just two vears ago
Hosea I., Williamshadtospend 35davs
in the Chatham County, Georgia, jail
house because some white wvomansawa
pictureof him on televisionand touk out
a ¢‘good behavior warrant,’” Hijs bond
rose from 3200 to $75,000, when were-
peatedly attempted to bond him out,

These are justafew examples of cur-
rent history, now taking place all over
the South, Negroes do know what leaders
of demonstrations mean when they ask
for ¢‘equal administration of justice,’’

\Ve must take to task our statement
about SCL.C lesders not explaining to
Eutaw and Greeenville Negroes the
reason why they must march, Yougave
the Selma leaders credit for doing so,

But Mr, Editor, the same 13-point list
of grievances (plus fne additional
pnints for Eutaw, and three for Green-
ville) was drawn up and read in all
three counties,

Sermon of

BY ROBIN KAUFMAN

BIRMINGIHAM--Love of God and fel-
low man is the key to a good hereafter,
the Rev, Arthur Compton told his con-
gregation Sunday in St, Mark’s CME
Church,

¢¢And the trouble in society today is
too many people in high places {ive by
the wrong ethic,” he said--the) try to
let their consciences or society deter-
mine what they should do,

“If a man’s consciencesaysshoot, he
shoots,”” Mr, Compton said,

Instead, he said, men should look to
the Bible for their standards,

A lawyer once came up to Jesus and
aske:l (Luke 10:20), ¢“Master, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life?”?

Jesus responded by askingthe lawyer,
“What is written in the law?”?

Finally, you wrote, “The marches
have not succeeded in their announced
goal , ., . S First you indicated
that we had not announced our
goal, and then you wrote in the same
article that we haven’t succeeded in our
goal, The truth of the matter is that we
will not allow your newspaper, or an)
other newspaper,~ to determine for
Negroes when the time has come to
dramatize our demands,

You are not even in a position to
understand as we do ‘¢inequality in the
courts,” If you don’t understand the
presentdemonstrations, then say THE
SOUTHERN COURIER does not under-
stand, But don’t allow your readers to
assume that you are an authority on
civil rights activities, when in essence
a4 10-vear-old Negro understands his
frustration more simply and clearly
than you,

I hope I have in some way allowed ) ou
a way out,and my only suggestionis that
yvou hire a Negro inthe movement to in-
terpret the movement for you,

Benjamin Van Clarke
SCLC
Atlanta, Ga,

* * * *

To the Editor:

I have two children in school, at the
Luverne Elementary School, The school
bus never usedtocomeby my house, but
now it has started to comebackdown9th
Street, I live only one block from 9th
Street,

But I have to walk my children to
school every morning, And I goand get
them every afternoon, Thebus passes
me going and coming,

I have called several times to the
school superintendent, Every time I call
he is out, His secretar\ says he is out,

I am praying and wondering how long
this will be going on, I am a tax-payer
in Luverne, We try hard to abideby the
Constitution of the United States,

\rs, Rebecca Ware

Luverne

(E.ditor’s Note: Mrs, Ware’s two chil-

dren helpedintegrate Luverne Elemen-

tary School this fall, Even now, there

are only a few Negroes in the previously
all-white school,)

the Week

The law) er answered that the law said
to “Love the Lord thy Gog with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and withall
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and
thy neighbor as thyself,’?

This is how the Bible says weshould
live, said Mr, Compton, but too many
people forget it,

“What arethecommonanswers today
to the lawyer’s question?’’ he asked,
“‘Somc¢ people say do whatever other
people do, and get along with everyone
.+esOthers answer that you should let
your conscience be your guide, and do
whatever it--not the Bible or Churchor
Hymn Book--says,’’

But, sald Mr. Compton, these an-
swers do not make sense today:

‘““If you are a Christian, you should do
what Christianity says do.”’

Sausage Strike Over -- Who Won?

BY JAMES P, WILLSE

TUSCALOOSA -- After more than
three months, the strike of Local 680 of
the United Packinghouse, Food andAl-
lied Workers against R, L, Zeigler’s
meat-processing plant here has ended,

And all of the 67 menin theunion have
returned to work--almost all, that is,

Joe Mallisham is through withZeig-
ler’s, A 37-year-old father of three,
Mallisham worked for 20 years killing
and skinning hogs at the plant, He was
active in the local, which has repre-
sented about 60 per cent of the workers
at Zeigler’s since its formation in1958,

Fired twice for his union activity, he
was rehired both times, once by court
order and once after negotiationsby the
union, But this time heisn’t goingback,

His reason is the settlement madeby
the representatives of Zeigler’s and the
national union to end the strike,

¢ That agreement isn’t going to
change anything,”” he said thisweek, 1
didn’t think enough of it tofinishreading
it,

¢«And I've been aggravated so long
that I just couldn’t stand tobe aggravat-
ed anuther day down there,”’

The agreement,; signed Nov, 16, sakd

the plant would take back all the strik-
lng workers by Nov, 22, provided that
all previous grievances were forgotten,

The “no-strike clause’’ in the union
contract was expanded to prohibit any
strike, even one brought about by un-
fair labor practices, and both sides a-
greed to ‘““work together harmonious -
ly."

Joe Mallisham isn’t the only one who
isn’t happy with the settlement, Bobby
D. Fields, president of the local,said,
¢““We lost more than we came in with,
There ain’t much fight left in us now,"’

The strike against Zeigler’s Tusca-
loosa plant began last August, when a
white worker, John Mitchell, was fired
for allegedly misprocessing a batch of
meat, However, the real reasons for the
strike had been building up for almost
eight months,

In November, 1964, Zeigler’s and Lo-
cal 680 signed a three-year contract, It
included a clause saying that in case of
a union complaint against the company,
the grievance would be discussed and
acted upon, and there wouldbe nostrike,

A few weeks-later, the local’s chief
steward was fired for allowing sparks
from a welding ferch to hit a tile wall.

