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IT WASN'T EASY MARCHING PAST "INTERESTED BYSTANDERS" IN PRATTVILLE 

Prattville: A Very T ense Week 
For Students and the Police 

BY TERRY COWLES 

PRA TTVILLE--The ten-day "cool
ing ott period" agreed on by local Ne
groes and civic and business leaders 
here e nded March 28. 

Since then there has been a renewal 
of picketing downtown stores, 32 ar
rests, and an alleged case of pol1ce b ru
tallty. And last Monday the chief of po
llce was hospitalize d  for "complete 
nervous and physical exhaustion." 

Local high school students have car
ried on civil rights activities in this 
small Autauga County town. Schooling 
came to a complete standstill last Tues
day w hen less than 30 students showed 

up at all-Negro North Highland High 
School. 

The day before, about 40 students 
blocked the entrances to the school and 
asked youngsters arriving for class to 
join them. 

The principal of the school, C. P. 
Everett, went to one of the entrances 
and told the students outside that school 
was open if any of them wanted to attend. 
No one walked Into the school. 

All the students left the school 
grounds and started for the downtown 
area. Police arrived on the scene be
fore the youths had gone two blocks. 

Pollce Chief C. O. Burton, who col-

LOWNDES COUNTY PARTY ELECTED AS OFFICERS (LEFT TO RIGHT) FRANK 
MYLES JR., CH APL AIN; MRS. RUTHIE MAE JONES, FINANCIAL SECRETARY; 
MRS. ALICE MOORE, RECORDING SECRETARY; JOHN HULETT, PRESIDENT; 
R.S, STRIC KLAND, VICE PRESIDENT; AND SIDNEY LOGAN JR., TREASURER, 

Black Panther Group Plans Campaign 

Lowndes Party 
Elects Officers 

BY LARRY F REUDIGER 

HAYNEVILLE -- Sixty 
Lowndes County res i
dents met Saturday to 
make formal a move that 
has been expected for 
several months. 

They formed the Lowndes County 
Freedom organization, which wlll run 
candidates for county offices In a third 
party, under the symbol of the black 
panther. 

They met to elect omcers, declare 
candidates, and discuss their plans for 
May 3 and the following general elec
tion. 

. Mos t of those at the meeting at Mt. 
Moriah Church In Beechwood were from 
the Lowndes County Christian Move
ment for Human Rights, and they elected 
as their president John Hulett, former 
chairman of the LCCMHR. 

Hulett opened the meeting by explain
Ing the reasons behind the formation of 
a third party. 

"We have to form our own power 
structure," he said, "U we stay within 
the Democratic party the same people 
will still be In c ontrol." 

He told about how the Lowndes County 
Democratic organization had Increased 
the !lUng fees by 900% to keep poor Ne
'groes from entering the primary. 

He said that rich Negroes have always 
been in the Democratic party, and are 
there only for power. 

• 'They get Into posl tions of power then 

just walk all over their black brothers 
and Sisters," Hulett said. 

Some people have criticized the black 
panther symbol, he said, because it Im
pl1es there's no place for whites. 

"But things have been white for too 
long now. Why can't they be all black a 
wh1le?" 

He said that black people must learn 
to use political power. 

"We boycotted the schools most of 
last year and got nothing. If we had the 
power to put some white kids into those 
schools, then we'd get the money." 

And speaking at Influence with the 
federal government, the new president 
said, "The federal government's been 
playing around with us on this poverty 
program. If we had the power we could 
get the program. 

"Once you get power, you don't have 
to beg." 

The moderator of the meeting was R. 
S. Strickland, who was later chosen as 
the organization's vice president by 
unanimous vote. 

Strickland told the gathering that the 
Negro people of Lowndes county had 
voted for representatives in the cOllnty 
Democratic organization, but had their 
votes stolen and were declined a voice. 

He then explained the legal proce
dures that the new organtzation must 
follow to get their candidates on the bal
lot. 

On May 3, the day at the Democratic 
primary, 50 or more members of the 
Freedom Organization must hold a con-
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lapsed in city hall later in the day, pulled 
his pistol from its holster and tired. 

Chief Burton "shot Into the ground, 
over to the Side," said Assistant Police 
Chief O. B, Thompson. "He was just 
trying to get their attention." 

Words were exchanged by stUdents 
and officers. Then police went Into the 
group and made two arrests. 

Students said that one or those ar
rested, Willie D, Leon, was brutally 
beaten and that his shoes and socks were 
removed as he was carried to the squad 
car. 

Police said that Leon was later 
charged with "disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest." 

"He was klcklng at them," Assistant 
Chtef Thompson said. He said force was 
needed to make the arrest. 

Leon had earlier been released from 
jail on $3,500 bond on previous charges 
of "assault with intent to murder." The 
charges came after an alleged beating 
of two white youths by Leon, SCLC 
worker Robert Sims Jr., and two other 
Negro youths. 

Leon was being held in Kilby Prison 
in Montgomery until $1,000 bond was 
posted tor the new charges. M rs. Sallie 
Mae Hadnott, a NAACP leader In pratt
v1lle, said Wednesday that oHiclais have 
refused to let a doctor go to examine 
Leon. 

The other boy arrested, Frank Davis, 
was released into the custody of his 
mother. Thompson said, "He was curs
Ing at us." 

Chief Burton had made 26 arrests the 
day before, Sunday, across the street 
from the Negro First Baptist Church. 
Studen ts had asked for use of the church 
for meetings and were refUsed. Sunday 
they picketed the church from the 
grounds of the NAACP office across the 
street. Two church officials met with 
police and complained that the picketers 
were loud and were disturbing services. 

Burton arrived at the scene and 
placed all picketers under arrest at 
gunpoint. They were taken to the city 
jail w' .ere a crowd of whites gathered 
after church services. 

Because they were under 16, five of 
the 26 arrested were released into the 
custody 01 their parents. The other 21 
were transported to Kilby Prison. One 
of the 21, l4-year-Old Evelyn lIoward, 
was transported to Kilby by mistake. 

ASSistant Chief Thompson said 
Wednesday that those arrested had been 
moved to Kilby because of a lack of fa
cillties In PrattvlIle. 

"We only have two litUe cells here," 
he said. "They (the picketers) are still 
in the custody of the Prattville pollce, 
and we have a man and woman with them 
at aU times." 

Tuesday 275 students at Autauga 
County Training School dropped their 
classes to demonstrate around the 
school grounds while eight state troop
ers and two deputy sheriffs looked on. 

"We heard what happened In Pratl
vUle," one of the students sald. 

Picketers have continued to march 
in front of businesses on Second st. in 
Prattv1JJe, the main street in town. 

Tuesday two white youths, Jerry 
Walker and WilHam MCKinnis, were ar
rested by pollee for allegedly throwing 
bottles at picketers leaving the down
town area. They have been released on 
$200 bond each. 

Circuit Court Judge Glen Curlee, 
at the request of the school board, 
issued an order Tuesday forbidding four 
civil rights groups In Autauga County 
from: urging students to leave school 
or prevent their going into school; 
encouraginlr students to demonstrate 
during school hours; or Interferlng with 
the operation of schools. 

Politicians, Leaders Fight 
Over'The Negro Vote' 

BY STEPHEN E. COTTON 

BIR MINGHA M--The lean, nervous looking man played with his campaign card 
as he glanced out the window. Never before haa he seen the view from the Ma
sonic Temple Building , a Negro office building in downtown Birmingham. 

He had just finished speaking with Orzell Billingsley Jr. , chairman of the Ala
bama Democratic Conference, Inc. It hadn't gone too well. 

No, he had told Billingsley , he hadn't spoken to any other Negro about his cam
paign. No, he hadn't arranged to speak to any Negro group. But. he quickly added, 
he was a friend of the Negro people. 

"Like I told Billingsley ," the candidate said afterwards, "I commanded the 
Army's first integrated training company. I know it was integrated. I think they 
said it was the first one." 

"You know," he went on, "I sug
gested having nigger policemen here 
five, six, seven years before I ever 
heard of Martin Luther King. I asked 
Bu)) Connor about it." 

He paused. "We really have to get 
off the emotionalism on that sort of 
thing," he said. "I'm talking about ev
erybody. King talks in terms of labels 
like 'police brutality.' To the average 
person, that means nothing." 

,. And please don't print that," he 
added. "It would kill me." 

