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‘I Walk 20 Miles a Day,’
Says Birmingham Striker

BY ROBIN REISIG

BIRMINGHAM, Ala,--‘‘I'd say Iwalk
18 to 20 milesaday,” said Jim Palmer,
“I'm very tired, very tired,”

Palmer {is the job steward for the
eight' Negroes on strike against the
Goodyear tire store on S, 21st St, He
and the other men have been walking
those miles since May 2, when they went
on strike, All of the store’s Negroem-
ployees--and none of the whites--joined
the protest, (The union at the store is
all-Negro,)

At first, the men--who have worked
at the store from six to22years--were
demanding shorter hours, better work-
ing conditions, and higher wages,

““The truckers would work the whole
day and half of the night,and come back
the next day, If they’d say they didn’t
want to, (the employer would) say he’d
fire them,’”” Palmer charged,

Occasionally, on a big job requiring
two men, ‘‘he’d try to put it on one
man,”” said Palmer,

Besides protesting these practices,
the men were asking for a 40- or 44-
hour week, and a raise from $1,58 and
$1,68 to $2 an hour,

Then the store said that two of the
strikers--who had worked at Goodyear
seven and ten years--hadbeenreplaced
by white men, Now, the strikers would
settle for a few more pennies--if all
eight men are allowed to come back,

““We want to go back together, We’ll
stay out till they make room for all of
us,” Palmer said,

The Negro workers have other com-
plaints--although these were not rea-
sons for the strike, No Negroes hold
management or office positions, the
strikers point out, Palmer has been at
his job for 13 years, and has seen at
least three white menpromotedto‘‘lead
man” (supervisor) over him, *They
wouldn’t let me become a lead manbe-
cause I was a Negro,” he says now,

Palmer sald the strikers have not
gotten much help from their local union
(Teamsters Local 612)--except for
payments of $25 a week,

‘“We’ve sent for the local, but they
don’t come,” he said, ‘I don’t think
they’re putting enough pressure on the
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company, We’re getting it unfair on
both sides.”’

Palmer saldthaetwhen the union began
at thd store in 19¢7, {t had22 members
there, including some whites, ‘‘We got
good cooperation from the (local)
union,”” Palmer recalls, ‘‘But since it
ain’t been anything but colored for the
last two years, we ain’t got nosatisfac-
tion out of it,”’

Three white Catholic priests--the

 Just Bragging’]

MRS, EUGENE WITHERSPOON AND QUILTS

BY BETH WILCOX

ALBERTA, Ala,--‘‘I'm justbragging
about the time we had in Washington,’’
said Mrs, Eugene Witherspoon, Five
members of the Freedom Quilting Bee
took a trip to Washington, D, C,, last
week, to exhibit and sell quilts at the
American Folk Life Festival,

““The trip was so successful,’” said
Mrs, Witherspoon, ‘“We sold over 20
of the 25 quilts we took up there,and we
got just piles of orders,”’

‘“People were so friendly,” she add-
ed, ‘“Children who came to the exhibit
played with Louise (Mrs, Witherspoon’s
daughter), There was even a lady from
Virginia who said she knew how to quilt
--80 she sat down and helped us,

““Then any time we wanted something
to drink or eat, they had some Girl
Scouts there from Baltimore (Mary-
land) tohelp us get anything we wanted,’’

The folk festival was held in the fa-
mous Smithsonian Istitute, Besides
Mrs, Witherspoon and her daughter,
the ladies who took part were Mrs,
Mattie Ross, Mrs, Betty Bendalph, and
Mrs, Joanna Pettway,

The Rev, Francis X, Walter, of the
Selma Inter-religious Project, drove
the quilting bee members to the capital,

The ladies brought along some un-

finished quilts and someframes, so they
could show people at the exhibit how a
quilt 1s made, They answered a lot of
questions about quilting,

¢“There were some people whoasked
us if we used two thimbles toquilt,oth-
ers {f we had to quiltthetopand bottom
separately,” sald Mrs, Witherspoon,

‘‘Someone even asked me how Icould
sew in a straight line without a chalk
mark, I just said thatIhavebeen doing
it all my life this way, and I ought to
know by now,”’

During the festival, there was enter-
tainment in the evening., ¢‘The best
thing,”” sald Mrs, Witherspoon, ‘‘was
a jazz marching band from New Or-
leans,”” There was a sample of almost
every folk culture inthe U, S,--a Scotch
bagpipe band, a Chinese-A merican mu-
sic group, Spanish dancers, and more,

] wish the people down South could
have seen it--the ones who say ‘I'm too
old to go North, ar too old tolearn new
ways,'" sald Mrs, Ross,

When she was young, she sald, there
were a lot of square dances and blues
quartets, but they hardly exist any
more,

The M, E, Miller family, from near
Centreville, had a potter’s wheel at the
Washington exhibit, They showed peo-
ple about the craft of pottery-making,

Rev, Eugene Farrell, the Rev, Robert
DeGrandis, and the Rev, Joseph Doyle
~-joined the picket line for # time, Rut
then Archbishop Thomas J, Toolen re-
minded them of a diocesan law that no
priest or nun may take part in demon-
strations or picket lines,

On Julyl, Farrell wrote to Frank E,
Fitzsimmons, who runs the national
Teamsters Unlon, and asked for help,

“They told us to mind our own busi-
ness,” saidDoyle, after the Teamsters’
reply arrived this week, ‘‘They said
we’re in the field of religion,they’rein
the field of labor, and never the twain
shall meet,”’

John Plerce,secretaryandtreasurer
of Local 612, said the strikers’race has
nothing to do with what the local does
or doesn’t do for them,

He said it was not illegal for the store
to replace the strikers: ¢‘It’s unjust
but 1t happens every day, Thelawsare
not for the laboring man,’’

Goodyear store and district officials
said they are ‘“not at liberty todiscuss”’
their policies,

““I feels lost in a way,” said Palmer,
] really don’t see no way out,”

Learn While

MONTGOMERY, Ala,--A march to the Governor’s Mansion--to ‘‘pray for Lur-
leen’’--ended in the arrest of eight demonstrators last Tuesday night,

The 65 marchers were stopped by city police for marching without a permit,

Their request for a permit had been refused because the city parade law pro-
hibits marches or gatherings in residential neighborhoods, The group marched
for eight blocks through predominantly Negroneighborhoods, beforebeing stopped
by police at the edge of a white residential area,

The Rev, Richaid Boone, SCLC field director, said earlier that the marchers
were going to pray for Governor Lurleen B, Wallace, after her cancer operation,

A Negro Family
oses Its Land

BY ROBIN REISIG

EUTAW, Ala,--‘My father owned the
land since 35 years,” said Lewis Wal-
ton, But last Tuesday, Circuit Judge
Emmett Hildreth said the land the Wal-
tons had been using--and paying taxes
on--since the early 1930’s was the
property of an all-white hunting club,

Five families of Waltons, all Negro
farmers, live on a total of 365 acres--
including the 80 acres they lost on
Tuesday, They raise corn,sweetpota-
toes. and peanuts. They never knew
about the claim against their land un-
til a year ago.

“They (the hunting club) startedcut-
ting the timber on our place, tosellfor
lumber, and we stopped them,” said
P, C, Walton, Lewis Walton’s brother,
The club--the Dollar Hide Conserva-
tion andRealty Corporation, whichowns
5,718 acres of Greene County land--
then brought suit against the Waltons,

In court, Lewis Walton’s side of the
story was not presented, Walton and
his attorney, Orzell Billingsley Jr, of
Birmingaham, said they had never been

. notified of the trial date,

By chance, Billingsley said, he was
in the courtroom on other cases. He
sent a friend to get Walton when the land
case came up, But, on Billingsley’s
advice, Walton didn’t testify,

Blllingsley said he was unprepared
because he was not notified by the court,
Outside of court, he saidhedidn’t try to
present the evidence for Walton’s side,
‘‘because the proceedings were illegal
and unconstitutional, and I refuse to

You Eat

ASH CREEK, Ala,--The 100 participants in the Lowndes
County anti-poverty program got a ‘/lesson ingroup organi-
zation’’ at a combined meeting and barbeque last Saturday,

The tarbeque, besides being a good time, was designed
as ‘“education in budgeting and meal preparation,’” saidpro-

gram director D, Robert Smith,

The trainees put on a fashion show anda spelling bee, and
they displayed things they had made--from picturestoscreen

™

WALTON BILLINGSLEY

participate in an illegal action, so I let
them try it by themselves,”’

“The law provides -- especially
where counsel lives out of the county--
that he must have notification,” said
Billingsley,

During the trial, two white men testi-
fied that the hunting clerk had bought the
land from Mrs, Edna Deese in 1942,
The men said they alone usedit tohunt
and fish,

Walton did tell his side of the story
after the trial, According to him, the
land was not Mrs, Deese’s to sell, The
original owner, J, S, Deese, had sold
other land to the Walton family,

Then, sald Walton, Deese ‘‘told my
father, ‘Jim, 80 acres of land lie be-
tween my land and yours,” So he told
my daddy, ‘Clean it up andmakea farm
out of that place, and in 10 years the
court will make you a deed on it,’"

‘There was no name in the records
for that land until we paid taxes on it,
Walton said, Later, he said, the Deese

(CONTINUED ON PAGEL 5, COL, 3)

doors, Many people gave short talks on what they had learn-
ed in theprogram, ‘This program is the best thing that ever
came to Lowndes County,’” one speaker told the group.

The program--sponsored by the Lowndes County Christian
Movement for Human Rights, and financed by the federal

Office of Economic Opportunity--offers classes for adults

in reading, writing, sewing, health, masonry, electrical
work, and farm management,

Service

And Cox
Say ‘No’

BY GAIL FALK

JACKSON, Miss,~--A
month ago, the localdraft
board told Morris Davis
Jr, it wanted him to join
the Army--but Davis re-
fused. '

Last week, Davis told thedraftboard
he now wanted to join the Army--but
the board refused,

When Davis--a young Jackson Negro
--reported for induction last June 14,
he said he would not take the traditional
step forward that means joining the
Army, He explained that he was pro-
testing the fact that there are no Ne-
groes on his Selective Service board,

A few weeks later, a federal grand
jury iIndicted Davis for refusing to be
inducted--a charge that could mean
five years in prison and a $5,000 fine,

Then last Friday, Davis told U, S,
District Judge Harold Cox that he had
changed his mind, ‘“I’'m sorry,” he said
in court, ‘“Iwishtoservemy country,”

Cox told Davis togodirectly tohis Se-
lective Service board, and try toget the
Army to take him,

But later, Davis and his two lawyers
--Paul Brest of the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund, and R, Jess Brown--came
back and said the Army wouldn’t take
Davis as long as he had the federal
charge against him,

But the judge said he wouldn’t dismiss
the charge so Davis could get inducted:
“This fellow deliberately got into this
thing, and he’s going tohave togethim-
self out of it, . ,I'm going to make it
just as hard for him as I can,”

Davis then pleaded guilty, but told the
judge his refusal was only a protest
against the all-white draft board, *I
have never expressed my opposition to
the Viet Nam war,” sald Davis, ‘‘I'm
not opposed to the Viet Nam war, I
stated at the induction center thatIwas
willing to serve my country,”’’

Cox put off sentencing Davis, and told
the young man to keep trying toget into
the Army,

At the same time he set July 25as the
trial date for John Otis Sumrall of Quit-
man, Sumrall pleaded not guilty last
Friday to a similar draft charge,

Fire in Miss.