The local’s grievance committee, of
which Joe Mallisham was a member,
met with plant manager John W, Bell to
discuss the dismissal,

No action was taken then, but after a
short walk-out by union members, the
steward was rehired,

On Feb, 17, another union worker was
fired, this time for talking on the job,
The grievance committee again met
with Bell, and Mallicham described the
meeting this way:

“Bell kept dealing in personalities,

He saidthat we didn’t know what we were
talking about, and that he was going to
get rid of every man on the committee,
He refused to discuss thegrievances,’”
Then, last March 31, Mallisham him-
self was fired, The dismissal note from
Bell accused Mallisham, membership
chairman of thelocal civil rightsgroup,
of causing a Negro boycott of Zeigler
products, And, the note said, Mallisham
did not have ¢‘the proper attitude,”
A week later, he was hired again,
While all the firing and rehiring was
going on, the local presented other
grievances to Bell about violations of
seniority, discrimination against union
members, and the company®s refasalio

help collect union dues, None of these
grievances was acted upon,

After Mitchell was fired on Aug. 3, the
union again presented a grievance,
When ten days went by withnocompany
action, the union decided to strike,

But the national Packinghouse Work-
ers union could‘not support Local 680,
because the strikers had gone against
the *‘no-strike clause’’of the November,
1964, contract,

So the strike went on, with picket
lines, strike-breakers, fist-fights, and
accusations flying left and right,

Finally, two weeks ago,lawyers from
Zeigler’s and the national union met in
Birmingham and, with no members of
the local present, signed the agreement
ending the strike,

Even Morgan Stanford, the nationwide
union’s lawyer, said he didn’texpect the
settlement to accomplish much, unless
a federal injunction couldbe obtained to
prevent future discrimination against
the local, This is unlikely, he sald,

Bell said, ¢‘The union’s all right, I
guess--now thatwe got rid of the trouble
-makers, We treat everybody alike,”

(CONTINUED O3 PAGE SIX)

MOBILE TERRACE DAY-CARE CENTER

Three-Way Battle For
Mobile’s Poverty Money

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--If vou know the fairy tale
about the beautiful princess who kept
turning down all the younZz men that
wanted to marry her because she was
waiting for the day when her Prince
Charming would come, then you also
know the story of Mobile’santi-poverty
program,

Since the Economic Opportunity Act
went into effect in August, 1964, Mo-
bile men have been writing, phoning, and
flying to the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity (OEO) in WashingtonandAtlanta,
asking for approval of their anti-pover-
ty program,

But the OEO hasn’t said ¢Yes” to
anyone )et, It has been waiting for the
right people to submit :he right pro-
gram,

A few anti-poverty projects, like
Head Start, can be runby organizations
that already exist, suchas public school
systems and churches,

But most projects have tobe runby an
anti-poverty committee composed of

local people representing all racesand .

economic levels in the area, The OEO
will approve only one committee in any
one area,

Four different committees were
formed at first in Mobile, The OEO said
they would have to get together,So some
people formed a fifth committee and
asked all the other commitiees to dis-
solve themselves and join it, Two of
them did--and two of them didn’t,

That left three rival committees,
Each of the three has been asking the
OEO for months to approve its pro-
grams,

The OEO has .waited, hoping the three
would merge and submit a single pro-
gram, Thatlooks very doubtful now, The
OEO will probably have tochooseone of
the three, or else there will be noanti-
poverty program in Mobile,

In Mobile Terrace, at the western
edge of the city, the members of the Ci-
tizens Association of Mobile Terrace,
Inc,, wish some anti-povertyprogram
would get approval soon,

They started the association last
February, as a kind of anti-poverty

committee for their own neighborhood,
They have determination and hope, but
they don’thave much money to work
with, A Mobile anti-poverty committee,
with access to federal funds, might be
able to help them out,

In the meantime, the association
members have to get by onweekly dues
of 25¢ and the money they can raise
in other ways, The dues don’t bring in
much, “At first, we had eight or ten
people at our meetings,”” said M, L,
Brown, the group’s president, Now we
have 20 or 30 people we can count on,’’

During the summer,Mrs,David Mat-
thews prepared big outdour dinners
once a week and invited the neighbor-
hood, The profits went to the associa-
tion, Now she is selling pies,

Other people are helping in similar

ways,

A few months ago, the association
rented an abandoned, run-down house,
and began fixing it upasaday-care cen-
ter for children, The association bought
some of the material, The members do-
nated the rest, along with their labor,

‘“We started witha day-care center,”’
said Brown, ‘‘because there are lots of
mothers here who need toworkbutdon’t
have any place toleavetheir children,’’

The center opened a monthagoandis
now taking in 12 to 15 children each
weekday,

It stands on an unpavedrutted street,
It needs paint, Some of the windows are
broken, There are no steps to the back
porch, There is norunning water and no
toilet, There are few toys, crayons, or
books, and no swings or slidesoutside,

But the center is in better condition

than many of the houses in Mobile Ter-
race, and more parents are bringing
their children to it every week,

Day-care centers cangetanti-pover-
ty funds,and theassociationplanstoap-
ply for some--as soon as Mobile getsan
anti-poverty program,

Take a sweet,all-Americanwife with
her three kids outside their suburban
home,

Add a lot of static, and chatter about
EVA and rendezvous and GT 6 and GT
7-

Throw in plenty of charts andgraphs
and beeps and buzzes, And, finally, stir
in two smiling announcers, fighting off
sleep and trying to explain big words,

That is what television’s coverageof
space shots usually amounts to, So you
can imagine how interesting things will
be on TV inthe nexttwoweeks,when the
United States attempts to orbit two
manned spacecrafts at once,

TV has obvious problems trying to
cover an event that its cameras can’t
reach,

In spite of this, TV is still the best
way to find out what is going on,

All three networks willhave live cov-
erage of the Gemini 7 launch Saturday
from Cape Kennedy, Fla,

NBC will cover the event full blast
from 1l a,m, until 1:30 p.m,, when the
Penn State-Maryland football game
starts, Then the network willdevotethe
upper left-hand quarter of the screento
the space launch, and the rest to the
football game, (Honest,) ABC begins
coverage at 3 p,m, Saturday,

In case you miss the live coverage,

Seven Gadsden Stores

BY STEPHEN E, COTTON

GADSDEN -- Gadsden businessmen
quietly avoided a scheduledboycott this
week by agreeing to hire Negroes as
full-time store clerks,

The Equal Employment Committee,a
group of Negro ministers and laymen,
had called for a boycott of four down-
town stores that had refused to hire
Negroes on a permanent basis,

The Negro group planned to begin
picketing the stores last Monday,

But some of the city’slargestretail-
ers calledinNegrorepresentatives late
last week and urged them to reconsider,
In return, the businessmen promised
that seven of the city’s largest chain
stores would begin hiring Negro clerks
this week,