He hadn't talked like that to Billings
ley. But a candidate whoaddressed 200 
Negro steel workers in Fairfield Sunday 
wasn't quite as lucky. He let the word 
"nigger" slip out. 

"If you can't pronounce the word 'Ne
gro,' " one of the workers snapped at 
him, II say • colored .",ople' or don't say 
anything." 

With Negro voter registration soar
Ing, more white candidates are talklng 
with Negroes than ever before. II A few 
of them used to call up just before the 
election," Billingsley recalled this 
week. "They'd be afraid to come down 
here." 

"They're not afraid any more," he 
smlled. "If 1 want to get any work done, 
the best thing to do is to leave the of
fice." 

BlIIingsley is not the only man being 
sought out by white candidates. Just 
abou t any Negro who's anybody here has 
had his share of phone calls and visits. 

But until this year, Billingsley's 
ADCI was the only Negro political action 
organization with chapters throughout 
the state. Now there's another one, and 
the struggle tor power Is fierce. 

The new group, the Confederation of 
Alabama's Political Organizations, Is 
the brain child at SCLC's Hosea 
Williams. 

"When I started organizing this con
federation, one man told me that I 
shouldn't start messing around here be
cause Alabama was already organ
ized," Williams told "One or the first 
meetings of this group. "I asked him 
how it could already be organized when 
Alabama had never had the vote before 
this time." 

Williams announced publicly that the 
confederation was cooperating with the 
other Negro political groups In the 
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HOSEA WILLIAMS (AT RIGHT) KEEPS AN EYE ON ORZELL BILLINGSLEY 
JR., AND, LATELY,BILLINGSLEY HASBEENKEEPING AN EYE ON WILLIAMS. 

Selma's Poor Object 
To Poverty Set-up 

SELMA--Poor Negroes here have 
complained to President Johnson that 
they are belng left out of the Dallas 
County anti-poverty program. 

They sent a telegram to the President 
and a long list of other important people 
--like Sargent Shriver, Martin Luther 
King Jr., Adam Clayton Powell, John 
Doar, and Roy Wilkins. 

They followed that with a written 
statement protesting "the Insulting be
havlor and language of the Office of E co
nomic Opportunity rl!presentatlves, 
th�ir high pressure tactics, lntimlw
tlon, threats, and willful misstatement 
of facts, . . .  the underhanded manner In 
which they have dealt with this commun
ity." 

The telegram and statement were 
drafted by SHAPE, the Selma Negro 
anti-poverty organization, and signed 

by its chairman, the Rev. Ernest M. 
Bradford. 

SHAPE said the OEO people from 
Atlanta came Into the communttyuBJk· 
Ing the white power structure who are 

the 'good niggers' In the community." 
It said elected poverty representatives 
of the Negro community were ignored. 

Mr. Bradford said he was ignored by 
the federal OEO staff even though be 
has been elected at least three Urnes, 
he said, to head the effort of the Negro 
community to shape a poverty program. 

SHAPE said OEO failed to recopize 
that the Negro community in Dallas 
County is the majority one and that the 
poor are a "substantial majority In Dal
las County." 

Cafe Integration Try 
Stirs ThoDlasville 

The deCision to send the telegram and 
formal protest was made after efforts by 
the federal Community RelatioosServ
Ice failed to bring about any understand. 
Ing between SHAPE and Its rival organl
z;ltion, The Dallas County and City of 
Selma Economic opportunlty, incorpo
rated. 

SHAPE said the Atlanta OEO staff 
"worked very closely" with the other 
Dallas County group. Four Youths Arrested 

BY GAIL FALK 
THOMASVILLE--Until three weeks 

ago people In Thomasville, In northern 
Clarke County, didn't take much inter
est In civll rights activity. 

Then on TUesday evening, March 22, 
seven young Negroes decided to eat at 
all-white Grace's Restaurant, None of 
the white restaurants in town had served 
Negroes until then. 

The seven gotservlce, ate their meal, 
and lett the restaurant without any trou
ble. 

Shortly afterwards four of the young 
people--Osle Pritchett, Claude Dicki
son, Clarence Allen, and Edison Jack
son -- were arrested. They were 
charged with "cussing in the streets," 
according to city attorney Johnson 
M cCall. 

McCall said the arrests had nothing 
to do with public accommodations test
Ing. 

Whether they did or not, many Ne
groes in town tnoughl the young men had 
been arrested because they ate at 
Grace's, and they go! angry -- angry 
enough to want to do something. 

SCLC field secretary Miss Ethel 
Brooks came to town, and an organized 
program of public accommodations 
testing got underway. 

Groups of Negroes went to eat at Peo
ple's Drug Store, John cassity's res
taurant, Alabama Grill, and pan Am 
Cafe--all white restaurants in Thomas
Ville. Miss Brooks spent the night at 
the Jefferson Davis Motor Court. The 
testers reported courteoos service at 
every place. 

Sunday, March 27, several students 
said they wanted to watch "Thunder
ball" at the Thomllsvllle Theatre from 
the fronl seats. Negroes had always sat 
in back of the theater belore. 

The students were escorted to seats up 
front and settled down for an afternoon 
of James Bond and SPECTRE and beau
tiful women. 

Meanwhile, outside the theater, a 
crowd at white people was gathering, 
Teenagers were there with bats and 
chains. Mlults were shouting taunts 
like "Let's put these nlggers back in 
their place" <wer a loudspeaker. 
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ALPHONSO ARNOLD 
Beaten in Thomasville 

The other group Is not a"true repre. 
sentation of the community and not 
brought together or acting In goodtattb 
or In the best interest (j the total com

munity," Mr. Bradford complained. 

The incident that brought about 
SHAPE's action was a closed meetlni 
called by the white poverty group. oaIy 
a handful o.t SHAPE members were in
vited, Mr. Bradford charged, and some 
members received notices of the meet

ing In their mallboxes the day after the 
meeting was held. 

Rev. Ree.e lleared 
Of Charges in Selma 

SELMA -- The Rev. Frederick D. 
Reese has been freed of charges of mis
using fUnds contributed to the Dallas 

County voters Leacue, a 20.year-old 
Negro organization that he heads. 

Mr. Reese was arrested 011 the char

ges July 7 on a warrant signed by selma 
Police Chief Wilson Baker. The war

rant charged the selma m1n1ster with 
embezzling $1,850 from the DCVL. 

Circuit Judge L. S. Moore dropped the 
charps last week at the request t1 Dis
trict Attorney Blanchard MCLeod. 

The embezzlement char,e had be
come an issue In the primary el,cUm 
fight betWeen Dallas County Sherlft Jim 
Clark and his oppocent, Baker. 

Some Negro voters wanted DCVL to 
put up Its own caDd1date aplnIit Clark 
and Baker. The criUcs said that DCVL 
did not run a candidate becaU8e it wu 
forced to support Bater, who beld al
leged evidence f1 the embeszlement 
charges against Mr. Reese. 
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Sermon of tbe Week 

Selma Preacher 
Notes Nature 

And Man 
SELMA--The Rev, T.R, Harris spoke 

in St. Paul's C.M ,E, Church at PalmSun
day and the flowers that have come to 
Sy mbollze it. 

"In spring," he said, "even nature 
recognizes this day," 

Be said that nature can mean much to 
men, and that God "did not create his 
flowers to blush ullseen." 

Flowers can bring beauty and happi • 

• V_�.l._n_, _N_O._
15 

__________________ A;.;;p;.;r�il.;..;.9-_1;.;O.:., ,;19_ 66 ness, but the preacher warned against 

Editorial Opinion 

'Segregated Justice' 
In Prattville four Negro boys were arrested three 

weeks ago after the early morning beating of two white 
boys. The Negroes were charged with assault with in
tent to murder and spent two weeks in jail before any
one could post the $3,500 bond required for each one. 

In Birmingham last Friday a white man appeared in 
criminal court for a hearing. He was charged on five 
counts with assault with intent to murder--the same 
charge as the one in Prattville. The Birmingham man 
is charged in the shooting of four Negro pickets and a 
shopper at Liberty Super Market Feb. 22. His bond 
was set at $300. The accused man posted bond and was 
released. 

In Beatrice three white men--including the mayor-
have beeD. accused of beating a Negro man. It took 
threats of street demonstrations to get the Monroe 
County probate judge to sign a warrant for the arrest 
of the three men. After the warrant was signed, bond 
was set at $200 each, and all three men were released. 