LEXINGTON, Miss,--Fire broke out
in the press room of the Lexington Ad-
vertiser earlylastWednesday morning,
and seriously damaged the office and
printing equipment of the Holmes Coun-
ty weekly newspaper,

“] can’t say that arson was or was
not committed,”’ said the Advertiser’s
editor, Mrs, Hazel Brannon Smith, But,
she said, ‘it was a fire that couldn’t
have happened--and it did,”’

Mrs, Smith explained the fire started
in a room with a concrete floor and
brick walls, where there was ‘‘nothing
to create a fire hazard, like oily rags.”’
She said firemen found a window open,
and a back door unbolted,

Mrs, Smith, a Pulitzer Prize winner,
{s widely known for her liberal views
on race relations, In 1964, the office
of another newspaper she runs--the
Northside Reporter in Jackson--was
bombed,

Last month, Mrs, Smith entered
formal politics for the first time, when
she qualified as a candidate for state
senator from Holmes and Humphreys
counties,
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Editorial Opinion

OEQO’s Finest Hour

The federal Office of Economic Opportunity (OE O)
took a courageous stand when it decided to fund the
Southwest Alabama Farmers Cooperative Association

(SWAFCA),

It is almost time for OEC’s annual battle with the U, S, Congress, Once again,
conservative congressmen will try to cut OEO’sbudget, or even do away with the
anti-poverty agency, So this is no time for OEO to be making enemies,

But when a decision had to be made on SWAFCA, OEO did not back down, Ap-
parently, OEO realized that the frantic objections of Black Belt officials were
based, not on a fear of ‘black power,” but on a fear of freeing the slaves,

In its message telling the governor why her veto could not stand, OEO came
right out and said the state’s objections to SWAFCA were groundless, And it
warned against future ‘“physical or economic harassment’” by SWAFCA’s op-

ponents,

OEO did not have much to gain, politically, by making this decision, Northern
liberals never went to bat for SWAFCA the way they did earlier for the Child

Development Group of Mississippi (CDGM),

Nor has OEO won much political

support with Migrant Division projects like those in Lowndes County, Ala,, Wil-

cox County, Ala,, and Grenada, Miss,

So OEO may be punished for finally coming of age, People who want OEO to
survive should write to congressmen--their own and others--and tell them so,

REV, DANIEL HARRELL (LEFT) AND REV, FRANK SMITH

People in Wilcox Learn

How to Build Homes

BY BETH WILCOX

LOWER PEACHTREE, Ala,--“I'm
so glad we’re getting a new house,”
said Miss Minnie Pearl Murray, ¢Our
new house is going to be under a pecan
tree,”

The Murray family and many others
will soon be building their own new
homes, under the Wilcox County Self-
Help Housing Project, The projectre-
cently received a $38,640 grant from
the federal government,

The grant pays the cost of training
the people in home-building and main-
tenance, The federal Farmers Home
Administration (FHA) i{s making loans
to thefamilies for the purchase of build-
ing materials,

“We have 11 families already ap-
proved (for loans)by the state and coun-
ty FHA,” said the Rev, Daniel Harrell
of Camden, director of the project,
““The cooperation of FHA has beenvery
gm"

In fact, said Harrell, loans will prob-
ably be approved for more than the 20
families originally included in the pro-

_LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

To the Editor:

I have written an article on asubject
that I think you and others mightenjoy.

First I must say that Ienjoyed Bettle
Manuel’s article in the June 17-18
Courier--¢‘Mississippian’s View of
Boston Violence,” I alsoenjoyed¢‘The
Gospel Truth,” by Ralph Featherstone,
In the photographs by Jim Peppler, Isaw
one that looked like my sister whoisin
Holiness,

To get down to my article, it is in
Title: ‘“Should the Negro Celebrate the
Declaration of Independence (Indepen-
dence Day)?”

I was sitting reading the Declaration
of Independence. I noticed a couple of
sentences which made me think, is this
the truth or is the Declaration of Inde-
pendence giving false Statements?
These lines are:

“We think these truths to be self-
evident: Thatallmenare created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, That to secure
these rights governments are instituted
among men, deriving their powers from
the cansent of the governed,”

I analyzed this, The following is my
analysis,

Everyone knows, by self-evidence,
that everyone 1s created the same, and
God gave them rights that no one could
transfer to another, And amoang the
rights He gave was life, freedom, and
the act of finding happiness, And to
protect these rights are governments
established among us,and they get their
powers from the people they govern,
Have the Negroes got the rights writhen
there, entirely?

Definitions of Special Words and a
Phrase: !

Negro, n, An African black,

Caucasian, adj, Of or pertaining to
the Caucasus,

Declaration of Independence, A docu-
ment enacted July 2-4, 1776, by the
Unanimous vote of 12 American colo-
nies, in which they declared themselves
independent of Great Britain,

The Declaration of Independence,
stating life, Iiberty, and the pursuit of
happiness for all, was signed in 1776,
The Emancipation Proclamation was
signed in 1663, Why weren’t the Ne-
groes free then?

Thanks to Mr, Lincoln and his Pres-
identisl cabinet, we have what freedom
we have today, I Mr, Lincoln saw what
was hagpening today, he’d die of shame,

Some of my ancestor s aboutnine gen-
erations back might have been born in
Africa, Thea their nationality is Afri-
can, [am five generations down from
the time of Slavery, I was born in the
United States in 1952,

I consider myself an American, a
proud one too--proud of my color, not
black but brown, Ive lived 14 years,
and never saw a live blsck person, nor

a white one,
just think,

Was the Declaration of Independence
written with us in mind, too?

I bet you haven’t elther,

Reseda Angelyn Shelton
Alexander City, Ala,

* % ¥ %

To the Editor:

In respect to the recent Mobile vio-
lence, I write this letter to say racial
killing, bombing, and destruction isnot
the peaceful solution,

Even the pimps, prostitutes, and so-
called hoodlums say Mobile is wildly
on a collision course and showdown that
could culminate with some of the most
fierce raclal fighting America has yet
to experience, because of hardship
among the masses, black and white,

The historical truth is, the so-called
racial peace and harmony preached for
Mobile is a conditioned ‘boss man’
over ¢‘servant’” community structure
and relationship, Thereis no such thing
as an organized program--like homeor
church visitation, association, and as-
similation--involving all races around
Mobile.

Among the Caucasians--white peo-
ple--Mobile has aggressive, educated,
and youthful leaders supervising insti-
tutions for control and growth of our
conditions,

Among the Negromasses, Mobile has
the old guard, 860-and 70-year-old men,
trying to control and supervise the un~
sanitary community conditions today
1967, These old-line leaders accomp-
lished great works back in 1925, 1985,
to 1955,

The historical bare-face truth is:
Mobile has fajled to train up and in-
volve the youthtul, responsible, and
aggressively-educated Negro male for
leadership participation into Moblile’s
decisfon-making governmental affairs,
Because of this tragedy, all fighting hell
could break loose, for it will be the day
when God sees fit toremove a few more
of the 60- and 70-year-old Negro lead-
ers from the MobHe scene,

The youthful-white-controlled city
will not have the old-guard Negrocom-
munity contact to communicate with and
give orders to, There will be only an
aggressive hostile vacuum, filled with
isolation, hatred, frustration, distrust,
and most of all, poverty,

Some say Moblile is wildly on a col-
lision course and showdown that could
culminate with some of the mostfierce
racial fighting America has yet to wit-
ness, The crucial ime has arrivedfor
Mobile, Where does she gofrom here?

Jerry H, Pogue
Moblile, Ala,

* & ¥ %

To the Editor:
. Our young people of today are getting

the wrong people to be our heroes, The
likes of former boxing champion of the
world Cassius Clay and SNCC chairman
Stokely. ...

Laws are only good if you’ll abide
yourself by them, you just can’t build
yourself by disobeying the laws, (Al-
though Pve broke the law a couple times,
but how bad I realizeand regretit now,)

So you young people of today, remem=
ber that where there’s a will there’s a
way, and he who hates dies by hate,

Miss Lula Parker
Clarence Willlams
Troy, Ala,

* %X % X
To the Editor:

I some time wonder why can’t we live
together? Because God made us all,

Is it the color of my skin that make
me different from therest of the races?
Or is it that the Negroes being down so
long depending on other and still want
help from them? Or is it that he sees
how long he been down and realize why?

These are the answer and Reason
things are the way they are today,

(1) The old Toms (N) that use to do
all the slaving still trying toslaveeven
at death, Meanwhile the Mr, Charlie
(W) 1s expecting Me and others to do
the same,

(2) A lot of Uncle Toms gave their
lites, not for rightsbutfor Mr, Charlie,
I would be wlﬁlng to give my life if it
would mean your freedon.,

We must live and work together as
brothers, Why? Because when Christ
come, he won’t pick Colores and the
ones with the Most things, but he will
pick the ones that served his purpose
well, K you do not know what that is,
then read the Good Book (Bible),

“Flordia’”
Elba, Ala,
* % ¥ %

To the Editor:

I would like to say we havenotas yet
reached the very needy children of the
world, Lets go into the valleys, the
bills, the hollows, and the ghettos of
every city, every town, every country
place and hunt these children, They
need your help 8o very much,

I do not know how we will solve this
problem, but let all of us try veryhard
to come together and reason out our
problems, Put them behind us and go
forward with the day’s program,

Someday I hope and pray that I’ll be
able to open a school for the very poor-
est of children, Why I want this school
is I know how bad it is not to have an
education, Education is a great thing,

I will not give up!

If you try once and fail, thentry again
and again and go forward, asking God’s
help first, and the help of all the people,

May the Lord bless and keep you in
your great effort,

Mrs, Polly Heidelberg
Meridian, Miss,

gram,

‘‘We have seven more people already
approved by the county in Alberta, and
four approved in Annemanie,” he said,
‘““We think that more like 40 people will
receive homes by the time this ends,”’

The project is intended to help poor
people, In fact, single people with in-
comes above $1,500 (for non-farmers)
or $1,050 (for farmers) do not qualify
for the program, (The limitsare high-
er for larger families,)

But, said Harrell, the incomes of
most of the families involved are far
below the minimum set by the program,

The FHA makes loans only to people
who have ‘‘reasonable ability’”’ to re-
pay them, he said, SHll, he pointed
out, the payments on a two-bedroom
home are only about $29 a month,

“A total loan of $4,600 will buy a
two bedroom house which would be
costing the buyer $6,000 if a contractor
built it,’* said Harrell, Participantsin
the project save money by doing the
work themselves--using the technical
instruction provided by the federal
grant,

The families now aredividedintotwo
groups, the Johnson Assocfation of
Lower Peachtree and the Yellow Bluff
Association, Each association meets
once a week,

“At the meetings, we learn how to
plan our homes, how we are going to
build the housés, and what kind of land
to build the houses on,’”” said Mrs, Wil-
lie Mae Johnson of Yellow Bluff, For
instance, she said, the families learned
that ‘‘we are not supposed to build our
houses where water might settle,”

Buying any kind of land has been a
problem for many people, because there
isn’t much real estate for sale, ‘Ihad
to pay $500 for my one acre of land,””
said Mrs, Johnson, ¢‘That mam sure
didn’t want to selll’?

The actual building was scheduled to
begin in September, But, said Harrell,
it will probably start sooner, because
of the quick approval of loans,

Your Welfare Rights

When

BY LAURA ENGLE

Frequently, a parent will go to the
welfare office and ask for ald because
he (or she) is too sick to work,

The welfare worker may allow the
parent to make an application for Aid
to the Permanently and Totally Disabled
(APTD)--or the worker may tell the
parent he isn’t sick enough to apply,
(The welfare worker has no right to
refuse to take an application, but many
people don’t know this and get talked
out of applying,)

If people are allowed to make the ap-
plication, and then are rejected for not
being disabled enough, they think there
is nothing more they can do,

This is not true, The welfare work-
er should tell the parent he can re-
ceive help for his children, even if he
is not ‘“‘permanently and totally dis-
abled,’*

When a parent is sick and unable to
work--even though the condition may be
temporary, or not total--the children
are considered to be deprived of this
parent’s care and support, They are
then eligible for another kind of aid--
Ald to Dependent Children (ADC),

There are many ways a parent can
go about getting ADC based on ‘““inca-
pacity,’t If the parent is found to be
permanently and totally disabled, he
canqualifyfor APTD, And he can make
a separate application for ADC, at the
same time be applies for APTD, (The
welfare worker should automatically
take the ADC application, But if she
doesn’t, the parent should ask for it.)