Three of the stores that Negroes were
going topicket were independent stores,
Their hiring practices were not affected
by the bi-racial agreement,

But businessmen who met with the
Negroes promised to keep tryingto get
the independent stores to hire Negro
clerks,

Before last week’s agreement, only
two white-owned stores in Gadsden had
consented to hire Negroes clerks as
employes, Several others said they
would hire Negroes for the Christmas
rush,

According to a spokesman for the
Equal Employment Committee, the bus-
inessmen at the bi-racial meeting said
they wanted to preserve racial harmony
in Gadsden,

The spokesman said the planned pick-
eting was ‘‘not in keeping with thebus-
inessmen’s image of Gadsden,”’

One of the white businessmen who set
up the meeting with Negroes said store
managers are doing as little talking as
possible about the hiring of Negro
clerks until they see how it works
out,

¢‘People on all sides already know
about it,”” he added,

T o

you can tune in later in the evening for
tape broadcasts,

As the GT 7 astronauts spin around in
their 14-day, 329-hour long flight, tele-
vision stations will provide regular bul-
letins throughout the whole week, when-
ever there is news,

And there will probably be bulletins
when there is no news, too, They might
interrupt the Beverly Hillbillies to tell
you that one of the astronauts?’ kids fell
out of a tree,

The line-up for Saturday’s Gemini 7
launch is Frank Borman of the Navy and
James A, Lovell of the Army, (Theyare

astronauts, notannouncers,Huntleyand ...

Brinkley stay on the ground,)

The fun starts Monday, Dec, 13, when
the launch of the second spacecraft,
Gemini 6, is planned,

Astronauts Walter M, Schirra Jr, of
the Navy and Thomas P, Stafford ofthe
Air Force willbe thepilotsinthatblast-
off,

There will be complete TV comment-
ary that day for the launch, andlater in
the day for the planned meeting of the
two vehicles 1n space,

Gemini 6 is scheduled tosplashdown
in the Atlantic Ocean Wednesday,
Dec, 15, Gemini 7 will come down the
following Saturday, if all goes well, TV
will cover the splash-downs,

What does it all mean?

The double flight marks a major U,S,

44 Agree to Hire Negroes

The Equal Employment Committee
had been meeting with individual store
managers in an effort to crack the em-
ployment barrier,

Downtown Gadsden got its first Negro
clerk two weeks agowhenMrs, Marilyn
Morris reported to work at J, C, Pen-
ney, Sears, Roebuck & Co, hasalso told
a Negro he will behiredon a permanent
basis,

Earlier, some stores had said they
would hire Negroes on atemporaryba-
sis for the Christmas holidays, But the
Equal Emplosment Committee had in-
sisted that Negroes be hired on 2 per-
manent basis,

A leaflet circulated by the commit-
tee declared, ‘It iswrong to takea peo-
ple’s money and only let them work
three weeks a year,”’

Negroes Named

BIRMINGHAM--Five Negroes were
appointed to city-wide boardslast week
by the Birmingham City Counclly Bed
fore that, there hadbeenonly one Negro
on any of the committees,

The appointments met mixed reac-
tions among local Negroes, Although
people were happy that Negroes had
been appointed to some important pos-
itions, many said they were disappoint-
ed that a Negro had not been named to
the vacancy on the school board,

The appointments have caused ‘“no
unusual comments’’ from white people,
according to Councilman George Sei-
bels,

The Negro appointees were attorney
Arthur Shores, named to the Housing
Authority of Birmingham District;
Miles College instructor Mrs, Imogene
Murchison, named to the Library
Bnard; L, J, Willie,namedto the county
Department of Pensions and Security 5
and Mrs, Dorothy Echols and Mrs, Es-
tella Adams, chairmen of their local
Community Action Committees, named
to the Jefferson County Committee for
Economic Development,

effort in space, It is, first, a test of
how longman canliveand work inspace,
Also, man may discover in the next
two weeks that two vehicles are ableto
meet in space,
It this meeting is possible, he will
then be able tosendup anorbiting space

docking station, A flight to the moon
could then use the docking station as a
‘‘stopping-off’* point on its long trip,

And thatis what y,s, space people will
have in mindfor thefuture when they at-
tempt their major experiment this
weekend,



‘I Want a Bicycle for Christmas’

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMES H. PEPPLER

Long before Christmas comes, nowadays, Santa Claus comes. He sits in department stores
to find out what all the children want for Christmas,

Grownups think he is there just to make them spend more money. But the children, who
climb on his lap and whisper secret things in his ear, know that’s not true. They know he
comes early because he wants to have time to talk to everybody.

And children are the only ones who really know about Santa Claus,

¢“] want a VAROOM., And I
want a Varoom for my sister
Michele when she grows up.”’

¢, ..and Santa, if youcan,
when you come please bring a
pair of bedrvom slippers. Mine
is wore out,”’

‘1 don’t wanna sit on San-
ta Claus’s lap!”?

‘“Don’t you like Santa
Claus 7"

‘“Yes, I’ll1 just stand here
and throw him kisses,”’

A little boy asked fora Bar-
bie doll. Agirl asked forahigh-
chair,

And Santa told them all, ‘‘Say
your prayers, mind your pa-
rents, and be sure to go to
Sunday School.”’
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Talladega Students Meet Their

TEXT BY JAMES P, WILLSE; PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARGARET MONTGOMERY

TALLADEGA--Like many othercolleges, Talladega
College has its fraternitiesand sororities. Ithaschap-
ters of Omega Psi Phi, Kappa Alpha Psi, Alpha Phi

Alpha and Alpha Kappa Alpha. And

it has TREC.

TREC isn’t a secret Greek letter society. The let-
ters stand for Talladega Recreation and Education
Committee, and its mempbers are Talladega students
who work on projects to help the surroundingcommu-

nity.