This is what "segregated justice" is all about. 
The ambitious SC LC series of demonstrations 

against "segregated justice" last fall has all been 
forgotten in the excitement of election time. But the 
bond sy stem is still unfair, arrests are still not made 
on an equal baSis, several counties still have not had 
a Negro on a jury, and jails and prisons re main rigid
ly segregated. 

"Segregated justice" is still with us. 

Y'A11 Corrw 
-The federal official flies in from Washington, 

speaks to a group of students , answers a few questions, 
and departs. The students are left to look at each oth
er and say, "Well 1" 

• Alabama's school superintendents attend a meeting 
with a handful of energetic and devoted young men from 
the U. S. Office of Education. The young men explain 
the new guidelines for school desegregation, demand 
compliance, then pack up their bags and head for the 
next state. The educators are left to look at each other 
and say, "No Yankee bureaucrats are going to tell us 
how to run our schools. What do they know of our 
problems ?" 

• A n alert Justice Department lawyer argues his case 
in federal court in Montgomery, gathers his papers into 
his briefcase, and--satisfied that he has once again de
feated the forces of evil--flies off to Atlanta and back 
to Washington. 

thelr use for deceit. "We have taken 
flowers and told more lies than we have 
fingers and toes," 

"When Jesus rode intoJeruselem the 
people strewed flO'Ners in his path, but 
three days later they said 'Crucify 
him,'" 

He went on to say that the family of 
flowers is as numerous as the family of 
man, and that the same qual1t1es can be 
found in \loth. 

Consider the m.)rlling glory, he said, 
which blooms only when the air is fresh 
and new, but folds up when the bright 
sun hits It, 

In this way many men will support you 
In the beginning, but like Peter when 
they came for Jesus, they will told ;lP 
and say, "I know him not." 

And then there Is the touch-me-not, 
which, "every time you touch It will 
fold up and look withered," 

There are people like that, Mr. 
Harris said, who want to get the glory 
and be the leade rs, but will pull back or 
give up when criticized, These people 
are "very unhappy among equals." 

A third type is the four-o'clock." This 
flower never blooms wltll four O'clock 
In the afternoon." 

And these are the people who never 
participate in the struggle, but will al
ways be there to take credit. .. And if 
the wrong thlng happens they will come 
in Ume to say 'I knew It,' " 

Mr, Harris then said that not all 
flowers, nor all peopl�, have these 
weaknesses, 

"Thanks be toGod that there is anoth
er called the sunflower, which stands 
straight and tall, and always points to
ward th e  sun," 

Even when the sky is covered with 
clouds the sunflower points toward the 
source of its nourishment, and it In turn 
gives nourishment both to the birds and 
the other flowers around It, 

"Let us em ulate the sunflower, al
ways looking to Jesus Christ the Son pf 
God who died for our sins," Mr, Harris 
said in hls sermon. 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER wel
c omes letters from anyone on any 
subject. Letters mustbesigned,but 
your name will be withheld upon re
que�t. 

Flowers Draws 3,000 in Selma 
SELMA--Last weekend Richmond Flowers took his campaign for governor to • 

Brown's Chapel A,M,E. Church, where he spoke to about 3,000 persons at an out
side rally. 

As he had done in earlier speeches before largely Negro groups, the Attorney 
General talked about the anti-poverty program, He said that the R ev, T. Y, Rogers 
of Tuscaloosa took him on a tour of slums there March 16. Since that time, 
Flowers has been talking about his impressions of the Visit, 

"Right there I made up my mind there's something wrong with the poverty pro
gram," he said 1D the bright afternoon sun, "I'm going to see that the poverty 
money gets to you," 

Flowers, running in the Ma.l Democratic primary, said he also visited Bryce 
State Hospital for the mentally Ill, also in TUscaloosa. "I'm goLag to put the 
mental heaith program on the same level with all the others," he said In promis
ing he would provide better facilities for mental health if elected, 

Flowers spoke to a Kiwanis Club grollpin Montgomery Wednesday on much the 
same themes, 

Then he said, "I suggest the heart of the 'rights' Issue Is a new bill of rights 
for the people of Alabama--the right to reason, the right to law, the right to a job, 
the right to grow, the right to know, the righl to health and welfare, the right to 
live under reasons and laws." 

What Caused B'ham Mayor 
To Seek Out Negro Policemen 

BY STEPHE� E. COTTON 

BIRMINGHAM--"When Albert Bout
well was elected mayor," an old hand 
at city hall observed this week, "85per 
cent of the police here wouldn't even 
look at him when he said hello," 

It's easy to see why. Birmingham's 
finest were well-heeled In the ways of 
long-time PoUce Commissioner Eu
gene "Bull" Connor, Three years ago 
this month Boutwell defeated Connor in 
a, bitter run-off election for mayor. 
Boutwell was known as a racial moder
ate, 

Birmingham was the largest city In 
the nation without a single Negro on its 
police force. U nder the new adminis
tration, change was bound to come, Last 
week, it did, 

On Wednesday, LeRoy Stover report
ed for work as the first Negro policeman 
In the city's history, Two days later, 
Johnnie Johnson checked in as the sec
ond. 

Boutwell assured whites on the force 
that he would treat the new men exactly 
like any other new recruits, then or
dered them to do the same, 

Things went so smooth ly that b}, mtd
week, city officials were already point
ing out that law enforcement in the city 
would be vastly improved if a great 
many more Negroes were hired. 

It looked like the beginning of the end 

for one of the city's most explosive civil 
rights problems. Negro leaders and city 
officials have long recognized that many 
Negroes don't trust the police force and 
don't bother to report crimes to it. 

The 111 feeling rWlS deep, The Rev. 
Joseph P, Lowery, a well-known mod
erate civil rights leader, last summer 
told the city council of the" disappoint
ment, disgust, despair, and frustra
tion" of Negroes who resent the all
white force, 

To crack the racial barrier Negroes 
had to file a suit in federal court to be 
able to take the civil service examina
tion. That was eight years ago. 

Since then, there have been demon
strations, petitions, ra1l1es, closed 
door meetings, and more demonslra
tions--but no Negro policemen. 

Part of the reason is that the pay is 
low and the examinations are stiff-
among the sillfest in- the nation, 

Negro leaders had a different expla
nation. "It would be suicide," said one, 
"to be the first Negro policeman in 
BI rmingham," They cttarged that more 
Negroes would be passing--except that 
the exams were rigged. The city hired 
a private accounting firm to prove that 
they weren't, 

At any rate, the issue came up agaLa 
In February after a white man shot lnto 
a crowd of Negroes picketing the Liber
ty Super Market, 

There were more demonstrations and 
they got bigger, Almost every Negro 
group In the city demanded quick action 
on what has become the standard list of 
grievances. Last month, the Negroes 
annoWlced an "Easter S elf-Denial"-
Negroes were not going to shop down
town because the city wasn't doing any
thlng about segregation. 

That was the last straw. A group of 
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-A handful of federal officials fly into Mobile to ad
dress a regional convention of the NAACP, At the 
meeting they explain what the federal government is 
trying to do, then they ')it through a blast of questions, 
complaints and fired-up speeches from people who 
know better. The federal laws, the people say, just 
aren't being enforced and complaints are either not an
swered or not acted upon. Letters to the Editor BY MARY MOULTRIE 

In the past, TV has had Its limitations 
for the Negro In show business. Aside 
from the usual one-night stands on the 
musical-variety Shows, the overall role 
of the Negro performer was minor, ex
cepting the Amos 'n' Andy comedy se
ries, which featured an all-Negro cast. 

The media itself Is far from being 
balanced, but with the doors partially 
opened, it's a starl in the right direc
tion, 

This "government by jet airplane" just doesn't work. 
The federal government cannot hope to enforce the Con
stitution from Washington. And federal officials cannot 
hope to know how federal laws are working only on the 
basis of weekend visits to the South and a pile of angry 
letters. 

The closest office of the U, S. Commission on Civil 
Rights is in Memphis, Tenn. No Justice Department 
policy maker lives in the South. The men in charge of 
hospital desegregation compliance and school desegre
gation compliance do not live in the South. 