A father may be considered ‘‘inca-
pacitated,” though not totally disabled,
if he is unable to work at his usual
job--or a similar one--without severe
pain or danger,

For Instance, say a man who has al-
ways worked on a coastruction job is
now having fainting spells, He would
be in danger if he tried to continue his

TALKING
BUSINESS

Dothan, Ala.

The Les Charmant Filles Social Club
held its fifth annual Flower Pageant last
moanth at the Masonic Temple, There
were several beautiful and charming
queens, each carrying anarm bouquet of
mums, the club flower, Some of the
queens were Miss Bobby Salter, Miss
Linda McSwain, Miss Jacquelyn Jack-
son, Miss Helen Booth, and Miss Jewel
Turner, The club members were all
dressed in white or black,and the stage
--decorated with many flowers--gave
a real feeling of springtime, (From
Mrs, Mary Alice Crews)

White Hall, Ala.

John Hulett, head of the Lowndes
County Freedom Party, went to Cincin-
natl, Ohio, last weekend, to speak to
the Organization for Afro-American
Unity, The group was holding a confer-
ence on the subject of ‘“black power,”’

Abberille, Ala.

Mrs, Pearline Danzey is entertain-
ing visitors from Newark, New Jersey,
They include her son, Lloyd Edward;
his wife, Annette; their son, Junie; Mrs,
Danzey’s sister, Margaret; her broth-
er, Danny; his wife, Cora; and their
children, (From James J, Vaughan)

Huntsville, Ala.

The Upward Bound kids from Ala-
bama A&M College celebrated the
Fourth of July with a dinner for their
parents in the college cafeteria, The
dinner was followed by a recreation
period in the gymnasium, The 83 parti-
cipants in Upward Bound--81 Negroes
andtwowhites--live in dormitories on
the A &M campus, They attend classes
in communication skills, mathematics,
science, and reading, For two hours

NECK SUE
FoLks

AND Hers Too

on Saturday mornings, each student is
given a chance to do special work in
art, music, or drama, While in Upward
Bound, high school students get roam
and board, plus $10 per week, Students
who have finished high, school but are
not yet in college get room and board,
plus a salary of $160 per month, They
earn the salary by serving as assistants
to the instructors,

Vaiden, Miss.

The Carroll County Improvement As-
sociation has just finished a four-week
registration drive, and is now being
organized in all five beats of Carroll
County, The association wants to sense
this into people: they haveaccess to the
ballot, and they have nothing to fear
since the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Also,
loans for things such as buildings and
farm equipment are available, but the
people have to learn how to go about
getting them, The Improvement Asso-
clation will have weekly beat meetings
and monthly county meetings, to discuss
out problems and what canbe done about
them, (From Glenn Duven and W, L,
Lott)

Troy, Ala.

Independence Day provedtobea treat
for the children of Troy, City officials
allowed three hours of free swimming
for everyone, About 150 childrenturned
out, There was a fireworks display at
the pool, whilefree watermelon was be-
ing cut, “This is an annual service for
the people of Troy,” said Hubert Mad-
dox, supervisor of the Washington 8t,
Pool, Mrs, J, M, Warren sponsored

a barbeque, with the profits going to the
Bethel Baptist Church, And in a Little
League basebgll game, James Fra-
zler’s Reds took a 10-9 victory over
Jose Henderson’s Blues,

SWIMMING IN TROY

ou Can’

usual work, but he might still be able
to make a little money mowing lawns
two or three times a week,

Therefore, the man would not be to-
tally disabled, and could not getAPTD,

JACKSON WELFARE PROTEST

But he would still be unable to support
his family because of his illness, and
his children would be eligible for ADC,

Or, another man may have tubercu-
losis, The doctors feel that the disease
can be cured, but have ordered him not
to work for several moaths, Until his
doctors allow him to return to work,
this man is incapacitated --and his
children are eligible for afd,

It is sometimes more difficult to
prove incapacity in a mother, She must
present evidence that she is unable to
do her usual work--caringfor thehome,
supervising the children, and so on, A
woman with diabetes or extremely high
blood pressure--who needs help doing
her housework--is incapacitated,

As a generalrule, the parent’s condi-

t Work

tlon must exist for a period of at least
two or three weeks before the children
will be considered for ADC, 8

In some cases, however, the detér-
mination can be made almost Lfo-
diately, For instance, if a man 1oges
a hand in an industrial accident, h8 is
obviously going to be unable to workfor
some time, His family should begin-to
recelve ADC benefits as soon as the
welfare department 18 willing to act,

In order to receive ADC, the incapa-
citated parent may be required to ac-
cept vocational rehabilitation training,
This is so the parent will be able to
get another type of job in the future,
For instance, a manual laborer who
develops a heart condition might be
able to learn a factory job, He can get
ADC for his children--if he agrees to
accept the training,

But suppose afarm worker loses both
legs in an accident, While it is true
that he could probably work in a facto-
ry, there are no factorfes in the town
where he lives,

The worker would be eligible for
ADC anyway, The welfare department
cannot force a parent to leave his fami-
ly--or a family to leave its community
--to accept work somewhere else,

Incapacity in a parent may be the re-
sult of either a physical or mental con-
dition, It may be the result of an injury
(such as loss ofa limb), anillness (such
as tuberculosis), or a defect (such as
mental retardation), ’

Unlike thestandardfor AP TD--which
will be discussed in a later column=--
the major standard for ADC is whether
or not the cogdition prevents the parent
from supporting his family (in the case
of a father), or caring for her home agd
children (In the case of a mothes),

Like all decisions of the local wel-
fare office, a determination that a p@e
ent 18 not Incapacitated can be appeutsd
to the state welfare department, =]
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So What Did

Freeman See?

BY LAURA ENGLE

BATESVILLE, Miss,--Orville Freeman, the U, S.
Secretary of Agriculture, roared through nine Mis-
sissippi communities in one day last month,

In a speech to the West Batesville Farmers Associ=-
ation, he said the purpose of his trip was to ‘“look and
learn,”

What did he look at? What did he learn?

For onoe thing, he looked at two of the Delta’s largest and most profitable
plantations--the Delta Pine plantation in Bolivar County, and the Mascot planta-
tion in Coahoma County, The purpose of the visit to the Delta Pine--as outlined
in the day’stravel schedule--was to¢‘/viewdrastic change in farming operations,”’

Early Ewing, an official of the Delta and Pine Land Company, was the guide for
this part of the tour, After explaining various innovations in fertilization, weed
control, and irrigation, Ewing answered questions from reporters accompanying
Freeman,

Someone asked him 1f it wasn’t true that many of his workers had been replaced
by machines, ‘Well,” Ewing answered, ‘‘that’s a little like asking about the
chicken and the egg, It's hard to say if the workers were replaced by machines,
or if the machines replaced the workers,”’

At the Mascot plantation, brothers Andrew and Oscar Carr took the secretary
to the site where they are building one new duplex and eight new single-family
units for their resident farm workers, This is being done with a $60,000 farm
labor housing loan from the Farmers Home Administration (FHA), and $15,000
of the Carrs’ own funds,

During a stop at a Head Start Center in Bolivar County, Ted Carter of the
Mound Bayou STAR center joined the tour, Carter said he was concerned that
the tour schedule didn’t include a single stopat the home of a poor family, Some-

how, he convinced the tour leaders to make an unscheduled visit with some poor.

people,

The family the tour visited was typical of many in the Mississippi Delta, The
father of the house was unable to work, because he suffered from tuberculosis,
The mother seemed to be mentally retarded. Somewhere‘ between 14 and 18 peo-
ple lived in the house--no one was quite sure of the exact number, Four of the
children also had tuberculosis,

The family had been denied a welfare grant for Ald to the Permanently and
Totally Disabled, They said they were turned down because they had borrowed
too much money in the past from other sources, (Under the law, this is not a
reason for denying welfare,) However, they were getting Aid to Dependent Chil-
dren--the maximum amount of $90 per month,

The family paid $23-per-month rent for a run-down house, They said their
application for an FHA loan, to build a new home, had been denied--they had no
money to repay the loan, and the adults in the home were too sick to work, One
daughter said the family would have to put up $44 to buy food stamps,

As the reporters asked questions, Carter explained how federal and state reg-
ulations keep the family from participating in programs that might help them,
Freeman said nothing,

But then the visit was over, and the tour went on--to a recreation center in
Coahoma County, a luncheon in Clarksdale, and the Batesville Co-op (where ev-
eryone ate watermelon),

In Batesville, the tour visited a family ‘‘presently Uving in a badly dilapidated
house’” while their new, FHA-financed home was being built, This family had a
$3,300 yearly income--the Mississippi average is about $2,800,

At a barber shop built witha federalloan, Secretary Freeman had his hair cut,

In Oxford, Freeman was the featured speaker at the ground-breaking ceremony
for a new United States Plywood-Champion Papersplant, Surrounded by officials
of the company, their wives, and ‘Miss Oxford” in an ante-bellum dress, the
secretary pretended to cut down a pine tree,

Then he gave a speech lauding the ‘‘foresight’” of the people of Mississippi,
who planted a handsome stand of loblolly pines--halting soil erosion and provid-
ing an opportunity for employment and advancement of the people in the com-
munity,

The audience--all white except for a few reporters and federal officials--ap-
plauded mightily.

o ——

AGRICULTURE SECRETARY HEARS HOW IT IS

Cabinet Member Meets Farmers

"We Have to Stick Together’

BY ROBIN REISIG

EUTAW, Ala, --‘‘Sec-
retary Freeman, we want
you to see howthe federal
dollar is handled here.”

“We don’t get any of it,”’

“We don’t got no jobs, no dollars,””

Orville Freeman, U, S, Secretary
of Agriculture, heard and saw a lot
during his quick ‘‘look,learn, and lis-
ten’” tour through West Alabama and
Mississippi last month,

From the farmers he met along the
way, the secretary learned how many
ogs they owned, what crops they were
growing, and how the weather looked--
for these were the questions he asked
as he met them,

The local farmers were at ease with
the U, S, Cabinet member, It was like
talking to another farmer, ‘‘We have
to stick together, or we’ll be snowed
under by the big city slicker,’” Freeman

FREEMAN (LEFT) LISTENS AS HIS WIFE TALKS TO LOCAL LADIES

told Negro farmers in Eutaw,

As a chartered bus carried federal
farm officlals and newspapermen
through the Black Belt, there were
statistical lectures on conditions in the
counties, But some of the most inter-
esting moments of the trip came when
Negro leaders boarded the bus andtold
about their own localities,

Modern methods of cotton farming--
along with increased evictions--‘¢have
just about forced the colored population
into a sincere request for industry,”
said the Rev, William Branch of Fork-
land, ‘‘In most Black Belt countles,
there seems to be a tactic in operation
--to force Negroes to leave the county,
to leave the South,”’

Branch then told of plans for garment
and canning facteries in Greene County:
“We’'ve decided to stay here in Greene
County--going to make this county
green, sure enough,”’

Calvin Orsborn, business manager of
SWAFCA (the Southwest Alabama
Farmers Cooperative Assoclatlon),
also talked to thebusload of government
men and reporters, Hesaild SWAFCA’s
“‘type of diversification is the answer?””
for the small farmer, In this age of big
farmers,

One of Freeman’s first stops inAla-
bama was at the food stamp office in
Eutaw, where one Negro works with five
whites, (None of Alabama’s other five
food stamp centers employs Negro of-
fice workers,) Freeman said there is
no discrimination within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, ‘‘Most of the (of-
tice) people,” he sald, “‘are under the
civil service system,’” and the depart-
ment hires qualified Negroes ‘‘sofast it
makes yolr head swim,”’

“In the past,’” sald Freeman, ‘‘a lot
of people in important positions (in the
department) were from the South, and
Negroes felt there was discrimination,
But that’s not true now,’’