There’s nothing exclusive about TREC. Anyone can
join, ope student says, who is ‘“interested 1n people,’”
TREC, which began two years ago as a small committee of the Talladega

student senate,

soon grew into a separate organization of about 15 members,

The committee started out by investigating the needs of predominantly Negro

neighborhoods near the college, The
students wanted tofind out what they
could do to help fill the needs,

Discovering what the neighborhoods
wanted wasn’t easy at first, since peo-
ple in the college hadn’t beengettinga-
long very well with people in the com-
munity, The president of the Talladega
student body explains, ‘I guess a lo*af
the members of the community thought
that the students felt that we were above
Mm.n

TREC overcame this feeling by ase-
ries of meetings with local civic and
church leaders and with the people in the
neighborhoods themselves, At the
meetings the students just listened most
of the time,

“We tried to getthem tosuggestwhat
they thought was needed so they didn’t
think we were coming in and telling them
what was wrong,” sald Miss Joretha
McCall, one of the TREC workers,

Out of these meetings came ideasfor
some specific projects and TREC mem-
bers started to work on them,

—d

They organized agroup of 60 students
to distribute leaflets about sanitation
and to work on a neighborhood Cleanup
Day, A youth club was started in coop-
eration with the local churches,

But it wasn’t unt{l the summerof1964
that TREC got into high gear,

In the neighborhood meetings, people
had suggested starting some kind of
summer recreation program for the
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THOSE FIRST HOT DAYS WERE'FILLED WITH PAPER WORK--L.ETTERS TO

COMMUNITY LEADERS, SURVEY SHEETS, RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS .. ..

BY MARJORIE LEES LINN

BIRMINGHA M--In 1960 the Alabama Supreme Court
granted a Bessemer widow full accident insurance ben=-
efits for the death of her husband.

One conditionof the insurance policy said, ‘“This pol=
icy does not cover death caused from homicide.” But
three years before, a man had been convicted for the
first degree murder of her husband.

‘“A note of caution seems needed lestthiscase rise
in a different form to haunt us,’”” warned one of the
Supreme Court justices whenthe courtdecided toaward

the benefits to the widow,

And even as he spoke, there awaited in the background the strange contradic-
tory case of Caliph Washington, a form that rose to cast its shadow upon our
judicial system and haunt the consciences of many men,

Early on the morning of July 12,1957, Caliph Washington, a 17-year-old Negro

soldier, drove through Lipscomb,Ala,,
toward his home in Bessemer,

Later, in court, Washingtongave this
account of the events that led tohisar-
rest:

Two shots were fired from an auto-
mobile that was trailing him, He drove
on to Bessemer with the car in pursuit,

Suddenly, a light on top of the carbe-
gan to flash, and Washington realized
for the first time that it was a police-
car, He pulled up Exeter Alley and stop-
ped.

The policemen ordered Washington
out of the car and told him toput up his
hands, He obeyed, One of the officers
questioned him about having whiskey in
his car, He told the officer that he had
no whiskey and was on his way home,

The officer then attempted to strike
W ashington with his pistol and a tussle
followed, The gun went off, and the of-
ficer fell,

Washington told the court that hefled
the scene, terrified,

Washington was arrested in Missis-
sippl two days later with the officer’s
gun in his bag. He wasreturnedtoBes-
semer, tried and sentenced to death in
the electric chair for the first degree
murder of Officer James B, Clark,

A Bessemer policeman testified in
the trial that Washington had made the
following confession:

‘““When | started to get out of the car
he met me and he got me inthe belt and
walked around to the right hand side of
the police car, and when he reached
down to unlock the car with hisother
hand I just whirled in under him and
grabbed his pistol and then steppedback
and shot him two or three times,”

According to the pathologist’s report

community’s youth, As the end of school
approached, TREC asked Miltoa Hurst,
an energetic member of the collegefac-
ulty, to work with them as project di-
rector, With his help, they drewup a
plan for a program ofplaygound recre-
ation and a kindergartenfor pre-school
children,

TREC submitted this plan to the na-
tional office of the United Church of
Christ,

The students thought the Church of
Christ might take an interest in the
project since they had recently sent a
group of officials through Talladega to
survey living conditions in the South,

The Church responded by granting
TREC $1,900 to pay the salaries of stu-
dents willing to work with the program
all summer,

At the end of the school year, five
students moved into homes in thecom-
munity and began work,

They organized sdftball, volley‘ball
and other sports programs at the two
city-owned Negro playgrounds and set
up playground facilities at athirdloca-
tion, One of the studentstaughtartsand
crafts, Talladega College donated the
use of its pool once a week, and the city
recreation department donated sports
equipment,

TREC began a free eight-week kin-
dergarten for children whose parents
could not afford the extra expense of
pre-school, It was a ‘Head Start pro-
gram’ before anyone in Washingtonhad
thought up the idea of Head Start, Vo-
lunteer teachers from the Talladega
schools taught about 75 children ev-
ery day,

It was the first time that some had
ever been given toys of their own to play
with, A parent of a child in the program

_"'.J'H_

remembers, ‘It gave children who be-
fore only went to Sunday school some-
thing new to look forward to,”’

The most successful part of the
summer was the playground program,
At first only the younger childrencame,
but then youths almost in their twenties
joined in, “We had some awful bigboys
playing volleyball,”” remembers oneof
the students,

On Wednesday, swimday, eachplay-
ground had a turn at the Talladega Col-

THEN CLASSES BEGAN: ‘“MONDAY-NUMBERS, TUESDAY, ABC’S, WEDNES-
DAY-CLOCK, THURSDAY-RHYMES, FRIDAY-SONGS IN MISS SAVAGE’S CLASS,

The Strange Case of Caliph Washington

there was only one bullet found in the
body of the dead man, It punctured the
aorta and lodged 1n the spine,

The shirt Clark was wearing showed
a bullet hole but no powder burns or
smudges, This might show that Wash-
ington stepped back andfired, as theal-
leged confession said, On the other hand
it could indicate that the gun was not
pointed at the officer,

The state toxicologist testified that
the bullet bore a flattened surface which
could not have been caused by contact
with flesh or bone, and evidence was
presented that there was a dent in the
police car that had notbeenpresentbe-
fore the shooting,

Under cross-examination Washing-
ton was shown the alleged confession,
but he was not allowed to read it, Over
the strong objections of the defense at-

torneys, the judgeallowed the statement
to be admitted as testimony against
Washington, It was one of the pieces of
evidence the jury considered in decid-
ing Washington guilty of first degree
murder,

The Supreme Court of Alabama re=-
versed this decision on Feb, 12, 1959,
The high court said that the confession
could not be used as evidence,

Washington was tried again,and again
he vas given the death sentence, This
time the verdict was upheld by the Su-
preme Court of Alabama onOct, 4,1962
and again on Jan, 17, 1963,