The federal government needs officers of importance 
and authority in Alabama to handle complaints. At the 
very least there should be a full-time representative of 
the U, S. Commission on Civil Rights in Montgomery. 

Beyond that, the special assistant to the U. S, Attor
ney General for voting rights should have his office in 
the South, because the law applies only to Southern 
states. 

The assistant to the Secretary of Agriculture for 
civil rights compliance should have an office in the 
South. The assistant to the Commissioner of Education 
in charge of schOOl desegregation should have his of
fice in the South, because the present guidelines affect 
only the South. 

The top man in the civil rights division of the Justice 
Department should have h is office in the South. 

These government departments would then have in 
top pOSitions people who live in the South and want 
to help the South. At present, part of the Southern pop
ulation Ulinks Ulese people are bureaucrats who have 
lost touch with the people and their problems; and the 
other part of the population thinks they are bureaucrats 
meddling in local affairs. 

The people who staff these Southern offices would 
have the authority to use the full powers of the federal 
government, as many of the lesser federal officials 
here now do not liave. And they would be able to in
vestigate-federal law violations immediately without an 
endless exchange of letters and telephone calls. 

To the Editor: 
I have just read the March 26-27, 

1966, edition of The Southern Courier 
and was quite surprised when I read the 
article which purports to describe my 
remarks dUring a recent visit to Tus
kegee institute. Your reporter misquot
ed me and used out of context some of 
the answers to speclf1c questions which 
were raised during an Informal session 
following my lecture. 

Your article would lead one to belJeve 
that I am opposed to the baSic policy of 
the Department of Justice In the imple
mentation of the voting rights law and 
that I made an appeal tor the Department 
to alter Its policy, This is not my view 
and nothlnr said eHher In my prepared 
address or In my answers to specific 
questlons should have caused anyone to 
think otherwise, 

It would serve no useful purpose to 
com ment on each sentence of your artl
cl�, but I thInk 1 should state my views 
on the Justice Department's pol1cy and 
I request that you print this letter. 

The-l>resent paltcy of the Department 
of JusUce In the Implementation of the 
voUnr Rights Act has provided for the 
assignment of federal examiners in 
places other than the courthouse In a 
number of Instances and the examiners 
work both weekdays and Saturdays, Ex
aminers have also been sent to counties 
where there 1s no longer any dIscrimi
nation or Intimidation against Negor ap
plicants, but where the hours of rerls
tratton or other factors have served as 
a barrier to convenient registration. 1 
subscribe to the basic policy which the 
Department of Justice follows In imple
menting thls program. I would be naive 
if I saJd that I arreed with everything 
that was done at all times; however, I 
would consider It a breach of ethics to 
be critical In public of an agency which 

I work with. I have found Attorney Gen
eral Katzenbach to be very cooperative 
In considering any recommendations 
which I make to him regarding the voting 
rights program, 

Wiley A. Branton 
S pecial Assistant to the 
A ttorney General 
Washington, D,C, 

• •  * * 
To the E ditor: 

I am very happy to know that most of 
the people are beginning to realize the 
fact about the preachers, and I do hope 
that a lot more of the church members 
w1ll wake up and open their eyes to the 
fact, 

There are preachers here who have 
only women with the begging list, or 
maybe If we really wanted to say It 
another way, then we can say that 
the preachers have the women on the 
huckster block. 

The preachers do not even realize 
how tempting a woman can be to a man 
when she walks up to him and asks for 
money. But they do not care how the 
women get It. All they are looking tor 
them to return with Is money. 

So just let me say this one thing to the 
preachers, because I am a woman my
self. Please stop putting the-good look
ing women out to beg for you, Please 
stop begging the poor people for their 
money when some of them do not even 
have monE'Y enough to buy food, after 

'Paying their rent. 
Please get out and find you a job, Let 

your wife work If necessary, or your 
whole famlly. A preacher and his fami
ly look just as well as any other individ
ual does working, 

Mrs, A.I.S, 
Eufaula, Ala, 

Today, there has been a big change in 
the TV industry, and more and more Ne
groes are being accepted into the better 
aspects of TV entertainment, 

PresenUy, the only show that has a 

SAMMY P4VIS JR. 
Nogro host Is the Sammy Davis Jr. Show 
on NBC, In time there wlll be many 
more, Even now Negroes are appearing 
as guests on some of the regular weekly 
shows, actor-comedian B111 Cosby has 
a supporting role as an intelligence 
agent on "1 SPY," which appears week
ly. 

The musical shows have been keeping 
up with the new trend by gi vlng the young 
Negro entertainer a chance along with 
the white entertainer. The Dick Clark 
Show Is a good example of this equality, 

SUNDA Y, APRIL 10 

EASTER SUNDAY SPECIAL--Ma
rineland Carnival, with DonnaDouglas, 
Irene Ryan, Max Baer of the "Beverly 
HUlbI1l1es," and Jim Backus of "Gill 1-
gan's Island" touring through Marine
land on the Pacific Coast, Singers Chad 
and Jeremy also appear singing some 
of their well-known songs, 6 p.m. Chan
nel 4 In Dothan, Channel 19 In Hunts
Ville, and Channel 20 La Montgomery, 

TUESDAY, APHIL 12 

SHENANDOAH--Shenandoah Is rec
ognized as the son of a wealthy rancher 
who Is on his deathbed, 9:30 p,m. Chan
nel 3 In Pensacola, Fla.; Channel 6 in 
Birmingham, Channel 8 in Selma, Chan
nel 31 In Huntsville, and Channel 32 In 
Montgomery. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 

LOST IN SPAC E--The space travel
ers seek refuge trom an over-powering 
sun In the shelter ot a cave and become 
the prisoners of an underground civili
zation, 6:30 p,m, Channel 19 in Hunts
ville and Channel 20 La Montgomery, 

THURSDAY, APHIL 14 

THUHSDAY NIGHT MOVIE--Burt 
La ncaster, In the explosive dramatic 
m OVie, "Elmer Gantry," which won him 
an Academy Award as best actor olthe 
year, Co-stars Jean Simmons, 8 p,m, 
C hannel 4 In Do�an and Channel 20 in 
Montgomery, 
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STUDENT PILOTS EAT LUNCH AT 'TAC-I' 

'utE �OUTHEIH� COURIER PAGE THREE 

SQUADRON OF UH-l HELICOPTERS PREPARES TO TAKE OFF ON 'COMBAT' ASSIGNMENT. ANOTHER SQUADRON IS A LREADY AIR-BORNE 

VIET NAM READY 
On any given day of the week there are 400 

helicopters and airplanes trom Fort Rucker in 
the sky o'ler South Alabama,. Most of the men 
who fly these rJrcraft (mostly hellcopters) are 
being trained tor only one tour ot duty--Vlet 
Nam. As many as 95 per cent of the graduates 

ot the Army Aviation SChool located at Fort 
Rucker are sent to Viet Nam. 

Climaxing the many weeks of training are the 
eight days the students spend at "TAC-I," tacti
cal field area. There they are under the watch
ful eye at instructors like Captain Earl Thomas 
and Chief Wa:-rant otficer Robert Lester, both 
veterans at the helicopter war In Viet Nam. The 
trainees live and ny under condltioos just like 
those In Viet Nam. 

From the airCleld at TAe-l, they fly practlce 
combat missions to gather information, take sup
p lies, use night .lIghtlng, escort other alrcratt, 
and attack with a massive air assault, 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND TEXT BY JAMES H. PEPPLER 

AT THE FIRING RANGE INSTRUCTORS START PASS ON 'ENEMY BUNKER' 

HELICOPTER 'HUEY' OVER CULTIVATED FIELDS OF SOUTH ALABAMA 

FIXED WING STUDENTS GO OVER ASSIGNMENT. IN BACKGROUND 0-1 'BIRD DOG' T",KES OFF 

CHIEF WA RRANT OFFICER ROBERT LESTER. CO-PILOT CAPTAIN EARL THOMAS, PILOT 

CREW CHIEF CHECKS 7.62mm MACHINE GUNS AfTER THEY JAMMED ON PREVIOUS RUN AT TARGET 
CAPT. ROBERT N. DAWS JR. WALKS TWO VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE STUDENT PILOTS TO THEIR HELICOPTER 
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Sirike City Times 
Freedomcrafts Time To Wake Up 

BY GEOitGE LEE MARTIN AND JAMES MARTIN 
All the men are cutting nativity scenes out � t'Ro-by

tours. They are getung $4 a set, They are seUlDg the 
sets to people in the northern states, and those people 
wlll buy all they make. 