Later, the secretary stopped at the
all-white surplus food office in Marengo
County, and broke the seal on its first
shipment of surplus food, He stopped
at the homes of several white farmers,

FREEMAN’S WIFE TALKS TO MISS NAOMI WASHINGTON IN LINDEN

and at the homes of several Negro farm-
ers,

There was a lotof newspaper discus-
sion of Freeman’s route before he
came, He denied reports thatAlabama
congressmen had pressuredhim to visit

more white people, As it turned out,
the tour had a ‘‘white?” stop to match
every ‘‘black’ one,

In Greene County, the busload of of-
ficials and newsmen descended on the
comfortable cement-block home of Joe
Jones, a Negro tenant farmer, Jones
told them his cotton-allotment checks

I : J""I;ﬁl'ﬁ
T

are too small,

Then the tour moved down the road,
to visit with Jones’ white landlord--
Sigurd Jensen, an elderly immigrant
who spoke with a thick Danish accent,
He had a complaint, too: ‘You need
help, and you can’t get it, and the roads
are full of them,”

As the bus left that plantation, afed-
eral official told the reporters the tour
had visited Jones’ home because {twas
‘‘a typical house,””

““What’s typical about a block
house?” someone asked, as the bus

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7, COL, 5)
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BY VIOLA BRADFORD

I’ll never forget the
summer 1 first became
associated with The
Southern Courier, It was
in July, 1965--around the
ninth, 1 distinctly re-
member thisdate because
it’s my sister’s birthday.,
She was having a few fri-
ends over for aparty,and
I was serving the refresh-
ments,

It was about 11:30 p,m, when the
phone rang, Princella Howard (now
Mrs, Princella Wade) was calling,
Sometime earlier, she had talked with
me about the paper, because she knew
that I was interested in writing,

Now she was calling to tell me that
two young men were in Montgomery who
would be working with the paper,andto
ask if they could comeover, After mid-
night, the doorbell rang, and it was
Princella with two white men,

My sister’s guests and I were a bit
surprised at first, This doesn’t usual-
ly happen in Negro neighborhoods at
night--that 1s, whites making friendly
or business calls, They introduced
themselves as Geoff Cowan, then a law
student at Yale, and Jim Peppler, a
photographer, We exchanged greetings
as we headed to the kitchen for some
refreshments, We then sat in the den
and began talking about the Courier,

It wasn’t until the second issue thatI
wrote an article, It was about the Head
Start program in Montgomery, I was
a stringer--unpaid but willing to work
for a cause by reporting community
news,

My by-line for several issues was
““Victoire Bradford,” because it was
my French class name and I liked it,
and because--I must confess--I didn’t
want anyone to know thatIwas thewrit-
er, And then again, I did--that explains
the half-and-half name, But later I
found out thatit didn’t work, Some peo-
ple knew all the time that it was [,

Since the paper was established, its
staff members would frequently go to
dinner, chuches, movies, dances, and
ather places together. We would al-
ways be stared at as if we were some
gfeat phenomenon--but Iguess we could
have been called that, Neither whites
nor Negroes were used to seeing such
integrated groups walking around like
human beings TOGETHER i{n Montgom-
ery,

Many times I thought I wouldn’t keep
working for the Courier, In the fall, I
werked after school, makingheadlines,
('_l also startedreceivinga salary, which
llped me a lot since I was in school.)

I'd ride the bus to and from work, or
many times I'd get a ride with some of
the other staff people, One night Edward
Rudd, one of the reporters, was kind
enough to give me a ride home, We
didn’t notice until after he’d driven up
to my door that two white men had fol-
lowed us,

They had a large flashlight that look-
ed like a spotlight, I gotoutof the car,
and went up on the porch, The men put
the light in my face, droveupmy street
to turn around, then came back, slowed
up, and kept'driving, After I had gotten
in and gone to bed, Edward called to tell
me that they were policemen,

As a result of this, my mother and
grandmother became pretty worried,
They suggested that I stop working for
the Courier, At that time, I thought
I'd never see the Courler again, but
Robert Smith, one of the editors, prom-
ised my parents that I’dgethome safely,
And since then--although I had several
close calls on the job--I always got
home safely,

Months passed, and I was a headliner
and a writer of very few articles, I
wrote one that December, about two Ne-

Two Years of The Southern Courier

gro girls who were the first to make the
top honor roll at Lanier High School,

The next week was Christmas, We
didn’t have an issue that week, On
Christmas Eve, Geaff Cowan, Gall Falk,
Jim Peppler, Barbara Flowers and her
sisters,and I --along with some of my
friends--went caroling, We walked and
sang in the Negro neighborhoods, as
well as some white neighborhoods, It
was cold, but we enjoyed it, The Christ-
mas caroling spirit made me feel good
to be a part of the group,

We were too busy singing and being
happy to think about beingharrassedby
the whites who drove by, Our laststop
was at Mr, and Mrs, Clifford Durr’s,
where we ate graham crackers and
drank egg nog.

In March, 1966, twomonths before my
graduation frout highschool,I wrote an
article entitled ‘‘Graduation - Then
What??? not realizing that Ireally should
have been asking myself the same ques-
tion, not realizing that on graduation
night, I’d be marching down an aisle
not knowing where I would be going
from there,

But after s chool was out, I couldwork
full-time for the paper duringthe sum-
mer months,

I had no story printed in the first
anniversary issue of the Courier, I
considered the first year as a period
in which I was to meet people and find
out how things and peoplereally were--
including members of the Courier staff,
The next year brought more people to
meet, more meetings to attend, more
work to do, and last but notleast, more
experiences--more stories to cover
that could have taught me a lot, made
me happy or sad, or gotten me arrest-
ed or killed,

In September, 1966, I didn’t enroll
in any college, I'd been rejected by the
University of Alabama, andacceptedby
the University of Arizona for the spring
term, During thatsemester while Iwas
out of school, I was arealfull-time re-
porter with the Courier,

The first thing I' had to do was learn
to drive and get a license, It took two
visits to the testing station, The first
time, I hit a truck trying to parallel-
park, and was asked not to return for
two weeks, The second time, I drovea
smaller car and passed the test,

I was to replace Ellen Lake,whowas
leaving the staff, and ten counties of the
67 in Alabama were left up to me to
cover,

Ellen and I drove around for several
days, visiting people and places in the
area, Tired, sleepy, and hungry, we
stopped one day at an eating place in
Opp--in fact, three eating places, Why
so many? No, ‘not because we were so
hungry that we ate three times, butbe-
cause we couldn’tfinda place that would
serve me food,

The third placewasa drug store, The
women evidently saw us coming, be-
cause they came from behind the count-
er and met us at thedoor, We walked
in as one of the women went back be-
hind the counter, The conversation went
like this as I began to order:

“What kind of sandwiches do you
have?”?

“I'm sorry, we don’t sell sandwiches
here,”” (Thecounter was decorated with
pictures of such snacks,)

“‘Well, may Ihavea Coke or anorange
drink, please?”’

“Im sorry we don’t have any
drinks,”” (There was a Coke, orange,
and some other kind of soda machine
on the counter,)

““Well then can I get anordertogo?”’
“I'm sorry, we don’t have orders to
go.l’

Finally, with my patience wearing
out, a smile on my face, and my stom-
ach talking to me, I suggested, ‘“Well,
we’ll sit in here and eat what you have,’’

She answered, ‘“We don’t use those
chairs and tables,’’

MISS VIOLA BRADFORD IN GEES BEND
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I said ‘“Well, thank you anyway,"”
‘As we were leaving, a white couple came
in and sat down at the table, and the
women took their order, At fhis I left,
but not before Infarming the¥omen that
they were violating a law,

I was now doing from one to two and
sometimes three articles a week, Most
of them came from places outside the
counties I was responsible for,because
that was where the action was--Mont-
gomery, Lowndes County, and Selma,

Ah, peaceful Selma--a place of rest
and harmony, with the assurance of
protection by the inhabitants of two
buildings that sat across the street
from each other: the police headquar-
ters on one corner,andSNCCand LCDC
on the other, I'’ll never forget Selma
and some of the wonderful people that
worked with SNCC,

The November, 1966, election cam-
paign of the Lowndes County Freedom
Organization, running under the symbol

of the black panther, brought me to
Lowndes County--the one county that
I've been to in the whole state of Ala-
bama that has Negroes who work TO-
GETHER for THEMSELVES,

As a result of working on this story,
I also wrote an articlefor the Washing-
ton Post newspaper about the black
panther party,

The arrest of Stokely Carmichael
brought me back to Selma, The day I
got to Selma, Carmichael was being
released from jail, I’d never seenhim
before, and I decided to stay in Selma
and hear him speak to the people, At
first I thought, like most people, thathe
was fjust another troublemaker and
really not worth listening to,

I was standing with my back to the
door in the LCDC office when Carmi-
chael entered, He made a comment to
me and asked me who I was, (At the
time, I was trying to figure out who he
was--1 did,) I told him whom I was
working with, in a reluctant voice (but
not reluctant enough to let him know
that I didn’t want to say), Yousee--the
Courier was not a favorite with SNCC,

After talking with Carmichael and
watching him quite closely, all thoughts
and ideas about him that I had read in
newspapers and heard from other peo-
ple vanished, I began developing my
Own.

The election was the next day, This
is when I really began to admire Car-
michael for what he was doing, Never
before had I seen a young man work so
hard to help poor black people feel so
happy, restore their sense of dignity,
and make all the people in one area
love him so much, I might add that
Carmichael did his work, not in a black
suit sitting behind a desk, but in a pair
of blue work overalls, a short-sleeve
shirt, and heavy boots, He’s a devoted
worker, in a cause in which he believes,
No man should be denied thisright, nor
told how far his freedom of speech ex=-
tends, when it isn’t slanderous,

And then there was the aftermath in
Lowndes, The voters had pulled their
levers for the panther and then gone
home, just as the slogan suggested,
They went back home, walkingupdirty,
long tiresome roads that led to the old
shacks they lived in, back to the

e Action Is

homes with no electricity, no ruaning
water, the outdoor tollets, and news-
paper-plastered walls, But they were
happy-- not to return to this kind of
homes--but because they had voted
(some for the first time), and they knew
that another election would come,

It was cold that Christmas Eve, I'd
bought my Christmas gifts and I'd re-
ceived some, but I wasn’t really happy,
It I didn’t feel gay about having gifts,
a turkey, and a warm, comfortable
house, I wondered how the people in
Tent City felt, So that’s where I went
Christmas Eve, It started out being a
story for the paper, but it turned into a
lesson for me and a girl friend of mine
and another guy who went with us,

I wanted them to see how someblack
people had to llve since they’d been
evicted from their homes for register-
ing to vote, Christmas Eve I really
found out that one doesn’t have to live
in a big, fully-decorated brick house
with Christmas lights or a fancy tree
in order to enjoy Christmas,

All of the stories I’ve done,Icatego-
rize as ‘‘exposure’” stories--stories
about people who are poor,depressed,
and oppressed, I consider itavaluable
service to inform citizens about these
problems that exist, Sume may blame
them on poverty (although poverty is a
factor), but it all originates from ra-
cism, and there are thousands who are
being informed of this throughthe Cour-
ier, This is why I’ve written for the pa-
per these past two years,

As a result ofbeinga reporter for the
Courier I have had the opportunity to
write a report for the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, and to meet other Ala-
bamians, white and black, whom Iwould
otherwise never have known or been
known by,

But above all, the Courier has helped
me become acquainted with the leaders,
followers, and organizations in Alaba-
ma who are struggling in this movement
for civil and human rights and full
equality and respect,

Congratulations to The Southern
Courier, the newspaper that enabled
me, directly and indirectly through my
news coverage, to think for myself, to
learn to be more considerate of others,
to take on responsibilities, and tobe me,

Whatever Happened To
Richard Lee Harris ?