Meanwhile, the widow of Officer
Clark, the dead policeman, tried to col-
lect on her husband’s accident policy,
This was the policy quoted atthebegin-
ning of the article, Three times the Su-
preme Court upheld the judgment on
Nov, 24, 1959, Jan, 12, 1960 and Sept, 8
1960,

Caliph Washington received several
stays of execution, But he was granted
his last stay by Gov, GeorgeC, Wallace
on Nov, 17, 1964, A new date--Dec, 4--
was set for the execution,

onyDec, 2, the governor made his de-
cision not to interfere again, Hurried
appeals were made to the Alabama Su-
preme Court twice on Dec, 3 and were
turned down, Then late Friday after-
noon, just seven hours before Washing-
ton w2s scheduled todie, Federal Judge
Frank M, Johnson Jr, granted a stayof
execution until further order from his
court,

on July 8,1965,Judge Johnsonorder-
ed Washingtonreleasedfrom Kilby Pri-
son, He was turned over to Jefferson
County authorities and is now in the
Birmingham jail awaiting another trial,

When he walked through the gates of
Kilby Prison on July 8, he leftbehindan
exemplary record,

Many members of the Concerned
White Citizens of Alabama and the
NAACP believe heis innocent, They are
trying to raise money to pay lawyers?
fees and $1,000 for Washington’s bond,

A member of the Concerned White
Citizens explained her interest in the
case this way:

“Perhaps he could look forward to
freedom if we, eachandevery one of us,
would only remember that Caliph Wash-
ington is not just a name on a piece of
paper or the central character inastory
we’ve been told, Caliph Washingtonisa
human being! And every human being
deserves the honest thought and coasi-
deration of his fellowmen,
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lege pool, TREC instructed an average
of 200 children each swim day,

Children who came to the playgrounds
learned more than sports and games,
TREC workers led reading groups and
trips to the library,

The response from the community
was good, John Taylor, president of the
Talladega Civic League, sald, ‘‘Before
TREC, there weren’t any systematical-
ly organized programs like this, We
were really impressed with the orga-
nization and with the cultural instruc-
tion like arts and crafts,’”

But when the summer of 1965 rolled
around and preparations began for the
second playground project, TREC ran
into difficulties,

For one thing, Milton Hurst had left
Talladega to attend the University of
Alasbama LawSchool, Thegroup was left
without an adult toplanandassume res-
poasibility for tne project,

The college withdrew its supportbe-
cause the program didn’t have a quali-
fied supervisor, and the city recreation
department soon followed suit,

However, the most serious difficulty
was the lack of funds, “We were real-
ly at a loss when we had to start shop-
ping around for money on our own,’”’
recalls Miss Myrna Anderson, who had
taught arts and crafts inthe TREC pro-
gram the summer before,

Miss Anderson and Miss McCall de-
cided to stay in Talladega last summer,
even though TREC didn’t have enough
money for a full program, They worked
with the newly-formed HeadStartpro-
gram in the mornings and ran play-
ground activities in the afternoons, The
parents of some of the children help-
ed out, and a staff of junior counselors,
local teenagers who had worked with
TREC the summerbefore, kept the pro-
gram going,

And again, people in Talladega said
the program made the summer worth-
while for many children,

Mrs, Maddy Nolan, whose two chil-
dren attended the playgounds both sum-
mers, describes TREC’s programs this
way:

“]t was really wonderful, Parents
knew where their children were and
the children learned to be together
more, And the arts and crafts taught
them to be leaders on their own so they
could say to themselves, ‘Now we’re
doing something,’

“1f TREC hadn’t come back, the kids
would have probably just wound up
in the same old rut--hanging around and
wandering up and down the streets,’’

Back in classesnow, TREC members
are thinking ahead to next summer,

The outlook isn’t very bright, Again
lack of funds threatens tolimitthepro-
ject, But there are rays of hope, par-
ticularly the government’s vast Office
of Economic Opportunity,

Civic League president Taylor, who
hag heen active in setting up Tallade-

Neighbors
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JUNIOR COUNSELOR MICKIE LEE LEADS CHILDREN IN A CIRCLE DANCE |

THE CHILDREN LEARNED THAT NEW GAMES

At e

ga’s new OEO-spongored community
Action project, was so impressed with

TREC’s activities that he plans to re-
commend that the OEO support a pro-
gram along the same lines,

“We’d like to see TREC work with
elementary and high school students in
remedial instructionandalsohave them
keep up their recreational and cultu-
ral programs,’”” Taylor said,

And Milton Hurst, TREC’s first di-
rector, is now associate director of
Tuscaloosa’s community action pro-
gram, Hurst thinks TREC will be able
to function again this summer {f they
get some leadership from an adult and
conduct an organized fund-raising
drive,

He believes groups of college stu-
dents like those in TREC are import-
ant to the War on Poverty,

¢Groups like TREC canpickup where
the poverty program leaves off,”” he
said, “They can cover people who are
on the border of poverty and they can
help those who may be more impov-

TREC HAD A HEAD START PROGRAM
BEFORE THERE WAS HEAD START

erished culturally than they are finan-
cially,”?

In return, Hurst feels activites like
TREC can help college students, es-
pecially students at Negrocolleges, al-
most as much as it helps the children,

“A lot of Negroes come to college to
escape,’” he explained, ‘They don’t
want to get involved with people, except
maybe through demonstrations,

“Doing community work isn’t a gla-
morous job like demonstrating, but we
have to salvage some of the energy that
goes into demonstrations and turnitin-
to student involvement with people,
This is where TREC comes in;*?