The men can make the sets all year around, That 
means that the men at strike ("tty have started thetr own 
bu.::lness, and they are mak;"o more money now than they 
were on the Andrews plantation. The women and the ehU
dren are helping to get the sets ready by sanding the 
blocks. We're making a good profit so far. 

And when we get welding equipment we can make trl
eyelf'� and jumping horses, and we can get contracts to 
make sewer pipe and diesel and gas storage tanks. We're 
going to try hard to stay in bUSiness, and I know we're ga
Ing to make it. 

BY SHIRLEY ANN MARTIN 

In the' near future there wUl be at least 10,000 people 
put off the plantation, What wtllbecomeot the Mississip
pi Delta? Farming is good in Mississippi but they are 
sUlI maJdng plans 00 how to get rid of the Mississippi Ne
gro. 

The Negro has made the white man rich iq farming his 
land but it has gotten to the point that white 'people don't 
need Negroes any more for his land. They have thought 
of new ways to farm their land. In years ago Negroes 
were Important to a white man. He would plow with mules 
from sun up to sun set for the white man for 50� a day. 

But now the Negroes have woken up. They have been 
asleep for thousands of years. Don't you think it Is time 
that Negroes come to their senses and look into the world 
that means so much to them? 

'We Need Importance' 
BY BERTHA L. GREEN 

Well, what I think of Strike City is very plain and under
standable. strike City need some importance, and the pe0-
ple at Strike City can't make it important by themselves. 
What I'm trying to say is that we need your belp as well 
lls we need our own. 

If we are Important at Strike City maybe people on oth
er plantations wUl strike before the white manputs them 
off the plantation. Because in the next few years there 
won't be any use for the Negro to stay 00 the plantation 
because the whtte folks wtll have machines to do their 
work. 

SO, we'll build houses and community center, tolet the 
Negro know that they can make a !lving without work on 
on the plantation, The white man think that the Negro 
doesn't have any sense. And he will call you "boy," and 
when he get mad with you be will call 1'00 "nigger," and 

that isn't your name. Would you like to be called nigger 
or called by your own name? 

SO, there ain't any use to stay on this white man planta
tion and keep maklng bim rich. Because what the white 
man pay you woo't buy you three good meals. Whlle the 
white man is eating steak and fish, the Negroes are eating 
corn bread and molasses. 

So, why keep making the white man rich, when you can 
sit down and eat just like him? What difference in a white 
man, and Negro man? 'The only difference that I can see 
is the white man get all the money and the Negroes get all 
the bard work. 

And I think all huma!l beings are of the Creator and 
could have the equal right to do things such as be elected 
an official like the wblte man. Instead of Negroes being 
eleeted, they have to do the hard work for the white man, 
and make him a big business man. 

THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN STRIKE CITY PUT OUT THEm OWN NEWSPAPER WITH A MIMEOGRAPH 
MACHINE. THEY WRITE ABOUT THEm LIVES IN STORIES LIKE THE THREE REPRINTED HERE. 

The Search for Homes 

IN TENT CITY SETTLEMENT NEAR TRmBETT, MISS., DOING THE 
FAMILY WASH IS A PROBLEM FOR THE WOMEN WHO LIVE THERE. 

ISSAC FOSTER, ONE OF THE 
ORGANIZERS OF THE STRIKE 

THE MIBSIBSIPPI DELTA 

LAST JANUARY SOME OF THE HC*ELESS PEOPLE TRIID 1'0 STAY AT OR!EKVlLLI AIR rORCE BASE 
I 

POLICE DRAGGED THEM FROM THE BUILDING, AND THEY HAD TO MOVE INTO TENTS 

• 

In Tent Time Has a Different Meaning When You Live a 
, 

• Washington Poor People Pitch Tents In 
WASHINGTON Four 

tents are pitched right 
across the street from 
President Johnson's front 
door this week. In front 
of the tents two signs say 
"Strike City, Mississip-, 
pi" and "Houses Not 
Tents." 

The tents belong to evicted tenants 
and sharecroppers who have no homes 
except their tents in the Mississippi 
Delta, where they come from. They 
came to Washington last Thursday to 
speed up approval of $1.3 million iuan
tI-poverty funds so theyean start bulld
Ing houses for themselves. 

Four months ago the tent city resi
dents began negotiating with the Office 
of Economic Opportunity. They wanted 
money to build cinder block bouBesand 
to start ute racy and vocational classes 
in their DeW communities. A month and 
a half ago they rued formal applicatiOll 
for fUIId.!. 

Lut week they got Ured of waiting, 
and 90 � them came to Wa.sbJnitoo to 
tell the OEO they couldn't wlit throuch 
any more months of red tape. 

"WIleD you ilve In a tent and people 

shoot at you at night andYour ktds can't 
take a bath and your wife has no priva
cy, a month can be a loog time, even a 
day," says Frank Smith, a spokesman 
for the group. 

"We're bere because Wash1ngtoll 
seems to runof a d1fferent scbedule. We 
have to get started right away," said 
Smith, 

The homeless Negroes say if they 
dont' start building right away, they 
won't finish the houses before next win
ter. 

.A COLD WINTER IN TENTS 

Many of the fam1ltes have already 
spent one cold winter in tenls. 

During the last year evicted Negroes 
have moved into tent Cities in several 
Mississippi communities. Some, like 
the people who wrote the arUcles 00 this 
page tor the Strike City Times, were e
victed last summer when they went 00 
strike for higher wages. 

some were evicted for registering to 
vote. And some, simply because they 
weren't needed any more. 

About 100 ot the homeless people tried 
to set up hou8ekeeplnc in empty bar
racks at the GreenvUle Air Force Bue. 

Alter they were draggedtrom the Air 

Base, some went to 11 ve in tents at Strike 
City near Tribbett, but then moved on 
because livtng was so crowded. 

They pHched two circus-sized tents 
in Issa<JIena County for a time. But the 
mud there was so deep "the pigs would
n't mess with it," said one of the men, 
The Delta MlDistry offered the wander
ers temporary shelter at Mt, Beulahln 
EdWards, MiSS., and tbe people moved 
there. 

PLANS FOR THREE PROJECTS 
The group in Washington Is asking for 

approval of t hree projects to house all 
these displaced people. 

Neighborhood Developers Inc. has 
submitted plans for a self-help housing 
project in Washington County. The Del ta 
Opportunities Corporations wants to 
buJld homes for the people llving at Mt, 
Beulah. And the Poor People's Corpo
ration in Una wID start a eommunttyof 
clnder block houses in Una. 

FARMERS ANSWER QU ESTIONS 

The first day the (aromes were In 
wash1netoD, Representative Adam 
Clayton powell, a Democrat trom New 
York and chaJrman of the House Educa
tioolUld Labor Committee, held anopen 
hearing at whleh some of the sharecrop. 

pers explained whi' they were homeless: 
"Well, we weren't making enough 

money to pay the light bills and buy food 
and Ilke that. I was making $6 a day 
driving a tractor. We asked for a raise 
and he told us to get oft. He run us off. 

QuesUon: What did you ask tor? 
Answer: Seven dollars a day. The 

boe-men were getting $2.50 a day. 
Question: What hours did you work? 
Answer: I don't know about hours. 

Sun to sun. 
After lis tening to the testimony, 

Powell called up Sargent Shriver, di
rector of the OEO, to ask why the pro
Ject had not been financed, 

THEm ANSWEHS ANGEH BURTON 

And HepresentaUve Phillip Burton fI. 
California, one of the congressmen who 
partiCipated in the hearing, told the 
Mississippians: 

"Pm having a great deal of trouble 
keeping my stomach in order. Nothtng 
we seem able to do, no law, no program 
we pass, seems to be able to hrlp the 
\1l!ople who need help the most. I apolo
gize to )ou." 

On Friday of last week, some of the 
delegation met with Theodore Berry, 
director of the Community Action Pro
ject part of OEO, and other OEO offi-

cials, but they left that meeting with no 
more assurance than before that they 
would get the mOlley promptly. 

The delegatlon bad been scheduled to 
return to Mississippi Saturday, but they 
decided not to leave untU they bad 
a firmer promiile of tunds. 