BY KERRY GRUSON

UNION SPRINGS, Ala,--Negro lead-
ers in Bullock County have been trying
to figure out what has happened to
Richard Lee Harris since his trial last
July 3, Buteverybodythey talked tohad
a different story,

The first surprise came on July 6,
when Sheriff C, M, Blue, Negro deputy
Tom (*‘Preacher’’) Tolliver,andanoth-
er deputy arrested Harris at his home,
The arrest was made on orders from
Judge Fred D, Main, who tried Harris
July 3 and later found him guilty of re-
sisting arrest,

Civil rights leaders hadthought Main
would not hand down a decision, In-
stead, they were looking forward to next
month’s meeting of the county grand
jury, The grand jury willhear the case
against Tolliver, charged with killing
Harris’ friend, Willie James King, the
night he attempted to arrest Harris,

Harris said the arrest was the first
he and his family had heard of Main’s
decision, On the way back to the jail,
he said, Tolliver gave him a different
reason for his arrest--‘‘We’re taking
you in for messin’ ’roundg with Red,”

Tolliver was referring to Rufus C,
Huffman, a Union Springs civil rights
leader, Huffman and other Negro lead-
ers have been working to get Tolliver
out of the sheriff’s office,

“We’ll just walit to see what they’re
going to do, and then we’ll get them,”
Huffman sald this week, ‘“The sheriff’s
office is liability to Bullock County,’”

Harris spent the night of July 3 in jail,
It they’re going to harass him, (Har-
ris’ father) and I decided that he’s bet-
ter off in jail,’”” explained H, O, Wil-
1lams, a Bullock County leader,

But last Friday, the fine was paid and
Harris was released, ‘‘They told me
this was the end, that they won’t come

FAMILY LOSES LAND
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

name appeared ‘‘above-ours,”’

Walton said his family worked the
swamp land for about 20 years, but ‘‘the
coons and deers destroyed” itforfarm
work, Then, he sald, the five families
of Waltons used the landfor hunting and
for wood,

Blillingsley said he and Walton would
continue to fight for the land, The Rev,
Thomas E, Gilmore, a Greene County
civil rights leader, added:

““I think that we have many, many
other cases here in the county where
whites have taken land by moving on
to it,”

after me any more,”’ Harris said,

But who paid the fine? According to
court records, it wasC, S, Paul,awhite
man, (The Harrises are share-crop-
pers on Paul’s land, but they plan to
move off in the near future,) Paul re-
fused to discuss the matter, Harris
thinks his brother paid the fine, And
Harris’ father told Huffman he had no
idea who paid it,

Huffman had one explanation for the
mystery, ‘‘Somebody must have been
talking to them,’” he said, ‘‘Somebody
must have put the pressure on them,”’

Mobile Killing

BY FRANKLIN HOWARD

MOBILE, Ala,--Dan Casher, a 24-
year-old Negro, was shot and killed
last week in an argument with Henry
Watson, a white grocer, Watson was
charged with first-degree murder, but
at a hearing last Tuesday, the case was
dismissed,

Judge Charles White-Spunner set
Watson free after witnesses testified
that Casher had threatened the 75-year-
old grocer with a pair of pliers, The
witnesses said the argument was over
money owed to Watson,

Casher was shot with a ,38-caliber
pistol that Watson keptbehinda counter
in the store, according tothe testimony,
Some people who were there, however,
said they didn’t see any pliers inCash-
er’s hand during the argument,

The day after the killing, people in
the Antwerp St, area were angry, They
threw bricks and bottles into the store,
and a friend of Casher was stopped as
he tried to burn it up,

SNCC’s

Picket

Appeals to Kids

BY ROBIN REISIG

BESSEMER, Ala,--‘‘Weheard people
in the community complaining--they’re
asked to go around to the ‘colored’
side,” saild Johnny Jackson, SNCC state
project director,

‘“People said they want the store out
of the black community, SNCC ishere
to get it out by any means necessary,’’

So on Wednesday, Theophilus Smith
(SNCC’s Jefferson County project di-
rector), Jackson, and three Bessemer
men were picketing outside Lorene’s
Cafe, They were asking for removal
of the ‘colored’ entrance, or removal
of the store,

About a dozen children from nearby
buildings soon joined them, as several
dozen more children and teen-agers
looked on,

SNCC decided to picket Lorene’s
Cafe after Jackson walked in the
‘“white’”” side Tuesday, and was asked
to use the other entrance,

As he walked in, said Jackson,a six-
year old Negro kid yelled, ‘‘Hey boy,
you going in the wrong side,’”

Then, Jackson said, ‘he ran, He
knew where his place was in whitesoci-
ety, He was six years old, We got to
stop that,’?

The picketing Wednesday didn’t seem
to change the attitude of the white woman
behind the counter in Lorene’s, The
store is divided inside by a partition,
““The city forced me to put it up,” she
said, “That’s been 18 years,” She
sald she has no plans to take it down,

After picketing for an hour, Jackson
took two steps into the white side, to

Negro Parents Get Letter

BY KERRY GRUSON

ALEXANDER CITY, Ala, -- Negro
parents here got a invitation in the mail
last week, It was a letter from city
Schools Superintendent S, C, Doss Jr,,
inviting them to send their children
to all-white Benjamin Russell High
iSchool,

Russell has always been white in the
past, But this spring, under federal-
court order, children were free to
choose any high school they wanted,

Before the letter was sent, 22 Negro
students applied for Russell, and were
accepted, But last week, the superin-
tendent urged more Negro parents to
have their children transfer,

Doss’ letter listed the courses given
at Russell that are not available atall-
Negro Laurel High School--Spanish,
physiology, speech, mechanical draw-
ing, and ten others,

Parents sald they wondered about
the reasons for the letter, ‘‘Pvenever
gotten a letter like this,” sald one,

Doss had no comment on the matter,
But an official of the U,S, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare ex-
plained:

“The school system felt that they
were not meeting the requirements of
either the court order or the federal
guidelines, They have 6% (of the) Ne-
groes in white schools now,andthey’re
looking for 10%.”?

see if he could buy an orange drink, .
The old woman told him, ‘“Get out of
here,”?

But the pickets did have a strong ef-
fect elsewhere--with the Negro chil-
dren,

“Us children do be in there every
day, Most of her business is sellingus
candy, ice cream, and potato chips,”
sald Jackie Hall, 10, *‘White power
rules our community, We oughtto give
black power a chance,’””

Hall said he was ordered out of the
white half of Lorene’s earlier thisyear,
He joined the picket line,

““You go in the white side from now
on,” Hall told a smaller boy who was
entering the colored side, Doubtful
at first, the boy then gleefully repeated
Hall’s words, Instead of going in, he
joined the picket line with a sign saying
‘““Hellaway with Jim Crow,”*

Miss Brenda Hall also joined the line,
although at first she said she was
““scared to take one of those signs,
They might put me in jail,”* Miss Hall
is seven years old,

WANT ADS

ATTENTION NURSES -- Servein the
Alr Force Reserve, There are vacan-
cies available inthe 542nd Medical Ser~
vice Flight for qualified nurses, Pre-
vious service not required, Asanurse
in the Air Force Reserve, you continue
in your present civilian occupation,and
train oneweekend per month, Inaddition,
you will serve 15 active duty days each
year in a well-equipped Air Force hos~
pital, If you are between theages of 20
and 35, with no dependents under 18
years of age, and you are curreatly
registered as a nurse in any state, you
may qualify as a nurse in the United
States Air Force Reserve Nurse Corps,
If you have a desire to serve witha ded-
icated team to help safeguardthehealth
of America’s airmen, call Maxwell
AFB, 265-5621, Ext, 5971, or write to
MSGT G. K, Flowers, 3800 ABW
(BPMQRP), Maxwell AFB,Ala,, 36112,

= P

UNION SPRINGS, Ala,--The NAACP
is sponsoring a meeting for members
and pastors of all Union Springs Negro .
churches at 3 p,m, Sunday, July 16, in
the Wayman Chapel AME Church, The
meeting is to discuss the involvement
of the church in civil rights, The Rev,
W, D, Bodie will speak,

s
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Campaign Time in Mi-ssissippi

andidates Discuss What Duties Will Be:

‘You M

ROBERT SMITH

Five Negroes in Bolivar

Start Running for Office

have lived these problems,and we must
do something for ourselves,”

Mound Bayou’s Negro votes will be
divided between two of the beats where

BY RUBEN PATES

MOUND BAYOU, Miss,
-- Bolivar County’s five
Negro candidates kicked
off their campaigns last
Friday night in this town
founded and built by form-
er slaves,

Two Negroes are running as indepen-
dent candidates for state-wide offices,
and three are running for the county’s
five-man board of supervisors,

Two years ago, Bolivar County had
only 500 registered Negro voters, But
today, the county has a Negro voting
majority--almost 9,000 registered Ne-
groes and about 6,000 whites,

There is also a Negro majority in
each contested supervisor’s beat,

In beat 3, where Kermit Stanton is
running for supervisor,registered Ne-
gro voters out-number whites, 4 to 1,
In beats 1 and 2, where Mrs, EthelGad-
dison and Frank Davis are supervisor
candidates, there are Negromajdrities
of 2 to 1 or better,

The candidates for state office are
Thomas Moore (for the Senate) and the
Rev, Sammy Rash (for the House of Rep-
resentatives),

Friday night’s kick-off was one of the
biggest gatherings in recent years in
all-black Mound Bayou, More than 450
people crowded into John F, Kennedy
High School, some of them waving bal-
loons and banners (“We don’t want any
Toms’’), The people shouted their ap-
proval with “Amen” and ‘‘Speak,
brother.’

Mitchell Kelly, a plantation owner
running for sheriff and tax collector,
was the only white candidate on the
speaker’s platform, He appealed for
Negro votes, to help him win his Au-
gust primery fight against other white
candidates,

Kelly brought roars of supportwhen
be promised, *I will not tolerate any
police brutality if I am sheriff,”

The candidates for supervisor con-
centrated on day-to-day issues for
Bolivar’s Negroes -- schools, roads,
welfsre, housing, and jobs, Two sharp
attacks on the county school system
came from Davis and Mrs, Geddison,

“Don’t tell me that you are going to
give me an education and then, when 1
get grown, tell me I’'m not qualified,”
Davis stormed, ‘‘We have a rotten
school system inour beat--our children
are being cheated out of anoducauon,"
said Mrs, Geddison,

Stanton said part of his platform calls
for improvement of hospital services:
“Fifty per centof cur population is sen-
for citisens, but most of cur hospitals

" don’t even quallfy for Medicare, be-
cause of segregatim,’’

“Let’s not be bought by promises,”

said Stanton, “ The samepromiseshave
been made in past years,””

Moore, the candidate for state sena-
tor, lashed out at people who said Ne-
groes aren’t qualified to run foroffice,

“Many of you have heard all your
lives that ‘you ain’tnothing,’ and you've
been told this so long that deep down
some people believe they’re ‘nothing,’ ”
he said,

“We have lots of experts onracere-
lations running around the country who
think they know our problems, But we

BY GAIL FALK

LEXINGTON, Miss,-=
Black candidates from
Holmes, Yazoo, Carroll,
Montgomery, and Madi-
son counties met in Lex-
ington last week to talk
about what their duties
will be if they are elected.

Questions filled the air during the
week-long workshop, Some of the ques-
tions were about what elected officials
MUST do,.and some were about what
they CAN do,

The discussions were led by Jim

Lewis of the Lawyers Constitutional.