COULD BE AS MUCH FUN AS ‘OLD STAND-BYS’



BY GAIL FALK

MONTGOMERY--Moreland G, Smith
Sr,, the architect who serves as chair-
man of the Alabama Advisory Commit-
tee tothe U,S, Civil Rights Commission,
left his Montgomery home this week to
start anew careerattheageof58,

He sold his share of the Montgomery
architecture firm of Sherlock, Smith
and Adams, Inc,, and went to Atlanta,
Georgia, to direct a city-planning pro-
ject for the Southern Regional Council,

Some of Smith’s friends said he left
because he was kicked out of his archi-
tecture firm forsupporting civil rights,

But Smith, thoughtful and quiet-spo-
ken, had a gentler way of explaining it:

¢¢My defense of equal opportunity, of
freedom of expression and diversity of
opinion, had made me a social and ec-
onomic liability,

¢“We are going through atime in Ala-
bama when it is difficult for people who

want to speak out and be constructive-
ly occupied to be a partoftheeconomic
community,”’

Smith’s decision to move to Atlanta
was not one of desperation, ¢“My wife
and I aren’t wealthy,” he said, ¢‘‘but we
won’t starve ., . .1 wouldn’t have left
without this challenging opportunity,’’

The ¢¢challenging opportunity’? is a
research projectabouttheeffects of ur-
ban planning, ‘“We want to see,’” said
Smith, ¢‘whether urban planners are
perpetuating ina technical way the con-
victions and prejudices of 50 and 75
years ago,”’

The study will collect and compare
statistics on things like paved streets
and fire protection in white and Negro
neighborhoods, It will study the kind of
homes people get after urban renewal
forces them to move,

Smith said results of the study will be
used to show local andfederal planners
‘‘that good planning and good economics

MORELAND SMITH

are compatible,”’
1 think they are,’” he said, ““but con-

Rights Committee Chairman Leaves State

vincing people will be alittle difficult,”

Shortly before he left Montgomery,
Smith sat listening to agroup of friends
as they discussed lastTuesday’scon-
stitutional amendment election, It was
the only time that some of them would
think about the way they were going to
vote,

They had little information about the
issues they were expected to vote on,

Smith didn’t take any part in the dis-
cussion, Instead, he wonderedhowAla-
bama citizens could be better supplied
with the necessary facts before elec~
tions, and how Americans could be
taught to take political participation
more seriously,

“I’m thinking about what’s after the
civil rights revolution, what’s goingto
happen to democracy in 20 years or 50
years,”’ he said quietly,

There aren’t many people thinking
that way in Alabama, and now there is
one less,

NOW HE’S A VOTER

Negroes Learn

Voting Is Work

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

las County Voters League the nightbe-
fore the election,Othershadmadetheir
decisions at the weekly ward meetings,

‘“There ain’t but three,’” said one wo-
man voter, ¢‘that they told us the num-
bers what not to say ‘Yes’ on,”

For Negroes who had registered with
the federal examiners, Tuesday was
their first trip to the polls, For some,
it was an ordeal,

Some people almost had a ballot
in their hands, only to find that they
still needed to pay their poll tax, Oth-
ers found that the polling place across
the street from them was not in their
district,and that they had towalkblocks
to get to the right place,

The long, difficult amendments dis-
couraged some of the Negroes whowere
trying to vote for the first time,

“Some of the words I can read but
don’t understand,”’ said one new voter
who had been registered by federal ex-
aminers after several unsuccessful
trips down to the county courthouse, She
voted against the literacy amendment,

But once it was over, most new voters
were happy and proud,

‘It feels good,”’ said onebeamingwo-
man, ¢Just feels like Ishouldhavebeen
doing it since I was old enough,”

Another elderly but spirited woman
admitted she had been scared the first
time to the polls,

““I was soshaky,’’ shesaid, “ Youfeel
shaky about something you hadn’t hada
chance to do before you’re 62,”

Then she smiled,

¢Now I’ve grown more stronger,’’

Anniston Case
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

‘‘Fighting the nigger is a war, and in a
war there’s got to be killing,”’

““Don’t talk to me about a motive,”
Circuit Solicitor R, Clarence Williams
said to Stoner and the jury attheend of
the trial, ‘“An hour after that rally,
there was a man whose life blood was
ebbing away on Highway 202,”

But after Williams’ final argument,
one thing was clear, Unlessthey believ-
ed Knight’s testimony, the jurors could
not find Strange guilty,

OPEN HOUSE
The Flower Box 871 Thurman St,

Across from Alabama State College
Montgomery

To Display selections for Christmas
Door Prizes
2-5 p.m, Sunday
—— e

RED BELL CAFE AND POOLROOM

Entertainment as you like it,

138 Monroe St,

Moatgomery, Ala.
— —_——

Space Covers

Next 7 cacheted covers commem-
orating oaly the major U, S, space
achievements for $3.00 advance de-
posit, SPACE CRAFT COVERS,
P.O, Box 229, Huntingtan, W, Va,
25724, U,S.A.

—

Bullock Negroes Plan
Attack on Jury System 0 Boycott, MIA

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

UNION SPRINGS--Negroleaderslast
week took their first step towarddeseg-
regating justice in Bullock County,

Members of the Bullock County Im-
provement Assogiation (BCIA) met with
Probate Judge Fred Main and other
county officials, to tell them that the
BCIA will soon demand a new jury-se-
lection system,

The new system would give Negroes
the same opportunity as whites to serve
on juries,

Claude Mitchell, a member of the
BCIA executive board, said the system
will be proposed to the county jury com-
missioners ¢‘‘as soon as we can make
contact with them,”’

“If we don’t get a sufficientanswer?”’
from the cominissioners, Mitchell said,
¢¢we will go to court,”?

“We’re going todemandthatthe com-
missioners put all menqualified to vote
on the jury list,’” saidH,O, Williams,a
BCIA leader, explaining the proposed
new system for selecting jg‘rors.

““We’re going to copy the names of all
males over 21 from the county voters

New School

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

Ingram said there was a great need
for a vocational school for N’egroes in
the central Alabama area,

““When there was a delay in the con-
struction,” he said, ‘“a rumor went a-
round that there was really notgoing to
be a new school for Negroes, But there
will be a school, and the doors will be
open in June,”

The present school, located at the
eastern end of the Southern By-Pass and
U.S. 23], is namad for the governor of
Alabama from 1958 to 1962,

The new school is named for the
president of Alabama State College
from 1925 to 1962,

LOWNDES JURY CASE
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

‘“Absolutely irrational,”” she said of
Alabama’s law against women jurors,
before she was finally silenced,

Judge Rives asked lawyers for the
Negroes and the jury commissioners to
submit written arguments on both ¢ the
racial problem and the women prob-
lem,”

A ruling in the case may not come for
several months, When it does, it might
order the jury commissioners to put
many more Negroes and women on the
jury rolls, Or it might say there is
nothing legally wrong with the present
system in Lowndes County,

Whatever the ruling is, it will prob-
ably be appealed directly to the U,S,
Supreme Court,

list andpresent thosenames tothecom-
missioners, We will ask them to cer-
tify them all, white and Negro, for the
jury lists,” Williams said,

The BCIA alsodemanded the appoint-
ment of Negro poll watchersintime for
the primary election next spring,

Williams said the Negro poll officials
were needed to prevent whites from
misleading or frightening Negrovoters,

‘““We’re going tohavepoll watchersor
we’re going to thefederalgovernment,”
Williams said, “There’s a lawagainst
itimidation at the polls,”? o

He said the BCIA will insist that'at
least one Negro be appointed io serve
as a poll watcher at every voters’ box
in Bullock County,

Federal Rights Trial

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

Lemuel Penn in Georgia,

In those cases, the indictments were
thrown out without a trial, The govern-
ment appealed, and the U,S, Supreme
Court is now studying both cases,

For Wilkins, this was the third trial
in connection with Mrs, Liuzzo’sdeath,
After a mistrial last May, a Lowndes
County jury acquitted him of a murder
charge in October,

In his closing argument for the pro-
secutio’n, U.S. Attorney Ben Hardeman
said, ‘It is not amufder trial, although
there was a murder init, Itisnot a tri-
al of the Klan, although there are Klans-
men in it,”

The case ‘‘transcends’” many of the
issues in the trial, Hardeman said, He
said it would determine whether the
country was ‘“going to permit a return
to medieval times,”’

10th Anniversary

MONTGOMERY -- The Montgomer)
Improvement Association (MIA) isask-
ing veterans of the 1955 bus boycott to
help observe the 10thanniversary ofthe
historic Negro protest,

‘““We're calling all car-pool drivers,
dispatchers, ministers, and persons
who were among the 90 arrested tobein
attendance next Thursday night at the
Holt Street Baptist Church, at which
time the spotlight willbe on them,?’ said
Mrs, Bertha D, Howard, chairman of the
anniversar) program’s publicity com-~
mittee,

The MIA is commemorating its own
10th anniversary, as well as the 10than-
niversary of theboycott that set the pat-
tern for non-violent protest throughout
the nation,

The observance will be a week-long
series of activities, from this Sunda}
to next Sunday,

On the final day, Dec, 12, the Rev,
Martin Luther King Jr, (first president
of the MIA) and the Rev. Ralph D,
Abernathy (second MIA president), will
be the featured speakers ata mammoth
rally in the city auditorium,

The theme of the week’s events is
¢“Not a Celebration--Buta Rededication
to the Unfinished Task,”’

Eddie’s
Seat Cover Mobile

Complete Auto
Upholstery
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Union Springs Charge
Riles Rights Leaders

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

UNION SPRINGS--A mysterious case
of vandalism has caused trouble for Ne-
gro leaders trying to get the local A&P
store to hire more Negroes,

Several cars were damaged early in
November, after members of the Bul-
lock County Improvement Association
(BCIA) had been picketing the A&P for
more than two months, The vandals
smeared red paint over the cars and
slashed holes in the seat covers,

The cars were all ownedby Negroes,
many of them prominent businessmen,
Most of the owners were people who had
ignored the picket line and continued
shopping at the A&P,

That, said Union Springs Mayor
Frank H, Anderson Jr,, put the suspi-
cion on the BCIA,

“We don’t know that the vandalism
has any connection with the picketing,”
Mayor Anderson said last week, ¢‘But
we surmise that’s what it is,

‘It is one thing to picket peacefully,
another to threaten those who don’t
agree with you and wanttopatronize the
place you are picketing, People havea
right to shop where they please,”’

Members of the BCIA reacted angrily
to the mayor’s statement,

“We didn’t make any threats,’” said
H, O, Williams, a BCIA leader, ‘“We
had one to three people picketing about
100 feet away from the store, We didn’t
try to prevent people from going inside
--except for the words on our signs,”’

Williams pointed out that the vandals
didn’t bother the cars of several other
Negroes who went through the picket
lines every day,

Mayor Anderson has offered a $200

reward for information leading to the
arrest of the vandals, Williams said the
mayor did this because ¢they think Ne-
groes did it,”’ ¢They’ve never offered
a reward before,” he said,

Mayor Anderson said he offereda re-
ward for the first time to ¢‘let people
know we’re trying to do something,”’

But James Poe, another BCIA leader,
charged that the mayor isn’t trying todo
very much,

¢“The mayor has not provided one
ounce of {eadership to get Negroes and
whites together and keep these things
from happening,”” Poe said, ‘It’s his
responsibility to know why we’re pick-
eting, and to end the situation which
caused it, Why didn’t he speak out for
fair employ ment?”?

Asked why he hasn’t taken steps to
end the dispute, the mayor laughed and
said:

‘““What’s the point in it??’

The BCIA members said they stopped
picketing the store three weeks ago, af-
ter themanager, Hove Woodruff, agreed
to meet with them,

At the meeting, Poe said, Woodruff
pointed out that the store hasone Negro
employe, a stock clerk, According to
Poe, Woodruff said he hadn’t found any
more qualified Negroes to hire,

“He said he would hire more Negroes
‘in due time,’’’ Poe said, “But if he
doesn’t do it soon, we will talk with the
district A& P manager in Birmingham
and the national office,”’

If that doesn’t work, the BCIA mem-
bers said, thev may ask Negro groups
in nearby counties to join inaselective
-buying campaign directed against the
A&P,
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Negroes in U.S. History--Chapter 7

At First, Only Poor Whites

Off to Battle in the Civil War

BY FRANK AND BOBBI CIECIORKA

THE CIVIL WAR was caused by the different needs

grand wizard of the Ku Klux Klan af-
ter the war,

of the North and the South, Lawsthat were good for ag-

riculture in the South were bad for industry in the
North, And laws that helped industry hurtagriculture.

The South felt that the North was picking on it. The
North thought the South was being old fashioned and

WHEN THE WAR ended in 1865, Ne-
groes looked to the future with hope in
their hearts, They didn’t know that one
hundred years later, equality wouldstill
be an empty promise,

holding up progress, This went on until finally the two

started fighting, Butonly a few people inthe South own-

ed most of the best land and most of the slaves, And only a few people owned the

Reprinted by permission from ¢Ne-
groes in American History--A Free-
dom Primer,”” available in book form

industry in the North, These people didn’t even have to fight in the war,
In the South, anyone who owned more than 15 slaves did not have to be a sol-

dier,

in most wurs, it was the working peo-
ple on both sides who did the fighting,
People said it was a ¢‘rich man’s war
but a poor man’s fight,’?

The North said it was fighting tosave
the Union, not free the slaves, Pres-
ident Lincoln said that he would keep

slavery if it would hold the counti to-
gether, At first, many Union officers
actually returned runaway slaves to
their masters, This helped the very
people the\ were fighting, So in thebe-
ginning of the war, man) slaves were
confused about what the war meant for
them, They waited and watched to see
what would happen,

Finally the Northern arm\ decided to
stop helping the enem) by returning
slaves, Negroes flocked to the Union
lines by the thousands, Over 500,000
slaves ranaway from their masters to
follow. the Union.army, It was the big-
gest general strike in the nation’s his-
tory,

After two :ears of fighting, I.incoln
decided that he could not win the war
without the help of Negroes, lle gave
the order*that Negroes could join the
army, By the end of the war, almost
200,000 black menhadanswered thecall
to arms, And 38,000 of them died inbat-
tle,

WHEN NEGROES FIRST joined the
army), many Union officers didn’t think
they would make good soldiers, But the}
soon provedthat they couldfight, Infact,
theyv fought even harder than white sol-
diers, They knew the evil of theenemy?’s
slavery better than anione else, One
Union colonel said tha. black soldiers
won hattles that the bravest white troops
would have lost,

In one battle near Richmond, 12 Ne-
groes won Congressional Medals of Ho-
nor, In another battle at Mlilliken’s
Bend, Louisiana, 2,000 Texans attacked

In the North, anyone who paid the government $300 did not have to go to
war, That was a lot of money in those days and only the rich could afford it, As

1,000 Negroes, The Negro troops ranout
of bullets and fought the Confederates
with their bay onets and with their hands,
They used their emgty guns as clubs,
The Texans were not used to this kind of
Latle and ran off in defeat,

Another reason Negroes fought so
hard was bhecause they knew ther vould
suffer hard treatment if they werecap-
tured. Man. Confederates hated Ne-
groes, Instead of treating them as pri-
soners of war, thev would murder an}
Negroes they caught,

One of the worst crimes of the war
was the Fort Pillow Massacre, The
Confederates captured thefortandkill-
ed every Negro aiter the battle, They
killed them: with bayonets and with
clubs, They burned them aliveandbur-
ied them alive, The: nailed them tohou-
ses and tortured them to death, Three
hundred Negroes were murdered in this
wa}, The Confederate general who led
the murderers was Nathan Bedford
Forrest, Forrest was a slave trader
before the war, He became the first

from The Student Voice, Inc,, 360 Nel-
son St, S,W,, Atlanta, Ga,

Copyright 1965, The Student Voice,
Inc, Text by Bobbi and Frank Ciecior-
ka, Drawings by Frank Cieciorka,

Wallace Warns
Viet Protesters

SELMA -- Gov, George C, Wallace
came up with two startling announce-
ments Tuesday at the annual meeting of
the Dallas County Citizens Council,

The governor threatened to expel stu-
dents at state-supported colleges and
universities who protested against the
war in Vietnam,

And he said the Hammermill Paper
Co,, already building a large plantnear
Selma, will make the city its southern
regional headquarters,

The governor warned students who
might circulate petitions opposing the
Vietnam war that they will be expelled
from school,

Hammermill’s decision, hesaid, will
bring ‘“manv more millions ofdollars??
into the state than seemed likely last
February, when the paper company first
announced its new Selma plant,

At that time, civil rights groups were
staging dJailv protests here, and right»
leaders looked on Hammermill’s action
as an endorsement of Selma’s and Ala-
bama’s racial policies,

Civil rights groups then picketed
Hammermill’s home office in Erie,
Pennsylvania, and began a boycott of
Hammermill products,

Because of space limitations, the
article on passengers’ complaints
about taxi drivers, promised for
this week, will appear in next week’s
SOUTHERN COURIER,
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ANNIETON-=-The stale champlonsbi
high schoal feaiball game ended In =
draw here lastSaturday.CobbAvenue of
Anniston (the Northern District cham-
pion) tied Williamson of Mobile (the

Southern District winner), 12 to 12,

The two teams were named state co-
champions for 1965,

The Panthers of Anniston scored
first,onal6-yard runby Curtis Thomas,
Williamson countered with a one-yard
plunge by Henry Hawthorne,

Cobb took the lead again onal6-yard
pass from Jerry Fuller to Joe Truss,
But the Lions of Williamson fought back,
and Hawthorne’s 13-yard run tied the
game with seven minutes left to play,

Cobb wo.nd up with an 8-2-1 season
record, Williamson hadonelossandthe
championship tie,

MOBILE --The Turkey Day Classic
between Central and Mobile County has
often been the championship game for
Negro high school teams in this corner
of Alabama, This year it wasn’t, be-
cause both squadshadalready lostafew
games,

But the game was still the biggest
band showand the biggest social event in
town, with more than10,000peopleinat-
tendance,

The c¢rowd saw two evenlv-matched
teams smash each other everywhere
except over the goal line in the first
half,

In the second half, the Mobile County
Whippets drove into scoring range

The
Montgomery

Bus
Boycott

Next week in

THE

Went NO One Wins HS Crown

ACTION IN MOBILE

on the passing of 15-year-oldboy-woun-
der quarterback Anderson Flen,

On the key play, the Central Wildcats
were looking for aline plunge, When the
ball was snapped, everybody smacked
together in a pile at the center of the
line, and Flen skipped around rightend
for the TD,

County added another TD after block-
ing a Wildcat punt on the Central goal
line, The final score was 12 to O,

But the Wildcats never gave up--that
just isn’t done in the Turkey Day Clas-
sic, FierceCentral blocking afteranin-
terception left a trail ofdisabledWhip-
pets stretched out behind the runner,

In other contests, Banks High topped
Ramsey, 7 to 0, in Birmingham’sCrip-
pled Children’s game; Alabama State
College beat Tuskegee, 20 to 12, and
Alabama defeated Auburn, 30 to 3,

STRIKE
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)

What is Joe Mallisham going to do?
He’s trying to make a new start by go-
ing to mechanics school and buying a
gas station near his home, It will take
him a while to earn as much money as
he made at the plant, but he figures it’s
worth it,
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