Last Sunday they marehed with mem
be rs of Washington's Bibleways Church 
to Lafayette Square, across the street 
from the White House. They set up tents 
like the ones they live In back home, and 
abOUt 30 of them moved in. 

There is a Washingtoo, D. C. ordi
nance that forbids camping in Lafayette 
Park, but no branch of the government 
seemed anxious to take responsiblUty 
for evicting the homeless sharecrop
pers from their tulip-bordered tent 
groWld. 

NOT CAMPING, DEMQNSTRA TING 
The U. S. Department of the Interior 

said that the tenters could stay because 
"They are not camping. They are dem
onstrating." 

The sharecroppers say they are (olng 
to stay unlll they are certain of prompt 
approval for tbelr proJectll. 

If they do, President Jobnaoo may 
have tenters as neighbors for quite a 
while. The OEO sounds as thoogh It 
does not want to be pushed. 

The deputy information director for 
the OEO, James Kelleher, said early 
this week that it would be "the grossest 
kind of grandstand hypocrisy 00 our 
part" to give immediate approval for 
the grant, They don't own the land, and 
they can't bulld housesifthey doo't have 
land." he said. 

"It would be a cruel hoL," he said, 
to approve mOlley for bomes that could 
not be built. 

The Mississippians say that they do 
own land. Neighborbood Developers 
Inc. owns land and is buying more in 
Tribbett, where It is already building 
eight concrete-block homes with pri
vate tunds. The Poor PeOPle's Corpora
tion of Una owns land in Clay County. 
And the Delta Opportunities Corpora
tion is now purchasing 400 acres in the 
Delta. 

These three projects will only 
scratch the surface if, as many people 
predict,' thousands fI. sharecroppers 
are evieted from Mississippi planta
tions this summer because of a de
crease In cotton allotments under the 
new cotton bill and because at mecbani
zation. 

But the tenters outside President 
Johnson's front door say they're in a 
hurry to make the first scratch. 
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THOMASVIIJ,E Macon Pub Off Sp� Jury Term 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

When he heard the commotiOll, Al
phonso Arnold ran over to the theater. 
He sald he bad been told the Negro stu
dents were trappecl 1Dstde. 

from the example of Jackson (SO mlles 
south r1 Thomasville)," she sald. "The 
people in Jackson started testing last 
summer, but the) didn't go back. Now 
they see they have to start all over 

again." 

Segrest Trial Delayed Until Fall 
Arnold aatd that before be could get 

Inside the door, some Qf thewhlte teen
agers grabbed bim and started beat1ne 
him with bats. 

Another Negro man Wilbur Rice, who 
had been inside the show, left about this 
time to go bomeearly. He too was grab
bed, beaten, and injured in the head. 

The audience rushed out of the movie 
to see what was happening, but police 
and sber11f's deputies prevented further 
violence. 

Many TbomasvUle Negroes continued 
to eat in the previously white restau
rants and sit up front in the movie this 
week. They say they plan to continue to 
patronize these public accom mOOations 
in large enough numbers to make up for 
the white customers who will stay away. 

"We'll keep them in bUSiness," said 
Miss Brooks. 

" People In Thomasville have learned 

Negroes have organized the Thomas
vUle Movement for Dynamic ActiOll and 
have begun a. voter registration cam
paign. They say they plan to demand Ne
gro mall carriers, fUll-time Negro po
licemen, and Negro representation on 
the city councll. 

Tenanl' E"icled 
SELMA--About 30 famlUes say they 

were notified this week by J. A. Minter, 
a Dallas County landowner, that they are 
being evicted. The tenants had earlier 
complained to federal government olll
clals that Minter wanted them to sign 
over their shares of payments under the 
U. S. cotton Domestic Allotment Pro
gram. 

Tbe tenants said they will try to fight 
the eviction in federal court. 

BY MARY E LLEN GALE 

TUSKEGEE--Spr1Dg will be a little 
late this year for the Circuit Court of 
Macon County. 

Under an order ISbued by Circuit 
Judge Dan Boyd, spring won't come un
tll next fall. 

And neither will the possible indict
ment and trial of the man accused of 
murdering Samuel L. Younge Jr., a stu
dent civil rights worker. Younge was 
shot to death Jan. 3. 

The spring grand jury was scheduled 
to meet April 18 to consider the murder 
case againSt Marvin Segrest of Shorter 
and more than three dozen other casel.. 

But Judge Boyd called the whole thing 
off. In an order signed March 29, he 
"continued generall}" (postponed) the 
entire spring court term untll the next 
regular court ses!llon 10 mid-October. 

"Most all of the attorneys resldentin 

Panthers Set Convention 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

vention in Hayneville to nominate one 
candidate for each position open. 

The names of these candidates are 
then given to the county registrar, who 
is required by Alabama law to place the 
names on the ballot for the November 
election. 

"And when you go to the polls in No
vember ," he said, "just pull the lever 
under the black panther." 

Strickland also explained that even if 
nOlle of its candidates won, the Freedom 
Organization would become a bona fide 
political party If It polled more than 20% 
of the vote. 

Hulett then tried to clarifY what the 
organization's members must do on 
May 3. 

He said that anyone may attend the 
cOllvention, but only registered mem
bers of the LCFO may vote for nomi
nees. 

Furthermore, those who vote at the 
convention will not be allowed to vote in 
the primary that day. Hulett urgedpeo
pie to be very careful about thiS, be
cause "they'll be watch1Dg for any ir
regularities." 

Some of the members were worried 
about not being able to vote for the state 
Democratic candidates, but one elderly 
man stood up and sald, "So what! We 
ain't been votin' at all till now." 

The county positions open are sheriff, 
tax assessor, tax collector , coroner, 
and three seats on the school board. 

Members were urged to begin cam
paigning for the positions they wanted 
so that the convention coUld make intel
ligent choices. 

BIRM1NGHAM 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 

downtown businessmen called In 
Mr. Lowery and assured him that there 
would be Negro cops. 

Several business leaders agreed to 
let Negro employees off for a day (With 
pay) to take the test, and promised them 
that If they passed, took the job, and 
dldo't like it, they could have their old 
jobs back. 

In a statement printed on the front 
page of Birmingham newspapers last 
month, the mayor asked Negro groups 
for help In finding Negro appllcants for 
the police force. 

The businessmen had made it plain 
to city hall that there had been entirely 
too much bickering over the issue 
already--and that this time nothing had 
better go wrong. "When these racial 
things flare up, who gets it In the neck? 
City hall?" growled one r:1 the business
men "Hell no. We do." 

SNCC worker Courtland Cox then told 
the secretary that SNCC would hand 
over its fUes to the Freedom organiza
tion so that it could reach as many peo
ple as possible in the county. 

He was followed by fellow SNCC 

POLITICS 

worker Stokely carmichael, who con
gratulated the group. 

"This meeting is different from any 
other meeting taking place In the state, 
because the candidates are not impor
tant. It is this organization that Is Im
portant. 

" Everyone else has been talking 
about the governor--as ifone man coUld 
make a difference. 

"As long as one man can malce a dlf
ference we're all tied to that man. 

"And you're going to change aU that." 
The meeting was then closed by 

Strickland, who said, "We have so
called leaders who have worked with 
the Democratic Party for 30 years and 
ain't done nuthin'. 

"We've got to stop bowing down and 
begging for the crumbs." 

Meanwhile, COAPO 
Plans Busy Schedule 

BY LARRY FREUDIGER 
SELMA--The three elected commit

tees of the Confederation of Alabama 
Political Organizations (COAPO) met 
Saturday to make plans for the coming 
May 3 Democratic primary election. 

About 140 people gathered at St. 
Paul's CME Church as official repre
sentatives of participating county or
ganlza.Uons. Most were there lor the 
first time. 

Lowndes County, which has formed an 
Independent party under the symbol of 
the black panther, sent no representa-
tives. , .  

The Rev. T. i .  Rogers of Tuscaloosa, 
chairman of COAPO, explained the or
ganization of the group and set the time
table for the coming month. 

Mr. Rogers spoke of his group mobil
Izing and uniting 200,000 voters for the 
primary, the run-off, and the general 
election. 

He said that COAPO Is structured 
from the bottom up, and that repre
sentation must come from civil rights 
groups already established in the var
ious counties. 

When asked by a delegate whether la
bor organizations woUld be consulted 
before endorsing candidates, Mr. Rog
ers said, "Labor's already made their 
endorsements." 

COAPO knows who the Alabama labor 
forces w11l support, and will take this 
Into account, he said. "But their inter
ests are not at all the same as the Ne
gro community's." 

�ELECT A � EXPERIE�CED BrS I � ESS�IA� " 
(of 4 1  years) 

V ote For 

JOHN A. PRICE 
As Y our Commissioner 

For 

BOARD OF REVENUE 
of MACON COPNTY , DIST R I C T  1 

(PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT BY JOHN A. PRICE, TUSKEGEE) 
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Macon Count}, Alabama, have re
quested, both perl.onaIb and in writing, 
that the spring seSSion, 1966, of this 
court be contlDued general I}, ," Judge 
Boyd noted. 

But Fred D. G l a) II f TUbkegee, the 
onI) Negro attorne} re�ldent ln Macon 
C ount) , said that "most all" dldo't 
mean all. 

"I don't want an or }OU to think Fred 
Gra, was one of those lawyers who 
didn't want to hold court," GraY , a can
didate for the slatp legislature, told 200 
people at a polltical meeting late la�t 
week. 

"I was not consUlted or conferred 
with or notified," Gray said, adding, 
"We've heard a lot tonight about racial 
progress, but we're not quite out of the 
woodb." 

William M. RUbsell Jr., president of 
the Macon Count\ Bar Association, con
firmed that !lever al of the county's white 
lawyers asked Judge Boyd to put off the 
court session. 

Russell pointed out that the spring 
term of court has been similarly post-

NEGRO VOTE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

state. The conft>deratlon began recruit
ing local leaders--many of whom were 
working for ADCl. BIllingsley was furi
ous. 

Last week, the Birmingham attorney 
shot off a letter to 200 key workers. He 
wanted, he wrote, "to make It crystal 
clear that ADCI Is not cooperating with 
any other statewide POl1t1� organiza
tion, except for the Alabama State Co
ordinating Association for Registration 
and voting," the granddaddy of the 
state-wide organizations. 

"We have the information that cer
tain parties who are interested m devel
oping new organilations have given the 
impression that the,' are working with 
us," said the letter. " 1'hls is as far 
from the truth as east Is from west." 

W. C. Patton, head of the Coordinating 
ASSOCiation, was also angered and he 
sent olf a few letters of his own. 

The old gU,i1 d was even more angry 
when leader:; of Williams' confedera
tion assured Attorney General Rich
mond Flowers late last week that most 
Negroes would vote for him for gover
nor. 

Part of the anger stemmed from per
sonal pride: until now the older Negro 
leaders have had the field to themselves 
In figurIng ou1 which candidates to en
dorse. Part of the anger stemmed from 
disagreements with the new group's 
strategy; those leaders of ADCI who 
support Flowers think they may hurt 
him by saying so this early. 

But part of the trouble was due to a 
deepening split over which candidate to 
support: Flowers or former U. S. Con
gressman Carl Elliott. Several well
known Negroes here sa} that Elliott has 
a better chance of winning than F lowers. 
They are urging Negroes to switch over 
to what the) sa) Is the winning team. 

poned in other election years. But be 
refused to discuss the bar associatioo's 
reasons for wanting court poetpooed 
tills year. 

Russell's lawf1rm,Russell, Raymoo, 
and RU!tsell, Is handling the defense for 
,segrebt, who was charged with Idliing 
't ounge after a quarrel near a downtown 
I uskegee service station. 

Judge Boyd's order suggested that the 
attorneys' request was "due doubtless 
to the uncertainty attendant the matter 
of jury for the session." 

"There is now no jury box from which 
to dra'4 a venire of jurors to serve • • • •  
and there Is no certainty that there will 
be, even before the day settor the com-

mencement" of the sprlne seSSion, the 
judge expla.1ned. 

MacOll Count}' has been under tederal 
court order to emp\} and r efUl its jur) . 
box since Jan. 18. U. S. District Judge 
F rank M. Johnsoo Jr. d1rected the COIUl
t) jur} comm,isslon to make a new1lury 
list that did not discriminate apinst 
Neeroes• 

The jur) commission and its clerk 
resigned. Thr ee new commiSSioners 
made a new jun lIstof637 Negroeb and 
396 whites, and sent it toJudgeJohnson 
on March 25, according to Hunter 
Slaton, thl.' new c,erk. 

But, Slaton sald thIS wI.pk, Johnson 
has not ) et repl1ed. 

MRS. WILLIAMS TRlES TO RECRUIT MARCHERS IN HOlTSING PROJECT 

In Mobile 
Sparse Turnout for March 

BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL organization In nearby Prichard, and 
Leo Brinkley, a voter registration 

MOBILE--People driving home along worker, had been planning the march 
Davis Avenue last Friday evening for more than a week. 
looked out of their car windows in They had contacted people all around 
amazement. A small line of slgn-car- Mobile, who promised to join them in 
rylng marchers was walking down The the "awakening freedom walk," as Mrs. 
Avenue, headed for town. This was the Jacobs called It. 
first Moblle had seen r:1 a civil rights When Mrs. WiUlamsarrived, sheand 
demonstration. two other lacHeb paraded through the 

Many Negro drivers laughed at the project with signs. Residents came out 
marchers; others looked just once, and (CONTINUEP ON PAGE SIX Col. 2) 
then Irled to ignore them. But some 
people stopped long enough to read the 
Signs, and a tew shouted encouragement 
to the marchers. 

The marchers needed It. At 4 p.m., 
when the march was supposed to start 
from a vacant lot next to the Roger 
Williams housing project, only a stack 
ot signs and two organizers of the march 
were there. 

The two, Mrs. Jackie Jacobs, a public 
school teacher, and JerrY Pogue, a pri
vate school teacher, were disappointed. 

Pogue, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Dorothy 
Williams, a one-member civil rights 
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5 ' Mo6ilS S,.SCIaO:' h net h AI Lingo Returns to Challenge A n e In t e l C . 

• ��
ID R 

2!�er 
s"
�.!?!�?!k� Bailey for Jefferson Co. SherIff 

) CHARD--"I �t each of you to registration easier. "Wl" ll  hav(' to 
BIR M INGHA M _ _  The Albert Jennings lJngo Is now running literature avallablejn hil> sherLU's of-I HI 

raise some type of r.lcket l o get the fed-
f r sheriff rI Jefferson County (Blrm- flce. tell } OUr nelghbors, and:henbrlng thr� 

eral registrars here." last time C olonel Al Lingo 
1
0 

ham) and he may wish he could call The sheriff has declined an in:ltatiOO of h.ur of them back with l OU  ne\ 
Pogue who will teach a cl.lSS on how ran for office was when he f� his troopers again. to speak to SC LC, but he has spoken to time," Jerr} pogue tolda grOUP�abo:. to fill ou't government forms and job ap- was Alabama Public Safe- An Informal survey revealed that op- certain Negro churches and organlza-15 p('ople at Antioch 

d
BaP:!s: �r�'.Ir pllcations and how to pass employment ty Di rector la st year position to Lingo Is strong among whites tions. He said he would not speak be-" And we'll do some a ver s ng 

0 tests, showed the group a federal job He used his authority to s�mmon as well as Negroes. fore the Southern C hr IStia.n.�adershIP O'\;� adv('r tislng was a few posters application form and said, " I! you're a more than 200 state troopers to Tusca- Lingo thinks his candidacy is not get- C onference because i t  Is not a local 
h slow reader, it' ll take you 40 minutes to loosa to win for himseU the vlce presl- tlng good coverage In the Birmingham group." 1 h f th KKK " he 

plact'd arouM the neighborhood t ree 
t fill It I U .pu're a fast I i ' th "Nor wou d I go e orE! e , davs later. A b!g one alongside an open an hour 0 ou • dency of the A labama peace Officers newspapers. "They're g v ng me e 

dlich had a big snake on lt and said peo- reader, you will mess it uP. 
A ssociation. sUent treatment • • •  The only things added. 

J ERRY POGUE 
pIe who wanted to do someth1n� about 
the ditch should come to the church 
Wednesday evening. 

The nigh' atter the posters were put 
up, someone went around and tore them 
down, but thL' people who had attend�1 
the first meeting apparently spread the 
word well enough wi thou: the posters. 