Defense Committee, the Rev, Harry
Bowlie of the Delta Ministry, and Law-
rence Guyot of the Mississippl Free-
dom Democratic Party, The candidates
weren’t making campaign speeches--
they were trading questions and ideas,

At theopening session, candidatesfor
sheriff, justice of the peace, and consta-
ble discussed the rulesabout warrants,
arrests, and bond,

“When do you issue a warrant?”
asked one of the candidates for justice
of the peace,

“If a man came to me and said, ‘I
saw so-and-so go on my property and
go off with a machine,’ I would issue
a warrant and give {it to the sheriff or
constable,” answered another J, P,
candidate, Ellis Sandler of Madison
County,

“Well, suppose (the man who came
to you) was not a reliable person?”
asked Lewis,

‘““‘Before I Issued the warrant, I'd
check it out, I'm not supposed toissue
it unless I have a pretty good reason,”

black candidates are running, Davis
said the citizens here have ‘‘something
that no one else in the United States
has:

“You are the only independent town
in America, Whateveryou have, you got
it from one another, Mound Bayou could
be the biggest and greatesttownin Boli-
var County,””

BY PATRICIA JAMES

MERIDIAN, Miss,=-An Integrated
group of about 70 peoplegathered inthe
31st Ave, Baptist Church last Sunday to
hear James Skelton, one of ten white
men running for the sheriff of Lauder-
dale County,

Skelton was invited to speak to the
Crusade for Voters League by Mrs,
Tommie Whitlock--a member of the
voters league and an active civil rights
worker,

““No one thought about asking you for
a vote (before),”” Mrs, Whitlock told the
crowd in the Negro church, “Why?
Because you did not vote,”’

““Many lives have been lost, much
blood has been shed, but we must car-
ry on and stay together,” she added,

Before the speaker arrived, Mrs,
Whitlock told the audience totakenotes
about what he said, so they could com-
pare him with the other white candi-
dates,

At first, Shelton sald he didn’t know
what to talk about:

‘“Have you ever gotten up to talk or
make a speech, and as you are sitting
down thinking, 15 different things come
across your mind--you have your
speech ready, but as you get up totalk,
you forget everything?’®

“l know a lot of these people here,”
the candidate said, ‘“Mrs, Whitlock-and
I grew up alongsideeachother, Weboth
lived on a farm, and we know whatit is
to have a hard time, what it is to be
mr."

Skelton told the mostly-Negroaudi-
ence that he also imew whatit is to fight
with Negro people--‘‘not over race, but
other little things,’’

] did this all the time,asa boy,’” he
sald, ‘“But the next minute, we would
be playing marbles or something,’”

‘I’ll Make You
A Good Sheriff’

But after that, Skelton said, ‘‘some-
one started digging a oitch and started
separating us, I don’t know who he (the
di-ch-digger) is,” Some of the people
said ‘*Amen,”’

Skelton continued, ‘‘Someone told me
that before this day is cver, someone
among you people here taday would go
back, and the white Cit.zens Council
would know what has beeridone here to-
day,” But, he said, “I don’t think that
no one here would let their own people
down,”

“I've heard you're diviced,’ Skelton
told the crowd, “I didn't believe that,
As was sald a few minutes ago, ‘if
you’re going to get what you want,
you've got to stick together,’’

Skelton said he would like to put his
record against that of any other candi-
date, He made five pledges:

1, Around-the-clock protection, with
trained deputies,

2, Offfice hours on Saturday, and
neighborhood stations where people
could buy auto tags,

3. A -safety co-ordinator, to work
with other law officials on promoting
safty in the county,

4, A ‘*Young Citizens Deputy Sheriff
League,’”” composed of teenagers who
get together to discuss their problems,

5. A “Sheriff's Scholarship Fund”
for deserving students,and a summer
camp for underprivileged boys,

“Out of the other nine candidates, I
believe that I am closer to you than any
other, and I believe I can prove it to
you--1 sincerely do,’” Skelton said,
] pledge to you I'll' make you a good
sheriff, I believe you know mean4that
I will do what I say,”

After a question-and-answer period,
the candidate concluded:

“1 want to say that winor lose, we're
still friends,’”

said John Danfel Wesley, Holmes Coun-
ty J, P, candidate,

“Suppose the sheriff comes to you
and says a very reliable person told
him he saw themando{t,” Lewis asked,

“If {t was a question of ‘he said he
said,’ I would still check it out,” Wes-
ley answered, He said the man who
saw the crime should come to the J, P,
himself,

But Lewis explained that the way the
law is now, the informer doesn’t have
to go before the justice of the peace,

Once the warrant is issued, asked
Holmes County sheriff candidate Robert
Smith, “how does the justice of the
peace decide whether to give it to the
constable or to the sheriff?*? Smith
pointed out that sheriffs and constables
both depend for income on the fees they
collect for making arrests,

J. P, candidate Vernon Tom Griffin
(Holmes County) said he would decide
who gets the warrant by “how dangerous
I thought it was, If I thought it was
dangerous, I would have the sheriff and
deputies make the arrest,””

Lewis told the law-enforcement can-
didates there are four kinds of bond--
cash bond, propertybond, surety from a
bonding company, and personal recog-
nizance, A mancanbereleasedonper-
sonal recognizance by signing a state-
ment promising to pay a certainamount
if he doesn’t show up for trial,

“Do they use that around here?”
Lewis asked,

““Not for the colored,”
Griffin,

‘Do youthink people wouldcome back
if you used 1t?”" Lewis asked,

“Some of them would,” answered
Griffin,

In another room, candidates for su-
perviso- discussed the county budget
and how to raise money for the pro-
jects they decide on,

There are two ways shpervlsors can
raise more money, Lewis told the
group-~they can raise the number of
mills they tax property owners,or they
can raise the assessed value of the
property,

Yewls explained that the supervisors
set the tax (assessed) value of a prop-
erty at a certain percentage of its real
value, Then they tax property owners
a certain number of mills (tenths of a
cent) for every dollar of the assessed
value,

There are limits to the number of
mills per dollar that supervisors can
charge--14 in the smaller counties,
seven in the larger ones,

answered

If the supervisors are charging as
many mills as they are allowed, they
can still get more tax money, by rais-
ing the assessment rate, Mostproper-
ty in Mississippi is assessed at ‘15 to
20% of its real value, saild Lewis, In
some places, he said, lt's as low as 8%,

That way, Lewis sald people who own
a lot of property don’t have topay much
tax, Under the ‘“homestead exemp-
tion,” he explained, a mandoesn’t have
to pay property tax unless his property
is valued at more than $5,000, If the
county only assesses property at 20%
of the real value, he said, a man who
owns $25,000 worth of property won’t
have to pay any tax--because his land
will be valued on the taxrolls at$5,000,

The money the county loses in prop-
erty taxes ‘“comes out of your pocket
in another way,” said the Rev, Harry
Bowie, The state pays money to the
countles out of the state sales tax, he
said--a tax that ““works against the poor
people,”

Some of the questions the candidates
asked had to do with special problems
they might face because of their race,

U.S. to Send

Observers

BILOXI, Miss,.--Federal observers
will be sent to 31 Mississippi counties
to watch for discrimination against vot-
ers in the Aug, 8 primary,

U, S, Attorney GeneralRamsey Clark
made this announcement June 29, after
flying here to address the Mississippi
State Bar Association’s annual conven-
tion,

In a press conference before his
speech, Clark said young Negro men
must obey their draft boards, even if
there are no Negroes on the boards,

The attorney general conceded that
Negroes should be representedon draft
boards, However, he said, “it is not
my legal judgment that the absence of
Negroes on a board will affect the le-
gality of that board’s action,’’

Clark said that a federal anti-riot
law will not stop riots, ‘Iwishthe so-
lution were that easy,’” he said,

Riots occur in areas of ‘“high griev-
ances,” said Clark, People whowanta
solution for riots, he said, should look
for solutions to these grievances,

The U, S, Congress is now consider-
ing a bill thst would make it a crime to
tia... acr08s state lives for the pur-
pose of starting a riot,

ust Set a Pattern for New Ideas’

WARD MONTGOMERY

“Does the law say I can search a
woman the way I search aman?’’ asked
Smith, “It seems like it would be bet-
ter for a woman to search her,,,May-
be Icould give double duty to someone
of the secretary staff,’t

Lewis told Smith that a sheriff has
the power to search a lady the sameas
he searches a man, But, said Lewis,
a sheriff also ‘*has a right to make a
rule in his office that a woman should
be searched by a woman,'*

Ward Montgomery, candidate fer
Holmes County supervisor, said he is
worried about working with white offi-
cials,

“Say, for instance, you elect aboard
of supervisors, and they begin to set
up the budget, and they vary greatly
from the original set-up,

““And say the attorney (for the board
of supervisors) is a Holmes County
man, and he begins to say, ‘Well, the
original board did it this way,’, , . The
attorney always runs the show, from
what I understand,’*

Montgomery was told theboard hires
its attorney under a contract, ‘‘Acon-
tract is not one-sided,” sald Ralthus
Hayes, another Holmes supervisor can-
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didate, “If he fails to carry out hig
contract, then he's fired himself,’?

But Montgomery sald he is worrleq
about something else--the attorney
might be right, The new supervisors
might believe the white attorneyis try<
ing to block their planswhenhe is actu~
ally just telling them the law, Montgom~
ery said,

One evening, Bowie opened the work:‘
shop by telling the candidates, ‘“We can
get into office in November and not do
anything different, except be a littl§
nicer and alittle fairer, But there are
many things in the system--in thé.
structure--of Mississippi politics that
make it almost impossible for a sheriff
or J, P, or constable to do justice.”

For example, he told the group, *‘thé
whole livelihood”” of a constable or.g
justice of the peace depends on how
many people he arrests,

“You may say, ‘Well, I'm not gom";
to arrest people just tomake money,* %
Bowie told the candidates, '«Th&
doesn’t mean that everyonewhofollow&
you will (do the same),

“You have more hope and more eng
thusiasm, , , You must seta pattern fa¥
changes and for new ideas,”
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Chased by a ‘Deputy,’ Troy Man Says He Got
Huntsville Man Killed No Wages for 32 Years

BY BOB DINWIDDIE

HUNTSVILLE, Ala,--Lewis O, John-
son of Huntsville, a Negro, was killed
in a two-car collision last April, Now
a white man, Napoleon J, Jones, is
awaiting trial for first-degree man-
slaughter,

Johnson, a 29-year-old father of four,
was killed April 25, while on his way to
work as a teacher at Berkley Junior
High School, Another driver cut infront
of Johnson, after chasing him downand
overtaking him,

Jobnson’s car struck the other auto,
and went outofcontrol, His car crossed
the lanes running in the opposite direc-
tion, hurtled into a deep ditch, and
smashed into a large boulder,

The victim was dead on arrival at
Huntsville Hospital, where his wife
Catherine works as a nurse,

Why did this happen? Jones stated in
the officlal police accident report,
“This man (Johnson) ran the red traf-
fic light at California and Governors
Dr, Hewasdriving terrifically fast,,..
I wanted to stop him and advise thedan-
ger of such,”

When the light changed, Jones set out
in pursult of Johnson, Both cars passed’
another auto, driven by Robert W,
Powell,

Powell later said Jones’ car passed
him, pulled back over into the rightlane,
moved up even with Johnson’s auto, and
then in front of Johnson--forcing John-
son on to the median,

The reports of the witnesses and the
investigating officers are basically the
same, Few facts are in dispute, But
why--and on what authority--did Jones
decide to chase Johnson?

At the time of the incident, Joneshad
an honorary deputy sheriff’s card, pre-

LEWIS O, JOHNSON

sented to him by Madison County Sher-
{ff Jerry Crabtree, Healsohadabadge
with the inscription ‘‘Deputy Sheriff,”
Crabtree explained this week that the
card is ‘‘a purely honorary type of
thing, similar to the governor’s staff,””
He emphasized that the honorary card
¢in no way entitles (the holder)tomake
any arrest, or to attempt toenforce the
law as a duly sworn officer,”
Immediately after theincident,Sher-
ift Crabtree asked Jones to return the
honorary card, He said the badge Jones
was wearing definitely did not come
from his office,
Jones said he had no comment,
Johnson was an Air Force veteran,
and a graduate of Alabama A &M Col-
lege, As a student, he took part in the
1963 sit-ins in Huntsville, and he was
still quietly active in civil rights,

Radio Station

Ministerial Alliance,
our Pastor’s Study,

1600 k.c. in

HAs INSTITUTED The Pastor’s Study

BROADCAST DAILY
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 9:00 to 9:15 AM

THE PASTOR’S STUDY {s a daily devotional prepared under
the auspices of and in conjunction with the Montgomery
[.isten to your favorite minister in

Also, for your continuing listening, our GOSPEL PROGRAMS,
4:00 to 6:00 AM and 9:15 to 11:00 AM, and with Gretchen
Jenkins from 11:00 AM to 12 Noon, Monday thru Friday,

) WAPX Radio

WAPX

Montgomery

BY SANDRA COLVIN

TROY, Ala,--*I worked 32 years for
nothing,” sald 71-year-old William
Bass, ‘The only money I got was when
1 shined shoes,”

Bass sald he began to work at Sy’s
Barber Shop in Troy when he was 39,
He said he still cleans up at the barber
shop for the owner, J, S, Locklar, and
Locklar stillconsiderstheworkaspay-
ment for letting Bass shine shoes there,

] boyght all washing powder, mops,
brooms--and everything else needed to
clean the shop--with my own money,”
Bass claimed., ‘“‘Mr, Locklar furnished
none of these things, He still does not,”?

Bass said he used toshine shoes out-
side the barber shop, More than 15
years ago, he said, his doctor advised
him to stop shining shoes on the side-
walk, because it was affecting his
health, Bass then started toworkinside
the shop, Today, he sald, he takes in
about $15 a week,

I charge 25¢ for a shoe shine, andI
still buy the things that I need to clean
up the barber shop, and the materfals I
need for shining shoes,’” said Bass,

Locklar disagreed with Bass onsev-
eral points, He said the barber shop
was not opened until 1945--22 years
ago, ‘‘Bass has been with me since
then,” sald Locklar, ‘He‘understood
in the beginning that he would not be
paid anything,””

But, said the barber, *I never took
a penny from him, no matter what he

., -

)/

WILLIAM BASS AND FAMILY

would make--$40, $50, or $100, , ., He
did buy what he needed to clean up the
shop--he understood all of this in the
beginning. This was what I called rent,
for letting him shine shoes in my shop,?”’

MALDEN BROTHERS
BARBER SHOP

407 South Jackson

Montgomery, Alabama

262-9249

Nelson and Spurgeon Malden

malil to:

702 N. Craft Highway

YOUR GROUP'S NAME

The Neighborhood Organized Workers Incorporation of Mobile County
speaks to civic gatherings and special church programs,

The Neighborhood Organized Workers advise religious and civic
groups on community organization and political education,

Affidavit forms for human rights complaints, job discrimination
charges, and other protests will be displayed, filled out for mistreated
people in the audience, and filed with government agencies,

For DIRECT ACTION, check appropriate block(s) below, and

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZED
WORKERS INCORPORATED

Telephone 456-6877 or 478-0322

O Our group is sponsoring a program/workshop and wishes the
Neighborhood Organized Workers’ aid,

0O Our group wishes that the Neighborhood Organized Workers |
appear and speak on a subject likedemocratic civil defense, orga- |
nized self-defense, urban guerrilla warfare, Biblical violenceand
tactics, self-determination power, socialism, or

Prichard

(Mobile), Ala.

SUTRIECT

DATE/HOUR/PLACE FOR PROGRAM

TELEFHONE

Mr, Perry Callier, Director
Mrs, D, A, Willlams, Voter Registration
Mr, Jerry H, Pogue, Research & Complaints
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SALESMAN
WANTED

To Represent Cosmetic Firm
in
Alabama and Mississippi

Must have automobile
10th grade education
Free to travel

Starting salary $75.,00 per week
with chances for advancement

Write: Department Y
SOUTHERN COURIER
1012 Frank Leu Bldg.
Montgomery, Ala, 36104

Blessings Blessings

The man with the gift--Rev, Roo-
sevelt Franklin of Macon, Georgia,
Some questions you may wish to
know:

Is my sickness natural?

Can my husband stop drinking?
Can my wife stop drinking?

Can my loved ones be returned?
Where can I get money?

They call me the Rootman., But I
am oaly a servant of God, Because
God 1s the answer to all life’s prod-
lems. Iam the king of all modern-
day propbets, Send for my special
selsctsd Bdle verses--tobe readon
special days,

Send self-addressed envelope and
$2.00 for Bible verses and spiritual
message, You will receive Bile
versee by return mail. Send to:

Rev. Roosevelt Franklin
630 Morrow Avenue
Macoa, Georgia 31201
Phone (Area Code 918).748-6478
SPECIALIZE IN ALL CASE WORK
ey

Naome

Get
THE

SOUTHERN
COURIER

For 3 Months

FOR ONLY $1!

(South only)

MAIL TO:

THE SOUTHERN COURIER
Room 1012, Frank Leu Bldg.

79 Commerce St.

Montgomery, Ala, 36104

O $3.50 for ane year (310 in North, $25 Patron)

Address

City

O $2 for 6 mooths (South oaly)

O $1 for 3 moaths (South oaly)

LZip Code

Please eoclose your check or money order,

Freeman’s Tour

(CONTINUED FRQOM PAGE FOUR)

lurched down a dirt road, past Negroes’
wooden shacks,
Did the toar have any effect?

Freeman said that after running into
complaints about the food stamp pro-
gram, “I called Washingtan,’”” He said
he suggested that people should be al-
lowed to buy food stamps on a time ba-
sis, with two or three months topay for
them, Later, food stamp prices were
lowered in Mississippl,

Without mentioning names, Freeman
paid tribute to cooperatives, calling
them ‘‘the salvation of the smallfarm-
er,” SWAFCA gotits long-delayed fed-

eral grant before the week was oat,

And the secretary showed that he
recognizes the cycle that keeps farm
people poor: ‘‘You've got to get jobs,
To get jobs, you've got to get industry,
To get industry, you've got to have
trained people, To have trained peo-
ple, you’ve got to have decent
schools, , .”

With the reception Negro farmers
gave Freeman, they may have won an
important new friend, Negro farmers
in the Black Belt, said the secretary,
‘“treated me a lot better than the white
farmers in Iowa,?’
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500 Women Wanted

Maids to $55--Cooks to $65
Housekmepars to $75 weekly
(Ages 18 to 60)
FREE ROOM & MEALS IN N,Y, & BOSTON

All expenses advanced--Tickets sent
Write or call collect:

ABC Maids

934 W, College Street, Florence, Ala,
768-6493

$

WANT ADS

ARKANBAS--The Arkansas Counci:
on Human Relations has affiliate coun-
cils in Conway, Fayetteville, Pine Bluff,
Fort Smith, and North Little Rock, We
are interested in establishing local
councils throughout the state, ACHR is
integrated at all levels, working in ed-
ucation, voter education, employment,
welfare, and housing. For.information,
write Arkansas Council on Human Re-
lations, 1310 Wright, Little Rock, Ark,
72206,

FEDERAL JOBS--The Interagency
Board of Civil Service Examiners is
holding examinations for the positions
of coak, commissary worker, and meat
cutter, The jobs are located in South
Alabama and Northwest Florida, Infor-
mation and applicationforms canbe ob-
tained from Alex Culver, Examiner in
Charge, 413-A Post Office Building,
Moatgomery, Ala, 36104,

HELP DAN HOUSER--Dan Houser
needs mooey for medical expenses, af-
ter being beaten in Prattville, Contri-
butions can be sent to him in care of
WRMA, 135 Commerce St,, Montgom-
ery, Ala, 36104, or in care of The
Southern Courier, 1012 Frank Leu
Bldg.,, Montgomery, Ala, 36104,
Checks should be made payable to Dan
Houser,

~ HELP!--A New York civil rights law-
yer is writinga book on the famous Dred
Scott case--only it seems that Scott’s
real name was Sam. Does anyone know
anything about the nickname ¢‘Dred’’--
what 1t means, what it refers to? Call
872-1079 in Selma if you do,

JOB OPENINGS--The Southern Cou-
rier will soon be interviewing appli-
cants for four positions on its business
staff. Two people are needed to work
on circulation and subscriptions, and
two are needed to work on advertising,
High pay, generous expense accounts,
Applicants must be honest, responsible,
and willing to work long hours,andthey

- must be experienced or interested in

busines& A car is required. If in-
terasted, call 262-3572 in Montgomery
to arrange an interview,

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED--The Mont-
gomery Commuaity Action Committee
needs all the volunteer help it can get to
work in Head Start class rooms, Men,
women, and teen-agers (minimum age
16) can all be of use, Volunteers will
assist as teacher’s aides and cook’s
helpers, and will take children on field
trips in the area, A volunteer can
choose his or her own hours between
8 and 11:30 e,m, on & convenient day
Manday through Friday, Transporta-
tioo and lunch will be furniahed, Kyou
are available, apply to the Rev, E, W,
McKinney (volunteer director) or Mrs,
Zenobia Johnsan at 429 S, Decatur St,,
phome 262-6622, Or you can offer your
services to St, Jude’s Center, 2048W,
Fairview Ave,, or Resurrection Center,
2815 Forbes- Dr. If it is more conve-
nient, go directly to the neighborhood
Head Start location nearest you,

MAIDS ANDEMPLOYERS--Ifanem-
ployer pays a maid $50 or more in a
quarter of a year (April 1 through June

30 wss the second quarter), then the

emplayer must report these payments
to the Internal Revenue Service, This
is so the maid will get the benefits of
Social Security, The employer must
withhold 4.4% of the maid’s wages for
Social Security, and must match this
amount with his own money, Fallure
to report a maid®s income will make
the employer lable for the entire
amount of the Social Security tax, plus
penalties and interest. Information on
how to report bousehold wages is avail-
able at local Soeial Security offices,

JUST OUT--New issue of Spar tacist,
Contains *Black and Red--Class Strug-
gle Road to Negro Fresdam,’” and
“Anti-War Sellout,” Slingle issue 10¢,
12 1ssuas $1, Order from Spartacist
Lesgue, P, O, Box 8121, Gentilly Sta-
tien, New Orisans, La, 70128,

FOR A BETTER ALABAMA--The
Alabama Council on Human Relations
has active chapters in Birmingham,
Moblle, Montgomery, Huntsville, Flor-
ence-Tuscumbia-Sheffield, Auburn-
Opelika-Tuskegee, Talladega,and Tus-
caloosa, It has.a staff that works
throughout the state, The Alabama
Council 1is integrated at all levels:
{ts staff officers, staff, and local chap-
ters all have people of both races
working side by side, The Alsbama
Council wishes to establish localchap-
ters in every county in the state, If
you wish to join"the Council’s crusade
for equal opportunity and human bro-
therbood, write The Alabama Council,
P,0O. Box 1310, Auburn, Alabama,

ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN--I am

.now studying electronics and radio from

the National Technical Schools in Los
Angeles, California, I am now at the
stage of my training tostart doingradio
repalr work, For more information
about this radio service, contact Arthur
Holifleld Jr,, Rt, 1, Box259-A, Marion,
Ala, 36754,

POST OFFICE JOBS--The Board of
U, S, Civil Service Examiners for the
U, S. Post Office, announces an open
competitive examination for positions
of substitute postal clerk and substi-
tute city letter-carrier for all first,
second and third-class post offices in
Autauga, Chilton, Elmore, Lowndes, and
Montgomery counties, Rate of pay for
these positions i8 $2,26 or $2,64 per
hour, In addition, postal employees
receive vacation, sick leave, low-cost
life insurance, health benefits, maxi-
mum job security, and good retirement
benefits, No formal education orspe-
cial trainingis required,andapplicants
who pass the Civil Service examination
have their names placed on a register
in the order of their scores for future
consideration, without regard to race
creed, color, sex, or national origin,
Interested applicants may obtain addi-
tional information and application
forms by contacting. their local post-
master or Alex Culver, Examiner-in-
Charge, Room 406, Post Office Build-
ing, Montgomery, Ala,

BAHA'IS--The Baha'ls of Montgom-
ery will have as the subject of this
week’s informal, public discussion,
¢“Communication Necessary Between
Whites and Negroes,’”” These gather-
ings are held at 8 p,m, at the bome of
David Gordon, 3514 Ouak St, in Montgom-
ery, on Thursday, and at the home af
Mrs, Doana Brook, 33 Gaillard inTus-
kegee, on Friday, No contributions,’
no obligations,

CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS -- “Pre-
serve me, O God: for in thee doIput
my trust, , . Thou wilt show me the
path of life,”” This verse from Psalms
is the Golden Text of this week’s Chris-
tian Science lesson-sermon on “‘Life,’

NEWSPAPER JOB.-The York Ga-
zette, one of the last of the really
turned-on and tuned-in liberal daily
newspapers in the country, is looking
for a bright and hip young person who.
could be trained for a raspemsibia job
on the city desk, The candidate--mals.
or female, black or white--shouldhave
had some ‘reporting experience and,
preferably, some experience in editing.
and beadline writing, Salary: $140 a-
week for a person with three years of
news experience. After he is actually .
on the desk, the papwill increase, Can-
didates shouldwrite Junes Higgins, as-
sistant editor, at The Gagetteand Dally,
31 E. King St,, York, Pa,, and thay
should mention that they heard of the
job through The Southern Courler.