Abo'Jt 75 people, young and old, came 
to the second :neettng at the church to 
hear about " the proJect." Mrs. Dorothy 
WlIllams Is the director. Mrs. Jackie 
Jacobs Is the head teacher, and POCUe Is 
the research and '�omplalnt director. 

The three of them and a few asslstallts 
are trying to set up ,small "com mUlllty 
action schools" around Mobile COIJ.1ty. 

Tile schools will help people to pre
pare for the coming elections, to Im
prove their neighborhoods, to get jobs, 
and :0 deal with their government--lo
cal, state, national. 

M rs. Wllllams, whowiIl teach a class 
on how to use a votin� mar.hlne, told the 
crowd, " Let's stop right DOW and say, 
' I'm not ashamed any more and I'm no� 
afraU.' Whl!:I �ve get thrOUGh with the 
.:lass, voting wlll be so simple that It'll 
lie like you have been yoting all your 
life." 

-----

Win a Prise 
For the best letter from a student 

about why young people should go to col
lege, THE SOUTHERN COURIER will 
give away a free copy of "Complete 
Planntng for College," the $3.20 book. 

"We wallt to teach people how to han- they'll print about me make me appear None of Bailey's 96 deputy sheriffS dIe these th1ngs. There are too many of 
to be mad or stupid." are Negro. Bailey says that If Negroes us s tanding around the state employ- Ooe well-known white lawyer in who pass the Joint qualifying exam ina-ment office every day likE' vultures Blrm'Mbam said "I would think that tion for Birmingham police or Jefferson " � , walting for something to die. white support ls about the same low pro- County sheriff deputies want to be depu-There wil l  also be classes on the portion as Negro." He sald buslness- ties, "and I've got vacancies, they'dbe structure of the government, picking the men he knows lear economic dlsruptioo hired." best candidate to vote for, and personal if Lingo Is elected sheriff of Jefferson business transactions. In addition, County. Pogue wants to try getting sum 1111'1' jobs Lingo said about the campaign, " They tor the youilgslers In each area that has think I'm a racist. I'm not a racist. I a community action school. have many Negro friends. A lot of the They will atter to do clean up Lid good colored people here are actively minor repair work for the city at mini- working for my cam�Ign." mum wages. "I'm not going to name them," the Mefltlngs to s tart additional schools former Wallace appointee said, "be-have been held at St. James Catholic cause they would be intimidated by other Church In Prichard and at N:lzarene groups within their own communities." Baptist Chu�ch in the Trinity Gardens Lingo said he would "be glad to speak section of Mobile. Mrs. Wllllams sa�'s to colored groups." But he has not met that one more church and residents of with any Negro groups and does not have two other neighborhoods have also -time left in his schedule to do so, be asked her group to start schools for AL LINGO sald. them. "I want the support of everybody, 

SPARSE 1lJRNOUT IN MOBILE 
(CONTINUED FRo!\l PAGE FIVE) 

on their porches or peeped through win
dows, to stare, laugh, and occasionally 
nod agreement with the signs. 

One nine-year-old bvy said, "Them 
signs about the rent Is right, If the rent 
wasn't so high, I could have a bike." 

When the three ladies tin ally got back 
to the lot, they had a few kids and one 
adult with them. About ten other people, 
young and old, had gathered in the lot. 

They told the young children to go 
home, and then everybody else took at 
least one slgn- -some had two or three-
and the little line moved out. 

B rini;ley, who had to work la te that 
day, joined the group a lew h lCY.:ks down 
the street. A few youngsters also joined 
the march briefly along the way, but 
there were never more than 25 people In 
the line. 

The m .. rchers went to the school 
board oftlce dl)lVntown, and then started 
back toward :he housing project. 

"When do we gel paid?" said one of 
the..youngsters from the project. 

" Paid!" replied one of the adults. 
" A re YOII serious, YO\Ulg man?" 

"You m('an we did all this for 
nuthJn' !" said the boy. 

"No, you didn't," answered the man. 
"But there's no pay." 

Although no established "'egro lead
ers spoke publicly agalnst marches 10 
general, none of them offered to aSSist 

or participate In this one. C. H.  Moot
gomery, a candidate for the state senate 
from M' bile County, said after the 
ma::(!h, " 1  felt  like it was not the best 
time right now." 

J. L. LeFlore, who recently became 
the tlrst Negro 00 the MobUe Housing 
Board, said he would not oppose march
es conducted in a "dignllied and order
ly manner," as this one was. 

But he also explained that because of 
his positlon he could not participate 10 
any march or demonstration almed at 
the hOllslng board. 

Even If the main Yegro leaders offer 
their support In future marches, the 
planners of last F riday's march may 
reject the offer. 

Mrs. Williams said the march was 
aimed partly at these leaders because 
they are, ln her opinion, "bl�klngpro
gress here to som e exten�" 

� � 
covers 

white o r  colored," he sald. 
The former head of the $tate troopers 

Is dissatisfied with being associated 
with "Bloody sunday" In Selma in 
March, 1965. 

" I  was made the scapegoat," he said, 
explalntng he wanted to let the marchers 
pass by the bridge. "They wouldn't have 
lasted flve mUes- -they weren't pre
pared to march." 

Lingo says his troopers were at the 
scene because of orders from Governor 
George C. Wallace. 

"I was ruled down," said Lingo. "Of 
course, we have no beefwith the gover
nor. He bas the right to make decl-
5ioos." 

Like many ca.1didates for nationa! of
fice, Lingo has a book about himself on 
sale--IINlghtriders, The Story of the 
Lluzzo killing." It Is written by Bud 
Gordon, who was Ungo's specially ap
pointed assistant when Lingo was di
rector of the Alabama state Troopers. 

The book, which is on sale at Lingo's 
branch office 10 Fairtleld, makes the 
same areumentabout Lingo's wanting to 

M f:L BAILEY 
!et the marchers go, and Wallace's 
overruling him. 

It also tells how the state tro:>pers 
got national recognl tlon when they 
"quelled thousands of rioting Negroes 
and repeatedly met and defeated street 
demoostrators in Tuscaloosa, Selm'l., 
Greensboro, Montgomery, No�asulga, 
and num('rous other Alabama cities." 

Sheriff Mel Bailey, runnlni: for re
election, thinks he ha� the votes ot most 
Negroes and whites. 

Bailey is not conducting a full-time 
campaign; he sa}'s he Is content to stand 
on his record. 

" This office's got to go on and polt
tics doesn't, .. te said, explaining why he 
works full-time at the sheriff' s office 
and goes on the campaign trail only on 
weekends and evenings. Ba;}ey says he 
has seen to it that there Is nocampalgn 
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"The worst problem Is that there has 
been so much controversy here that 
there Is a cerlain reservation In the 
minds ot (Negro) candidates that keeps 
them from applying." 

Neither sheriff candidate will public
ly criticize the other. Bailey says, "I 
would be the first to challenge any who 
mistreat Negroes - - as some may 
know." 

Asked if he thought Negroes have al
ways been treated fairly by Jefferson 
Count); officials, Bailey answered, " I  
have--and they know It  • • •  All I'm 
standing for is law enforcemellt and It's 
got to be p'Jre In :he best sense whether 
the person Involved is b!ack or white or 
Jew or Gentile or Chinese." 

VOTE FOR 
Otis  Pi nkard 

for Tax C ollector 
M acon C ounty 

Democratic primary May 3 
(Pd. Pol. Adv. by otis Pinkard, 

Tuskegee, Alabama) 

FACTS 
Dallas  Cou nty Fre edom Weekend 

Next 7 cacheted cove.n commem
.,ratln&: ooly the major U. S. 'R&ce 
achIevements for $5.00 advancrde
posit. SPAC£ CRAFT COVERS, 
P .0, Box 2200, HunUnrton, W. Va. 
25724, U.S.A. 

Saturday, April 9 10 a.m. 
George Wash ington Carver Playground . Selma 

Everyone is invited to this commemoration of the Selma March. 
MarUn Luther King Jr., Dick Gregory, and the F reedom Singers wUl appear. 

M onday, April 1 1  6:30 p.m. to midnigh t 
National Guard Armory, Orrville 

Freedom Rally and Dance. Julian Bond and Samson Crum will speak. 
MlIslc by Gene and the Beginners and Betty and the Mlcronites. Al.�') 
F reedom Voices. 
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