BIRMINGHAM SERVICES -- Worehip
with the New St, James Baptist Church,
600 N, Fourth Ave, Birmingham--the.
church with a program, the minister’
with a message, Sunday Schoal 9:30.
a.m,, morningworship 10:45a,m,, Bap-
tist Training Unioa 8:30p.m, TheRev,
L. Clyde Fisher, pastor,
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She Fusses, And

Street Is

BY PATRICIA M, GORENCE

MONTGOMERY, Ala, -- I fussed
with ’em and raisedsand, and they final-
ly fixed the street.,”’ That’s how Mrs,
Swetie Pickett explained the city’s de-
cision to fix part of Clayton Alley,

Half of the road--including the
stretch in front of Mrs, Pickett’s house
--has been ‘‘surface treated,’’ while the
rest of it is still fullof holes, This was
one of the recent improvements that
came after Clayton Alley residents
complained,

J, F, Mainor of the city’s street main-
tenance department said he didn’t know
anything about Mrs, Pickett’s protests,
He said the hilly part of Clayton Alley
was ‘‘surface treated to keep it from
washing away too bad, especially after
a heavy rain,” The rest of the road
wasn’t paved because it didn’t wash
away much, he added,

‘“Surface treating a road is not the
same as permanent paving,”’ Mainor
explained, but it will keep the road in
good shape for ‘‘four to five years,
The city has *no plans for permanently
paving Clayton Alley,’” he said,

Mrs, Pickett said she was told the
city would finish fixing the street ‘‘af-
ter they put the sewers in,”

But Mainor said, ‘I don’t know of no
plans to put in sewers,” The way the
city operates, he said, ‘‘the people in
the area have to buy the sewer pipes,
and we will supply the labor,” A 12-
inch sewer pipe costs $1.50 a foot,

In addition to the street repairs, a
few of the houses on ClaytonAlleyhave
been painted in recent months,

‘‘I complained about a leak,and after
that the landlord came and fixed up all
the houses,’” said Percy Jones, ¢‘That
was about two or three months ago,’’

““But,” said Jones,‘‘thenthey raised
the rent, from $18 to $25 a month,’®

““The rents were too low to Legin
with,”” said Herbert Rice of the Rice
Banking Company, The company owns
three houses on Clayton Alley, All three
have been painted, said Rice, because
‘I wanted to do it.”” And, he said,
‘“whatever needed to be fixed, was
fixed,”

‘““That type of property is the least
desirable you can own,”’ the landlord
said, because ¢‘‘the expenses of main-
tenance exceed almost anything,”” He

To become a member of the

WORLD PRAYER
CONGRESS

Write in your prayers, Pray for
health, love, business success, or
whatever your problem may be,
Your prayer will be given special
blessings and returned to you, Send
as many prayers as you wish, as
often as you wish, To obtain mem-
bership card, send $5.00 to:

N. GREEN, Treasurer (NGFP)
W.P,C, Dept, S6

P. O, Box 72332

Watts, Calif, 30002

Fixed

MRS, SWETIE PICKETT

said it cost $1,000 to $1,200 to fix the
houses,

The Montgomery Community Action
Committee (CAC) recently received a
$172,210 federal grant that will be used
for streetimprovements inother areas,

““The grant will be used to finance
street improvements, removalof trash,
and the cleaning out of drainageditches
in the target areas,” sald a CAC
spokesman, The target areas are
Greater Washington Park and parts of
North Montgomery,

The idea behind this program--¢¢‘Op-
eration Mainstream’’--is to ‘‘hire the
poor to clean up the areas of the poor
and improve their own living condi-
tions,’” the spokesman said,

ANTI-POVERTY
PROGRAMS!

%y

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES!

*xas

SUMMER SESSIONS!

Use The Southern Courier for in-
teresting, real-life reading mate-
rial,

It’s better than‘Dickand Jane’’--
it tells people things they really want
to know,

Write to the Southern Courier,
1012 Frank Leu Bldg,, Montgomery,
Ala, 36104, for information about

special reduced rates,

! FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW

In Alabama all our yesterdays®
s are marred by hate, discrimination,e
:mjustlce, and violence, Among the:
sorganizations working for a better®
e tomorrow on the principle of human=
Surotherhond is the Alabama Council$
oon Human Relations, Membhershipe
:ln the Council 1s open to all who:
® wish to work for a better tomorrowe
eon this principle, For further in-¢
Sformation, write the Alabama$
eCouncil, PO, Box 1310, Auburn, &

[ J
Alabama,
4

]

P.O. Box 728

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

We Are an Equal Opportuntty Employer

i
TIMES HAVE
CHANGED, BUT. ...

the old-fashioned qualities of depend-
ability and thrift still guide us here.

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

Tuskegee, Alabama

Meridian Airman Comes Home, Gets Stabbed

‘Why Draft Someone Like

BY GAIL FALR

MERIDIAN, Miss,--Airman Leodis
Henderson left for the Philippines and
Viet Nam last Friday with a freshscar
on his arm, He said a white man had
cut him there with a knife,‘fornorea-
son other than I am a Negro,”

Henderson said he was attacked when
he took his wife downtown to get some
doughnuts, a few days after he came
home on a three-week leave from the
Afr Force,

As he left the Shipley No-Nut Shop,
the airman recalled later, ‘four white
guys started coming after ine,

““One hollered, ‘Get your knife out,’
I said I didn’t need any knife for him,
and kept on walking,’*

Henderson said one of the white men
swung twice with aknife,but‘‘he stayed
out of reach,so Ithoughthe wasn’t seri-
ous,’”” Onm the third swing, however,
Henderson said,the man cut him on the
arm, The wound later required ten
stitches,

Henderson said he had seena police-
man standing onthe corner withthefour
men before they started chasing him,
After he was cut, he said, I looked
back for the policeman, He seemed to
have disappeared,’”

After that, the airman said, hedrove
straight to the Meridian police station,
‘I was angry,” said Henderson, “I’'m
supposed to go to Viet Nam to fight for
my country, and all of a sudden I can’t

LEODIS HENDERSON

walk the streets,
“(The man with the knife) was draft
age, and [ know he don’t go to college,

Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Rights

The weekly meeting will be at 7
p.m, Monday, July 17, in the Metro-
politan CME Church, 1600 Ave, K,
Ensley, the Rev, L, H, Whelchel,
pastor,

Mrs. Willie Bell Allen’s

City Florist

FLOWERS FOR

ALL OCCASIONS
OPEN EVERY DAY!

313 N, Prairie
Union Springs, Ala,
phone 738-9630

ry?

days and lucky hands,

DON'T CONFI'SE HER WITH ANY OTHERS
Located at 933 Madison Ave.

(Across from Midtown Holiday Inn)
7TAM, TO 10 P,M,--ALIL DAY SUNDAYS

50,000 W atts
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really clean. ...

never get tired of,
bottles, too,
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Mobile’s Top

Radio Personalities
Deacon McLain Says:

Feel good with a GOODY’S HEADACHE
POWDER an. pay less, . ..

Dorothy Stanley Says:

LUZIANNIL. COFFEE gives you 30 extra
cups per pound, , . .

Ruben Hughes Says:

MacLEAN'S TOOTHPASTE gets teeth

Jordan Ray Says:

COCA-COLA gives you the taste you

THE GOODWILL GIANT
MOBILE, ALA.
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MADAM DONNA

Is Located in Montgomery

You’ve seen her on television, read about her
in the papers,
Montgomery for the first time,

You owe it toyourselfandfamily tocome to see MADAM DONNA
today, Onme visit may keep you out of the cemetery,

MADAM DONNA is hereto cure all those who are suffering from
evil influence, bad luck, and the like, All are welcome, white or
colored, Sheguaranteestorestoreyour lostnature, help with your
job, and call your enemies by name,

Have you got the devil following you? Are you possessed by bad
luck, everything youdois wrong, aboutto lose your mind with wor-
Come to see MADAM DONNA, MADAM DONNA gives lucky

NOW SEE HER IN PERSON-=-in

MONTGOMERY

Top Dial 1550

Get Coke in one-way

1 was thinking about why do they let
guys like that hang around the street,
and send someone Iike me to fight,’’

(Henderson said he had been drafted
while he was out workingtoearnenough
money for his last 19 hours of college,)

At the station, the airman said, he
reported seeing a policeman before the
stabbing: ‘I told them it seemed like
it was his job to protect me.,,.I told
them I was going to call my company
commander,’’

According to Henderson, the police-
man on duty where the attack occurred
was called in, and was asked toidentify
the four white men, Two days later,on
June 25, Robert Ivy was arrested and
charged with assault and battery witha
knife,

But by the time Ivy’s case came to
trial last Monday, Henderson’s leave
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Robert Collins
2201 2vth Ave. N.
Robert Long

1428 Sixth Ave. S.

e?’

was up and he was on his way over-
seas,

The trial was originally set for June
30, but it was postponed three times,
When the case came uplast Monday, the
charges against Ivy were dropped, since
Henderson wasn’t there to testify,

Henderson’s sister, Mrs, lucille
Hardaway, said her brother hadgoneto
the police station more than once to
check about the case, She said he had
explained that his leave would soon be
up.

But City Attorney Billy Ray Coving-
ton said the case hadn’t been delayed
“on purpose,’”’ He saidthatononecourt
date, he was atthe state bar convention,
and the next date was the day before the
Fourth of July,

PATRONIZE COURIER ADVERTISERS
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(phone 2511944)

(phone 324-0781)

Birmingham’s freshest markets--We guarantee fresh fish, and dress

them free,
The price is reasonable,

¥ you bring this coupon with you, you will get something extra,

Try Us One Time--and Yow'll Be Back

Discount to Churches
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You Can Depend

information.

News, at 264-6440.
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In Montgomery, Ala,

WRMA News airs racial, civic, and social
Do you have adequate street lights? Proper

police protection? For a public complaint or
a note of praise--call Norman Lumpkin, WRMA

WRMA--950 on Your Dial
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on WRMA
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and eager to tackle
done. Need work to

America’'s future.

office today.

" YOUTH OPPORTUNITY CAMPAIGN 1967

WORK WANTEDI

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN, 16 to 21
years of age, want summer jobs. Short

on experience — long on desire. Willing

earn money for school next fall. Proven
success for almost 200 years in building

President of the United States, Vice
President, Secretaries of Commerce and
Labor, U.S. employers. To hire, call your
local state public employment service

HELP
THEM
HELP

any task you want
begin careers orto

° References:






