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Mississi;pi Challenge: Long Ride,
Then Disappointment in Washmgton

BY DOROTHY GATHRIGHT

WASHINGTON--It was a bus of one
mind,

We were all poor people on the bus--
from Meridian, Philadelphia, and New-
ton County, Mississippi, And we were
all eager and excited to be on our way
to tell our story in Washington,

We didn’t know if the old school bus we
ended up on could goas far as Washing-
ton, but the people were determined they
were going to make it,

They kept saying, “We’re gonna go
tell our story, This is whatwe'vebeen
waiting for so long, We’re all gonna get
a chance to tell our story to the people
at the White House,”

Some people on the bus had decided
to go after a mass meeting we had in
Meridian a couple weeks ago, They had
been complaining about welfare and
housing and the schools,

We told them, “If you want to get
something done, youshould tell the peo-
ple in Washington about your prob-
lems,”

Some of the women on the bus had
been MFDP leaders for more than a
year, They hadbeento Washingtononce
before--last January, when the Con-
gressional Challenge was first brought
to the floor of the House,

Others, like me, were young people
who had learned a lot from joining the
movement and now wanted to try toex-

plain it to others, We talkedonthe bus
with the older people about how stories
of theirlives werepartof the Congress-
ional Challenge,

And a lot of people just came--some
without any money.

Lame Mr, Culpepper and his wife--
both in their 70’s--came from South-
side Meridian to tell their story: they
aren’t getting welfare checks, We had
to buy shoes and stockings for them be-
fore they could go, and find them cloth-
ing upstairs in the COFO office.

A young man from Newton County
wanted to tell his story: he wasbeaten
by police last week and then jailed, Six
local people were also arrested when
they went to the jail to ask about the
charges against him,

All the money which the Newton
County FDP had been collecting for the
trip to Washington--by giving dances
and by asking for donations--had to
be used for their bond, Fortunately,
the Meridian FDP had raised enough
money to lend the Newton County
people bus fare,

A Newton County lady on the bus was
fired from her job as a housemaid when
she asked for time off to come to Wash-
ington, Shedidn’tcare, she told the peo-
ple on the bus, because she wanted to tell
her story in Washington, And now she
just had more story,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

[Federal Jury in Mobile]

Considers Rights Cases

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--The floor of the Federal
Building in Mobile has looked a little
bit like a cross between a convention
hall and an armory this week,

A federal grand jury, including three
Negroes, is investigating the conductof
Alabama-law officers in violence that
broke out at civil rights demonstrations
in Marion last Feb, 18, and in Selma
last March 1.

The jury may be considering indict-
ments for police violations of civil
rights,

On Feb, 18, Jimmy Lee Jackson,a Ne-
gro, was fatally wounded after a civil
rights demonstration in Marion,

The local prosecutor inMarion, Cir=
cuit Solicitor Blanchard McLeod, has
said thata state trooper admitted shoot-
ing Jackson, ot

However, McLeod has said, the evi-
dence ‘‘points very strongly to self-de-
fense,’’

In Selma on March 7, clubs, horses
and tear gas were used to stop civil
rights marchers attempting tocross the
Edmund Pettus Bridge,

About 25 participants in the Marion
and Selma demonstrations were or-
dered to appear before the jury, They
have been lining the halls, waiting their
turn to testify.

The officials whobroke up the demon-
strations and threw the demonstrators
in jail have also been taking their turns
before the jury,

And so have the devices used tobreak
up the demonstrations, Monday morn-
ing, Dallas County’s chief deputy sheriff
L.C, Crocker carried inabox contain-
ing a tear gas gun, among other things,

Major Joe Smelley, administrative
officer of the Alabama State Troopers,
and Wilson Baker, public safety direc-
tor in Selma, also appeared during the
first two days of testimony,

Jim Clark, sheriff of Dallas County,
was subpoenaed by the grand jury, but
may not have to appear.

He was ordered to produce various
police files and equipment, If the jury
found what it wanted in Crocker’s box
and in the police files Crocker was sup-
posed to bring, then Clark will not have
to testify,

Other local and state officials may
also have received subpoenas,

On Tuesday, the jury heard testimony
from the head of a hospital in Selma
where many of the injured demonstra-
tors were treated,

Nicholas deB, Katzenbach, attorney
general of the United States, has sald
officials who violated federallaws dur-

ing the demonstrations will be prose-
cuted, He has assigned three special
Justice Department lawyers to assist
the local U, S, Attorney, Vernol R,
Jansen Jr,, in the grand jury inves-
tigation,

If the jurors find enough evidence
to believe that federal laws have been
broken, they will vote indictments,
Then arrests will be made and trial
dates set,

The jury may complete its investi-
gation of the demonstrations by theend
of this week, Arrestswouldfollowvery
soon after that,

Accused officials would be tried un-
der sections of the United States Code
outlawing police brutality and conspir-
acy to deprive people of their constitu-
tional rights,

The maximum penalty under these
sections is ten years in prison,

Coleman Charge
Is Manslaughter

MONTGOMERY--Alabama Attorney
General Richmond Flowers said last
week he was “shocked and amazed
that the Lowndes County grand jury had
not returned a first-degree murder in-
dictment in the killing of Jonathan Da-
niels,

Instead, the grand jury broughtan in-
dictment for manslaughter against Tho-
mas L, Coleman, a special deputy she-
riff in Lowndes,

Daniels, a white theological student
doing civil rights work in Lowndes
County for the summer, was shot to
death Aug. 20 in Hayneville,

Coleman was also indicted for assault
and battery in the wounding of the Rev,
Richard Morrisroe, who was badly in-
jured in front of a grocery store when
Daniels was killed,

Flowers said he would take *all ne-
cessary steps to see that the accused
is correctly and properly charged with
first-degree murder,””

A first-degree murder ladictment
means the defendant is charged with in-
tentionally killing someone, and with
planning the murder beforehand,

A manslaughter indictment means the
defendant may not have intended to kill
his victim, but his conduct was soneg-
ligent or reckless that he should have
known death would result,

Witnesses to Daniel’s death said
Coleman approached an integrated
group with a shotgun and fired on Da-
niels and Father Morrisroe,

House Set to Dismiss

Move to Unseat Five

BY RITA DERSHOWITZ

WASHINGTON--Congress 1is refus-
ing the plea of 200 Mississippians who
came to Washington to try to unseat
their state’s members of the House of
Representatives,

After two days of closed hearings,
which the Mississippians were not per-
mitted to attend, the House Elections
Subcommittee rejected the Mississippl
Freedom Democratic Party’s Chal-
lenge last Tuesday, The full House was
expected to do the same on Friday,

The Mississipplans and their sup-
porters, however, decided not togive up
without a fight,

Several civil rights leaders,includ-
ing Dr, Martin Luther King Jr, of SCLC,
John Lewis of SNCC,and James Farmer
of CORE, made a statement after the
subcommittee announced its decision,
They urged the House nottoaccept the
subcommittee’s verdict,

At a rally for the Challenge, both
Lewis and Farmer spoke of holding
demonstrations before the Capitol,

The civil rights leadersalsowant the
House to give the Challenge open hear-
ings on the merits of the case, If, as
expected, the Challenge loses, it willbe
on technical grounds,

The subcommittee’s hearings were
ona move to dismiss the Challenge on
such grounds, The subcommittee never
considered the MFDP’s case against
Mississippi’s representatives or the
challenge to the way the House members
were elected,

The MFDP has compiled hundreds of
pages of testimony stating that Negroes
have been systematically denled the
right to vote in Mississippi,

In the Challenge, Mississippi Negroes
are trying tounseatthe state’s five con-
gressmen, because, the Negroes con-
tend, the election was illegal, The Ne-
groes are asking for a new, free elec-
tion,

The Challenge lost muchof its chance
of success when the Voting Rights Bill
was passed, Most congressmen have
said that even if elections in the past
have not been open'to Negroes, they will
be in the future under the new bill,

The decisionof the subcommittee was
uctually a compromise, Although the
subcommittee’s report rejected the
Challenge, italso warned that 1966 elec-
tions must be free,

This is the same sort of compromise
the MFDP was given when it tried toun-
seat the Mississippi delegation to the
Democratic National Convention last
summer,

It refused to accept the compromise
then, and it is now refusing to accept
dismissal of the Challenge,

Governor Hampers Registration,

Blasts Supreme Court, Congress

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN
MONTGOMERY--Last week was a big one for Gov,

GOV, GEORGE WALLACE

Negroes Near
Vote Majorities

In one month, federal registrarshave
made the Negro vote in six Black Belt
counties almost asbigas the white vote,

In five of the counties--Dallas,Hale,
Marengo, and Perry--the number of
Negroes on the federal registration
lists is very close to the number of
registered whites,

In Wilcox County, there are already
more federally registered Negroes than
white voters,

This is what white Southerners have
feared since the days of Reconstruction,
All six counties have more Negro than
white citizens,

But Negro civil rights leaders in all
six counties say there won’t be another
Reconstruction if they can help it,

“J've never been in favor of an all-
white government,”” said AlbertGordon
of Wilcox County, *““Neither will Ibe for
an all-Negro government,’

“Since race has been such a conflict
in the South, allfacets of the community
should' be given a chance to represent
the people,’” said the Rev, F,D, Reese,
president of the Dallas County Voters’
League,

“We don’t want to change from one
extreme to another,’ said the Rev, Ar-
thur Days president of the Hale County
Improvement Association, ¢We just
want to share in the government,’”

Next spring there will be elections
for the sheriff’s job, and several seats
on the Greensboro city council and Hale
County school board, Mr, Days said
there will be enough Negroes registered

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

George Wallace.

He won court orders that at least tempora ~ily will
keep names of people registered by federal exaniners
off the voting lists in six Alabama counties.

Earlier,
federal

government over

he delivered a bombastic attack on the

state-wide television at

the opening of the Alabama legislature’s special ses-

sion,

At the governor’s direction, the state went tocourt last Saturday, and obtained
injunctions from state Circuit Judges T, Werth Thagard of Greenville, James A,
Hare of Selma and Emmett F, Hildreth of Eutaw,

Legislature

Remapping

MONTGOMERY--The  bolsterous,
quarrelsome Alabama legislature met
in special session to reapportion itself
this week and proved that its members
could agree on principles when they had

Under a federal court order to draw
new state House and Senate districts,
the legislators tacitly agreed:

1, That they'd better reapportion--
or at least look as though they had tried
--before some ‘federal officials’ did
the job,

2, That no district--even in the
Black Belt--should bé drawn so it has
a majority of Negro voters,

3, That they should do their very
best not to redistrict themselves outof
'\ job,

The special reapportionment session
resulted from aU,S, Supreme Court de-
cision last year, The court ruled that
election districts in each state mustbe
roughly equal inpopulation, so that each
person’s vote will have equal weight,

Like many other states, Alabama was
ordered to readjust its election dis-
tricts accordingly.

At present in the Alabama Senate, for
example, the senator from Jefferson
County represents nearly 635,000 peo-
ple, while the one from the Clay-Cle=-
burne-Coosa distriet represents only
34,000,

Throughout the legislative session
ran a single theme: “We have to do it
ourselves or the court’s going to do it
without us,”?

But one representative put itslightly
differently. *‘We’re going to approve
a bill merely so that we can say we
passed something, Then we can sit
back and cuss the federal court,”

A federal court hearing on reappor-
tionment is scheduledfor next Saturday,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

The injunctions stoppedlocal probate
judges from putting names submitted by
federal examiners on the official voting
lists in Dallas, Hale, Lowndes, Maren-
go, Perry and Wilcox counties,

Under the Voting Rights Act, federal
examiners draw up lists of voterstobe
registered, and the local probate judge
is supposed to enter the names on the
official list,

Now the probate judges are prohib-
ited from doing this,

A Justice Department spokesman
said the government would go tofederal
court to fight the injunctions,

The spokesman said the department
regarded Wallace’s action as ‘*harass-
ment,” and not as a serious legal chal-
lenge,

But, he pointed out, the injunctions
were obtained in a manner calculated to
cause the federal government the maxi-
mum of difficulty,

Shortly after federal examiners were
sent into nine counties across the South,
a suit was broughtagainst examiners in
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Louisiana in a state court,

The Louisiana courtissuedaninjunc-
tion stopping the federal examiners
from registering voters,

But the Justice Department was able
to have the case removed to a federal
court,

There the judge threw out the injunc-
tion, saying the suit against the exam-
iners had to be brought infederal court
in Washington, as requiredby the voting
rights act,

But Gov, Wallace did not sue thefed-
eral examiners, He ¢‘sued” the local
probate judges--most if not all of them
agree with him anyway, This way, the
governor did not challenge the federal
government directly,

In his speech to the legislature Sept,
9, Wallace mentioned most of the points
he raised in the suit two days later:

“The left-wing liberals needas many
illiterates as they can get to vote, in
order to keep them in power , . ..

#This federal law says that you can-
not challenge at the polls anyone to

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Mobile Negroes Protest Registration Delay

REGISTRATION LINE IN MOBILE

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--Last Monday afternoon at
4:30 p.m,, the deputy sheriffatthe reg-
istrar’s office in Mobile pulled the door
closed and announced to the 50 or 60
people still standing in line that they
would have to come back in October,
when the office would open for 100 days
of registration,

Some of the people had been there
since 9:30 a,m, in the morning,

Some were having the door closed
in their faces for the third time since
the office opened for registration the
previous Tuesday,

But this §ime they didn’t walk quietly
out of the dqourthouse, as they had all
done on the other days.,

Just before- the deputy closed the
door, the Rev, A, Robert Ray, director
of the Mobile County Movement, walked

Greenville Manufactures ‘Freedom Sults

BY HENRY CLAY MOORER

GREENVILLE--After the SCOPE
project came to Greenville in June,
SCLC worker R,B, Cottonreader told
Miss Ruby Smith, a Greenville resi-
dent, about his idea for a suit made of
overall cloth, He said the suit would
someday be worn all over by black and
white, and he asked Miss Smith to make
a sample of the suit,

Cottonreader said the suit wouldbea
symbol of freedom for all people, re-
gardless of rgce, color or religion,

He wore the suit Miss Smith made to
the annual SCLC convention Aug, 9, in
Birmingham,

In a meeting soon afterwards in At-
lanta, the Rev, Martin Luther King or-
dered 100 suits from Cottonreader, One
suit was to be for Dr, Kingand the rest
for SCLC executives andfield staff, who
had liked the idea of this particular
suit when they saw it in Birmingham,

Dr, King gave Cottonreader aninsig-
nia that he wanted put onall suits made,
This Insignia would be the sign of
SCLC's struggle for freedom,

About 15 Greenville women are sew=
ing these suits now, The work is divi-
ded up--some make coats, and some
make pants,

They work at home now, and the on-
ly machines are sewing machines that
some of the women already own, The
women earn just $10 to $15 a week,

But with the money they earn from
the first order of 100 (the suits cost
$15 to $18), Cottonreader and the women
in Greenville want to start a sult-mak-
ing cooperative, Cottonreader said
‘““the making of these suits might be
an opening for the first Negro factory
in Alabama,”

They are looking for a building now,
and hope to purchase machinery,

If they can get the factory started,
it will give full-time work to women
who work as maids now, or who have
no jobs, Cottonreader sald,

After the discovery of the men’s
freedom suit, Sadie Pfifer and V, Sim-
mons made a combination skirt and
pants with the jacket for a women’s
suit,

COTTONREADER [N SUIT

along the line asking,* How many of you
people want to stay here until you get
registered?”

Almost everyone said they would stay
as long as necessary,

They left about two hours later--but
not because they had gottenregistered,
and not because they were orderedout,

Mr. Ray told them he had decided to
seek a court Injunction ordering the
board to speed up registration, Mr,
Ray said, “If the court decision is un-
favorable, I'm going to call for a demon-
stration, I'll try to get 25,000 people
out,"”

The crowd applauded that, and then
they went home,

The same night, J, L, LeFlore, of the
Alabama Conference for Soclal Justice,
sent a telegram tothe Attorney General
in Washington, asking thatfederal voter
examiners be sent to Mobile County,

Mr, LeFlore charged that the local
registrars were not doing their job
nearly so fast as they could if they
wanted to, And, the telegram added,
the registrars had refused additional
clerical help offered to them by the
county commissioners,

Registrar Gregory R, Evans said the
help was refused because the board
didn’t have time to train new person-
nel before this registration session
closed,

And, headded, there shouldbe noneed
for additional clerks, but **these or-
ganizations are getting paid by the head
for the number they drive through
here,”

Evans said that the board was doing
the best it could, and had *‘no obliga-
tions whatsoever” to register everyone
who came to the courthouse each regis-
tration day,

Mr. LeFlore’s telegram told the At-
torney General that unless federal ex-
aminers were sent, there ‘‘could deve-
lop an unpleasant situation, not desired
by a vast majority of citizensinthisar-
ea,” Few Negroes here woulddisagree
with that,
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Gone Are the Days

Thousands of years ago, the dinosaur was the most
feared and respected animal in the world. It thun-
dered and roared, and terrified everything it ran in-
to--human and sub-human. Oh, it was great to be
a dinosaur,

But then strange things began to happen to the di-
nosaur, The conditions he lived in started to change,
and the other animals--especially man--beganto think
of new and better ways to do things, especially things
like fighting dinosaurs,

Soon the dinosaur disappeared from the scene. Oh,
to be sure, there were some glorious struggles, when
the dinosaur fought for his life, bellowing and snarl-
ing and making an incredible fuss, But finally he lost
out,

Gov, George Wallace these days reminds us of the
dinosaur. He has had his moments of power, but times
are changing too fast for him. And his fellow men in
Alabama are finding new and better ways to handle
our state’s racial problems. These ways include un-
derstanding and reason--Wallace knowslittle of these.

The governor was thrashing wildly in his struggles
last week, as the dinosaur undoubtedly did when his
end came.

First, the governor obtained injunctions hampering
the registration of voters by federal examiners. The
governor used good legal strategy, suing friendly
state officials rather than federal men. He is a smart
man sometimes, and might survive if he’d only try

.to adapt, But like the dinosaur, he won’t, or can’t,

Earlier in the week, there was an awful lot of bel~
lowing in the capital, as the governor gave out his

old war cry:

““When I stood in the doorway at the University of
Alabama, I stood there to uphold the law, the Consti-
tution of the United States . ... I warned that if au-
thorities can get away with the breaking of the law,
then lawlessness shall grow and beget more lawless-

ness . . ."”?

All that remains of the dinosaur now is his picture
in one company’s gasoline ads. Perhaps Gov. Wallace

will be so fortunate., But he may go._the way of the.

pterodactyl and the dodo bird., You hardly ever see

them any more,

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

What do you say to neighbors and
friends whom words have hurt? “I'm
sorry,” Nol I'm sorry is not enough,
We do want to say that the wrong words
were used, and the facts misconstrued
by the Editor in this paper,

. Damage has'been done, and thereare
bad feelings in this community of Madi-
son Park that will certainly impede pro-
gress in this area unless corrected.

I, Gretchen Madison Jenkins, with
all sincerity can say that never have
words, brutally phrased, done more da-
mage,

We of this community have been
striving to work together to build up,
not a divided area, but a community
of the people, by the people, and for
the people,

We are striving for a community that
will not only service, but grow, so that
it will not only bea residential commu-
nity, but one that will give through
its institutions and organizations, such
as the churches, schools, homes, com-
munity centers andparks,a good, sound
foundation to our young andall residents
of Madison Park--and later, even job
opportunities,

There would have to be much goodin
a community this small that built and
supports a Baptist church, a Methodist
church, and a Church of Christ,

My daughter, Zona, has been very
hurt because of the statement printed
concerning her, and wants to explain
her remarks and views:

I, Zona Jenkins, certainly did not
mean for anyone to even get the im-
pression that I feel thatIam better than
anyone, I am lonely at times because
soclal activitiesare limited in our com-

* *

To the Editor:

Several months ago the civil rights
movement came to Demopolis, Some
of our main grievances was better jobs,
equal pay, decent housing and, most of
all, a better education for our children,
A more better education for our chil-
dren can be gained only through quali-
fied teachers and a better atmosphere
among the parents, teachers and stu-
dents,

What we want, as any other humanbe-
ing, is to volce our choice about who
shall serve over our children, Inorder
to have first class citizenship, we must
be able to recognize the needs of our
voting system and our education sys-
tem here in Demopolis,

We are asking for a better principal

munity, I will have to leave Madison
Park toworkasa social worker because
we have limited job opportunities in Ma-
dison Park,

-1 did say thereare few young men here
who would be in my age bracket, I am
20 years old, Some of the young men of
this category are in the service, some
are married, Of the others,Iknowvery
few, Some are in school, some are not
in school and do not work.

I did not use the word #BUM," You
would have to know a person very well
to know if he is a bum, I did not mean
this at all,

As a resident of Madison Park, I the
Rev, Solomon Seay, hope that this unfor-
tunate misunderstanding will soon pass,
and be forgotten, The SOUTHERN COU-
RIER can serve a real purpose to this
and other communities, Thereare divi-
sive factors inevery community, Butno
community is entirely without some ties
that bind it together, however small
they may be,

The news media has a responsibili-
ty to find the potential for community
strength and unity, I believe the wri-
ters of the paper will find its real
usefulness, I shall continue to read it,
1 hope Madison Park will also,

The future demands that we live
closer together. Too long have we
failed to live our best because we have
lived each for himself, It is possible
to continue to live as we have in the
past, but we will not have a neighbor-
hood nor a community in the midst of
a great soclety. Arise, let us be going,
The best lies ahead,

Gretchen Madison Jenkins
Zona Jenkins
Rev, Solomon Seay

Montgomery
* *

of our colored school system here in
Demopolis and qualified teachers so our
children can’t feel inferior to no race,
In order to see progress, we musthave
younger teachers and younger princi-
pals who cooperate fully with our chil-
dren,

I am a member of SCOPE, a new
found freedom here in Demopolis, A
freedom for equal rights and many op-
portunities which it offers, Our only
hope for getting what we want -- to
be fully recognized as a citizen -- is
selective buying process, We must al-
80 picket to get across the message of
being able to stand up for what we here
in Demopolis belleve in as being our
Constitutional right,

Mrs, Lena Frosl
Demopolis

MOBILE--In the words ¢ Take Mark?’
from II Timothy 4:1l, the Rev, Massey
Heltzel found two great lessons for the
congregation Sunday at Mobile’s Gov-
ernment Street Presbyterian Church,

“Take Mark,”” the Apostle Paul wrote
to Timothy, ‘““and bring him with thee;
for he is profitable tomefor the minis-
try."

The lessons, Dr, Heltzel said, are
that “we can get rid of our miserable
self-centeredness? and that ‘“we can
repent and rebuild and makea new start
in Christian service,””

Paul’s behavior teaches us the first
lesson, Dr, Heltzel said,

Mark went with Paul on their first
missionary journey, But Mark soon
decided to turn back, Paul was angry
with him at first,

¢«Why would Paul or anyone else want
one who had been a quitter?”” Dr, Helt-
zel asked,

Yet, Paul later asked Timothy to
bring him back, Paul had the wisdom
to do this because he was aware of his
own faults, said Dr, Heltzel,

“Being conscious of our own sins
makes us humble and forgiving toward
others,” Dr, Heltzel said, Only this
awareness allows us to“give those who
have sinned, and those who havefailed,
a chance to rebuild their lives,” he said,

Mark’s behavior teaches us the sec-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

Cinil Rights Roundup
Southern Representatives F ight
Home Rule Proposal for Capital

BY LAURA GODOFSKY

WASHINGTON--The residents
Washington may soon win an important
voting rights victory.

If the Johnson administration tri-
umphs next week, the Districtof Colum-
bia will for the first time in itshistory
be able to elect a mayor, a city council
and a school board.

The nation’s capital is currently gov=-
erned by two congressional committees
and a series of appointed officials, Its
residents vote only for president and
vice-president, They do not elect any
senators, congressmen or city offi-
cials,

Bills to grant District of Columbia
residents ‘“home rule,” or the right to
elect their own local government, have
been passed several times inthe Senate,
but never in the House,

The major stumbling block in the
House has beenthe District Committee,
which has always kept a home rule bill
from coming to the floor for a vote.

This year, however, a rarely used
tactic will bring the bill passed by the
Senate to the House floor. A majority
of the 435 congressmen have signed a
discharge petition, This will enable the bill to come to
the floor without having to get committee approval first,

There must be a two-week waiting period before the
¢‘home rule’ bill can be considered, This means that
official House consideration of home rule cannot begin
until Sept, 27, At that time, the House will adopt rules
for debating the bill, Then, on Sept, 30, it is expected
to debate and pass the bill,

Opponents of home rule are using the two-week wait-
ing period to bring out a different bill, Their bill would
give most of the city to the state of Maryland, The only
part of Washington left would be the areas with govern-
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ment buildings, like the Capitol and the White House,

This bill is strongly opposed by the Johnson Adminis-
tration, which has promised the entire District of Colum-
bia home rule, The bill is even opposed by the state of
Maryland, which doesn’t want to annex Washington,

A successful Administration attempt to prevent this bill
from coming up last Monday led to one of the longest
House meetings on record, dragged outbya series of stal-
ling tactics,

There are several reasons why home rule hasbeen such
a controversial issue, One is that many members of the
House’s District Committee are from the South, They
reportedly do not want to turn control of the city over to
a population that is more than half Negro,

The second is that some committee members do not
want to give up their power over the city, They are sald
te have enjoyed sharing the job of being mayor,

Another reason is that a number of congressmen sin-
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Negro Kids Criticize Their Schools

BY CARRIE DANIELS

EUTAW=--As a student, I feel it’s
a good thing that the schools are being
integrated, because the Negro schools
are handicapping us both physically and
mentally,

Greene County’s Negro schools don’t
have enough classrooms, teachers, or
facilities, )

The schools are charging laboratory
fees when there isnolaboratory,I think
that if we are going to pay a laboratory
fee, it’s only fair for us to use one, If

the board of education won’t put one at
Carver in Eutaw, I think we should go
where there is one,

The schools are inadequate in pre-
paring us for the future, They are teach-
ing us yesterday’s skill, That’s nogood
because you can’t get tomorrow’s job
with yesterday’s skill,

g
BY ROSIE MAE JACKSON

ROCKVILLE--The children in the
Christian Valley School have no text-
books to work with,
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‘Who’s the Nigger?’

BY VIOLA BRADFORD

“Dear Momma--Wherever you are,
if ever you hear the word ‘nigger’ a-
gain, remember they are advertising
my book,”’

Richard Claxton Gregory, commonly
known as Dick Gregory, writes his auto-
biography, “Nigger,” in a comical and
sad way that 1s most unusual,

For instance, here is howhe sumsup
his childhood life in one paragraph at
the beginning of the 224-page book:

“Richard Claxton Gregory was born
on Columbus Day, 1932, A welfare case,
You’ve seen him on every street cor-
ner in Amefica, Youknew he had rhythm
by the way he snapped his cloth while
he shined your shoes, Happy little black
boy, the way he grinnedand picked your
quarter out of the air, Then he ran off
and bought himself a Twinkie Cupcake,
a bottle of Pepsi-Cola, and a pocketful
of caramels,

“You didn’t know that was his dinner,
And you never followed him home,"

In reading the book, youcanseea pic-
ture of him as a child, as he describes
so well his family, school and communi-
ty life,

The things that Gregory does and says
are so unbelievable and encouraging,

Such as in the part of the book called
“Not Poor, Just Broke:

¢Like a lot of Negro kids, we never
would have made it without our Momma,
When there was no fatback to go with
the beans, no socks to go with the shoes,
no hope with tomorrow, she’d smileand
say, ‘We ain’t poor, we're just broke,’
Poor is a state of mind you never grow
out of, but being broke is justa tempo-
rary condition,?”

Sometimes Gregory was confronted

with insulting remarks about how poor -

he was, and questions like: ‘“How many
sleep in your bed?"

Dick would answer jokingly, *Other
night I crawled through one of them rat
holes in the kitchen, Would you believe
it, them rats were sleeping six toabed
just like us,”

He doesn’t talk about poverty only
when he writes about his childhood, but
also when he tells about his daysatSum-
ner High School in St, Louls and South=
ern Illinois University,

The part of the book called #,,,And
they didn’t ¢ven have what I wanted”
tells of Dick’s married 1ife and his in-
troduction to show business--being a
funny man, He entertained in many night
clubs, His jokes had to be good, Some
weren’t and some were: ‘Just my luck,

No blackboards, no water, no desks
to work at, no place to sit, no place to
eat, no inside bathroom,

They need heating systemsand teach-
ers,

They have only three teachers, with
pupils from the first through the eighth
grades, Each teacher has three grades,

And above all, they need 2 building,
The walls have holes in them, It could,
be taken for anything but a school, It
looks like a bull pen to me,

BY STUDENTS OF LOWER
PEACH TREE HIGH SCHOOL

LOWER PEACH TREE=--Some years
ago our parents were advised to buy
some land on which would be built a
high school, Our parents gave [ish
fries and Saturday night jukes and

bought the land and deeded it to the

state and county, A school building
was built for us which was not as good
as some people’s BARNS, The condi-
tion of the building is bad:

1, The floor is of cement, hard to
keep clean,

2, The walls are unpainted,

3. No science room,

4, Nogym,

5. No library,

6, * No suitable tollet facilities,

7. No place to washhands for lunch,

8. No decent drinking fountain,

9, Two of our classrooms have no
heater at all,

10, The grounds need landscaping,
it looks like a sawmill,

11, We have poor bus service, they
are always broken down,

12, Classrooms are overcrowded,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)

cerely fear that home rule might lead
to action against the best interests of
the federal government,

Others consider home ruleaviolation

of the Constitution, which givesCon-
gress exclusive control over the seatof
the government,

But those favoring home rule say
there is no reason to think residents of

the nation’s capital woulddoanythingto
hinder the federal government, And,

they add, the constitutional provision
was not meant to apply to local gov=-
ernment, but only to federal matters,

NAACP Meets

InBirmingham

BY JAMES SMITH

BIRMINGHAM--¢*Negroes must get
into the technological revolution,”
roared the Rev, Kelly M, Alexander,
of North Carolina, in a keynote address
for the ¢clittle convention’” of the
NAACP,

“No more can you depend on the good
white community to give you the hand-
outs that you got under segregation,’’
he told the NAACP delegates inL, R,
Hall Auditorium,

The audience of 320 delegates from
32 states and scores of interested
whites and Negroes broke into enthu-
siastic applause,

The delegates heard this idea over
and over during last weekend’s con-
vention, Prominent speakers from
all over the country came here toshow
that «the NAACP is glad to be back
in Alabama,” and to help the local
branches attack new problems,

The guest speakers emphasized the
initiative and responsibility needed for
Negroes to become *first-class citi-
zens’” in America,

The recent riots in Los Angeles were
also a frequent topic of discussion,.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Asks Dick Gregory

bought a suit with two pairs of pants to-

day .. burnt a hole in the jacket,”

He tells how he once put a drunken
heckler down gently: “Man, I'd rather
be your slave than to be your liver,”

Later he writes of his experiences
with eivil rights activities, He made
speeches, and led marches and voter
registration attempts, He spent time in
jails, and yet he continually jokes:

¢“When I drink I think I'm Polish,
One night I got so drunk I moved out
of my own neighborhood ,,,

#] went down South to a restaurant
and order a chicken, About that time
these three cousins come in, you know
the ones I mean, Ku, Kluck, and Klan,
and they say: ‘Boy, we're gonna do to
you,!

¢ About then the waitress brought my
chicken: ;Remember, boy, anything you
do to that chicken, we’re gonna do to
you,’

“So I put down my knifeand fork, and
I picked up the chicken andI kissed it

Times weren’t always bright andas-
suring for Dick, When death came to
his son, he recelved a long-distance
call from a white woman who said,
“MIster Gregory?"

‘IYBB ma"m."

“1 just heard on the radlo your son

died, and let me tell you it serves
you right, I'm real glad that happened,
you coming down here wher® you don’t
belong and stirring up all ,,,”

“I'm glad too, I had five million dol-
lars worth of insurance on him,”

There was a long silence, and then
the caller said, “I’m sorry, please for-
give me,”

““WHO'S THE NIGGER?"

At the end of the book, Gregory
quotes from his speeches:

‘“Every white man in America knows
we are Americans, Negroes, and some
know our name, So when he calls us
a nigger, he’s calling us something we
are not, something that exists only in
his mind, So if nigger exists only inhis
mind, who’s the nigger? ,, , If I call
the Bible a bicycle, I'm the sick one,”

His final words are:

‘‘And now we're ready to change a
system where a white man can destroy
2 black man witha single word- -Nigger.

““When we’re through, Mom ma, there
won't be any niggers any more,"

I recommend this book to those of you
who are looking for excitement, ac-
counts of civil rights activities, the
life of Dick Gregory, or just plain old
enjoyment,



MOBILE--When the wind blows south
in Mobile, you can smell the ocean. And
you know the ocean must be near when
you're standingdowntownand notice a 400
-foot ship slipping by just two blocks away
or meet a group of men wearing strange
clothes and speaking an even stranger
language.

These ships and their crewsdock along
the riverfront to unload cargoesfromall
over the world and then to reload for the
return voyage. Almost 2,000 transport
ships enter the port of Mobile every year.
Last year, they carried over 20,000,000
tons of cargo.

The little fishing boats based in Mobile
don’t bring in nearly as many tons. But
this doesn’t matter if you just want some
fresh shrimp fordinner. Youcangodown
to the docks and buy a bagful for only 39
cents a pound. A long way from Tokyo

Photographs by David R. Underhill

Mending fishing
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PAGE FOUR

E.D. NIXON : A Lost Leader

TEXT BY ELLEN LAKE; PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES H, PEPPLER

MONTGOMERY=-=-E.D. Nixon

followers.

1s a leader who has lost his

Ten years ago he was the undisputed head of the Negro commu-
nity in Montgomery and aleader incivil rights, Today he devotes
most of his time to his job as assistant secretary of the Elks
Club. He did not participate in the demonstrations here last

spring.

“I’d have done just like Wallace during the Selma march--to turn down King and others
when they came to talk to him,” he says, ‘“They all sat outside and lambasted him with all
his friends sitting there, and then appointed a committee to talk to him, You just don’t do

thlngs that way,”
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E.D, NIXON -- ‘I HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING WORTHWHILE IN THE PAST SIX YEARS'

Mississippi Negroes Begin

Farm, Sewing Cooperatives

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN H, YOUNG

JACKSON (Miss,)=-First they were slaves.
tury they were sharecroppers and domestic workers,

Then, for a cen=-
But today

in several parts of Mississippi Negroes aredeclaringtheir eco-
nomic emancipation from whites and are banding together to go

into business for themselves.
The means:

cooperatives, organizations of people who agree

to work, buy or sell together soasto be stronger as a group than

any one would be alone,
The reason:

““We want people to see that Negroes aren’t lazy,’”’ the president of a sewing

cooperative said, “They say we won’t do anything, but what can you do when there’s no jobs,
People want to work, and this is the best way: when you're working with each other for each

other,”

The cooperatives that are popping up in
Mississippi grew out of the civil rights move-
ment, Mostof the Mississippians now involved
first learned about co-ops in freedom school
classes or from civil rights workers who came
to their town, And the movement has helped
to breed a new self-confidence essential for
being one’s own boss,

Plans for more

So far only a few cooperatives are actually
operating inMississippi,but thereare plans for
more, Thebiggestnon-farm co-opis the Madi-
son County Sewing Firm in Canton, Miss,

The sewing cooperative got started last
winter when several Negro women got laid off
their jobs at the American Tent Company when
they registered to vote, Casting around for
something to do, they decided to put their sewing

skills to use by starting their own business,

““We wanted to get people out of white people’s
kitchens, explained Mrs, Idona Leavey,vice=-
president of the firm,

With the advice of a local minister and
several civil rights workers the women set up
a cooperative, modeled after a format they
found in a book about cooperatives,

Like all co-ops, the sewing firm runs onthe
principle that each member has only one vote,
no matter how many shares he owns, (This is
its main difference from a regular corporation,
where the man who owns the most shares has
the most influence,) All the shares belong to
the women who work at the firm, and they vote
on everything, from contracts to salary,

The firm actually began operating this sum-
mer in a cinder block building just outside of
town, Most of the money to get it started and
its 16 electric sewing machines were sent
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SPEAKER FROM THE NATIONAL SHARECROPPERS FUND DISCUSSES FARM COPERATIVES

As he talks, Nixon stares off into the dis-
tance, as though he were looking into the past,
He can recall conversations ten and 20 years
past, His heroes--Mrs, Eleanor Rooseveltand
Aubrey Willlams--dre the heroes of a past
generation,

Nixon is a large and powerfully-built man, At
66, his face is free of wrinkles, except for
the deep creases in his cheeks,

When he was young, his family was poor,
and he had to go to work when he was 14 years
old, His first opportunity to speak out came in
the 1920’s when he got a job asa Pullman por-
ter and joined the union,

“The white man in this townalways destroy=-
ed a Negro leader by threats or intimidationor
by taking his job,’” he says now, ] had a job
protected by organized labor, I don’t pin flow-
ers on myself, but I had the courage to fight
for things I thought were right,”?

As he fought for Negro gains, he became
one of the most important men in the commu-
nity, He was president of the Brotherhood of
Pullman Porters of Montgomery, and head of
the local NAACP for five years, He organized

the Montgomery Voters League, and during
World War II he managed to get a Negro USO

club established in Montgomery. In 1954, he
ran for Democratic ward committeeman a-
gainst a white man, and lost by only 31 votes,

Fall from power

Ironically, it was a protest he did much to
start--the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955--
that led to Nixon’s fall from power, Mrs, Rosa
Parks, the Negro seamstress who refused to
give up her bus seat to a white man, was Nix-
on’s secretary in the NAACP, When she was
arrested, he persuaded her to let her case be
used to test Alabama’s segregation law,

«1 felt we had a good case and we ought to
do something about it,” he says, So he suggest-
ed that the Negroes of Montgomery boycott the
buses,

# Almost anything I said at that time waslaw
and gospel,’” he says, “Mostpeople in Montgo-
mery followed my lead,”

When the leaders of the Montgomery NAACP
met to form a new organization, the Montgo-
mery Improvement Association, Nixon says,
the Rev, Ralph Abernathy suggested that Nixon
serve as president,

¢But I thought we should have someone who
was in town all the time, Since my job as Pull-
man porter kept me out of town a lot, I sug-
gested Rev, (Martin Luther) King for the job,

“He went on from there,”

As the boycott continued, Nixon began to feel
he was being mistreated by his followers,

‘During all the time of the protest,Iwas one
of the few lay peoples working, When I went
around the country and stayed off my job, I
lost time and didn’t get paid, People just didn’t
treat me like they did the ministers, The min-
isters kept being paid but the people forgot a-
bout me,

¢ After the boycott I began tobe pushed to the
back, When I saw what was happening, I just
resigned,’”” With that, Nixon retired from the
movement,

In ten years on the sidelines, Nixon has saved
up a lot of bitterness, He focuses muchof it on
Dr, King, and he constantly compares himself
with the young man who took his place in the
movement,

But if Nixon is bitter, he isnota beaten man,
Although he has lost his followers, he remains
convinced of his importance to the civil rights
movement.

“I hooked King up”

“Rev, King is a big man,” he says, “But
maybe he didn’t ever stop tothink that] select-
ed him for his position, Most people think he
came in and organized the whole boycott, but
that’s not true, I hooked King up,*’

To the former union head, Dr, King is too
middle-class to be a leader of the masses,

¢] think a laborer is closer to the people than
an educated man like apreacher, Rev, King has

never been down in thealleys; he has never been
with the people here, He is with the people who
can do for themselves, Kingfeels that what he’s
doing for the big man, he’s also doing for the
little man,

The common touch

“But you've got to have the common touch, I'm
concerned about helping the man who's never
had any help,””

In the past tenyears Nixon has not gone along
with the changes in the civil rights movement,
For him, the courtroom and the negotiating ta-
ble are still the main roads to progress.

“You can demonstrate all day, all night,and
all the next week, anditdoesn’t changea single
law until you go to court,” he says,

He feels that children especially should be
kept from demonstrating: #We Negroesare too
far behind now for the children to be missing
school, We need trade schools all over the coun-
try to fill in for the time they’ve lost during
demonstrations,””

But more than tactical differences separate
Nixon and the movement--the spirit, too, has
left him,

“] haven’t done anything worthwhile in the
last six or seven years,’” he says, “I don’t
want to be doing things at my own expense,

«I can't afford it.,”

MEMBERS OF THE MADISON COUNTY (MISS,; SEWING FIRM AT WORK

down from New York,

Sixteen women were hired to run the ma-
chines, The founders decided to give pref-
erence to people who worked as domestic ser-
vants, those who were fired because of par-
ticipating in civil rights, and those who were
especially poor,

The big break

Their big break came when they got a con-
tract from the Head Start program in Missis-
sippl to make clothes for the children, With
this contract, each worker was paid $60 per
week, of which half was given back to the firm
for maintenance, Throughout the summer, the
machines hummed, and 6000 smocks came
pouring forth,

Now, however, the sewing firm is introuble,
When the Head Start contract was completed,
the women got no other large contracts, They
have had a few small orders--12 shirts for a
local man, 10 handbags for a New Jersey woman,
a dress for a SNCC worker--but these areall,

As a result, wages have been cut to §15a
week, and even then the firm had to get a loan
to keep going, Four of the workers quit,

The firm’s future is uncertain, Before it
can break into the highly comovetitive com-
mercial clothing market, it will have to pro-
duce fast enough to meet the going rates, This
means buying another $10,000 worth of heavy
sewing machinery,

The big problem is where to get this money,
This week, Mrs, Maggie Douglas, the firm’s

president, will go to Washington to see about
a federal small business loan, Unless she can
get it, the firm may not survive,

But right now, the women are determined
to make a go of it, The Tent Company has
offered to rehire several of the women, “but
we're not going,” Mrs, Douglas said,

““Welre staying here, and if we fall, we'll
fall hard,”

One reason the Madison County Sewing Firm
has lasted this long is the loan it got from an
organization called the Poor People’s Corpora-
tion, Begun by a Mississippl SNCC worker, to
give poor people more control of their ownaf-
fairs, the organization gives loans and advice
to poor people who want to begin cooperatives,

Dues : 25 cents a year

Any poor person can become a member; the
dues are 25 centsa year, Money is raised from
private donations, largely from the North, It
is spent according toa vote of the 200 members
at meetings held several times each year,

At the first meeting eight groups applied for
loans, Most of them planned to make things
like leather pouches or belts, which require
little machinery and employ skills local people
either have or can easily learn,

Another kind of cooperative which the Poor
People’s Corporation supports is the agricul-
tural co-op, The problem infarming is not to
make more jobs but to make the existing jobs
pay better, Cooperatives do this by letting

farmers pay less for the things they need or
giving them more for what they sell,

Mississippl now has co-ops doing both, In
Madison County a group of farmers have joined
together to cut expenses, By buyingfertilizer
in bulk loads, they each pay less for their own
share,

Government Aid

These farmers also plan to save money by
setting up their own cotton gin, They have been
promised aFarmers Home Administration loan
by the federal government for this project, This
is one of the big advantages of a cooperative:
it often can get government help denied to indi-
vidual farmers,

A sellers' cooperative was set up this year
in Panola County, Miss, A groupofokra farm-
ers declded that the middle man who bought
their crop from them was taking too big a cut,
He was giving them only four cents per pound,
while he made up to ten cents per pound at the
market in Memphis, Tenn, So, these farmers
decided to process and sell the okra coopera-
tively, The result: this year they got five and
one-half cents per pound,

There are clearly limits to what the Missis-
sippi cooperatives can do, They have limited
skills, money, and managerial know-how, and
they will have to fight the white politicians
much of the way, But they show that Negroes
are now taking some healthy steps- -assuming

new risks in business so that they canbe their
own bosses,



Arrests Follow Ball Game

BY JASPER SNIPES

EUFAULA--All that the crowd was
expecting was a Friday night football
game between Opelika High School and
T. V. McClure of Eufaula, But before
the evening ended;

They had seen five people arrested,
and two others injured;

They had been sprayed with tear gas
by Eufaula police;

And many of them had gotten into the
act, by throwing bottles and bricks at
policemen andat the T, V, McClure High
School building,

By last Monday, people were being
arrested for protesting the arrest of
other people, who in turnwere protest-
ing the arrest of the five people Friday
night,

Early in last Friday’s game, seven
T, V., McClure students and another
demonstrator began picketing outside
the stadium, They carried signs pro-
testing poor equipment at the high
school, such as old typewriters and
worn football uniforms,

Bryant Foster, principal of T, V,
McClure, was inside the stadium watch-
ing the game, When he heard about the
picketers, Foster came out, tore up
their signs and told them tn leave the
campus,

News of Foster’s order was carried
to a mass meeting at nearby Eufaula
Academy, The meeting let out, and
everyone went over to see what was
happening at the stadium, They gath-
ered at the gate where Foster had or-
dered the picketers to leave, and they
began to sing freedom songs.

Many people at the game heard their
singing and came outside to join,

After the football game turned into a
freedom sing, 35 Eufaula policemenand
deputized white citizens drove to the
stadium,

Thev arrested five people--SCOPE
worker Larry Butler, SNCC worker

THINK

AND
GRIN

Bill: Did you hear about theaccident
at the army camp?

Jim: No, what happened?

Bill: A jeep ran over a popcorn hox
and killed two kernels,

Label on a package of vegetables:
Caution-=-Squash, Do Not Crush,

Billy: Who's the oldest settler inthe
West?

Milly: 1 don’t know, Who?

Billy: The sun,

Prosecutor to girl named June during
a courtroom trial: You tell *em, June,
and don't July,

Mother: James, you’ve beenfighting
again, You lost two of your front teeth,

James: Oh no, I haven’t, Mother, 1
have them in my pocket,

Jim: Why does Bob call his jalopy
ubab}ru'_;

Joe: Because itnever goesanywhere
without a rattle,

Dickie: Why does a milkman nse a
white horse?

Nickie: I don’t know, Why?

Dickie: To pull his wagon,

This is a new section of your paper,
If you like this section and would like it
to continue or would like to send In jokes
of your own, please write:

Arlam Carr Jr,
120 South Hall Street
Montgomery, Ala, 36104

POOR SCHOOLS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWQ)
13, We have to make our own fires

and sweep our own floors daily,

14, Poor classroom facilities.

We, as students, are saying that un-
less we do something about this condi-
tion now, our children will be going to
school under these same conditions,

Therefore, you can see why we are
protesting and why we wantour parents
to become registered voters,

(This was originally a letter, written
last March during a boycott of Wilcox
County high schools, A Lower Peach
Tree High School student gave the let-
ter to W, J, Jones, who was thenchair-
man of the Wilcox County school board,
There was never any reply to the letter,
Lower Peach Tree students say they
still have these grievances,)

* Space Stamps *
Are you interested in space-phila-
teley? The next 7-plus covers, cache-
ted, commemorating only the major
U.S, space achievements for $5.00 de-
posit, Includes subscription to the EX—
PLORER, space-philatelic newssheet
issued monthly, Separate 1ll-issue sub-
scription $3,00 mailed anywhere in the
world, SPACE CRAFT COVERS, P,0,
Box 2296, Huntington, W, Va, 25724,

Harvey’s Excelsior

BARBER AND BEAUTY SHOP

216 Monroe Street
Montgomery, Alabama

Scott Smith, Nelson Smith Sr,, Nelson
Smith Jr,, and Willle J, Smith,

Miss Mary D, Palmore was struck by
a policeman, She was taken toa hospi-
tal, but released an hour later, Ernest
Thomas, a spectator at the gameandat
the singing outside, was also struck,

After Miss Palmore was hit, a few
people in the crowd began to throw
bricks and bottles at the police, The
police responded by tossing tear gas.
More bricks and bottles were thrown,

Many of the large windows of the
nearby T,V,McClure high school build-
ing were broken, As much as 40 per
cent of the equipment in the school was
damaged,

Trial was held Monday for the five

Wallace Hits
U.S. in Talk

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
whom the federals have handed out a
certificate, You cannot require iden-
tification, You cannot require witness-
es to an #“X*" mark, .

“The certificate can be passed from
hand to hand andfrom person to person,
and it entitles the holder tovote, These
certificates can be bought and sold,”

In his suit, Wallace said local regis-
trars will not be ahle to*purge”? voting
lists of the names submitted by federal
examiners,

Civil rights leaders said they would
go on trying to get people to register,
despite the injanctions,

“This will have no bearing on our
continued effort to urge people to reg-
ister,” said theRev,F,D, Reese,pres-
idént of the Dallas County Voters
League,

Said the Rev, Arthur Days, head of the
Hale Couaty Improvement Association:

“wallace is upfor election next year,
If Negroes are registered, it will be def-
initely strike-out for his coming back
into office,” .

In his Sept, 9 speech, Wallace lam-
basted the U,S, Supreme Court, the Con-
gress and the President,

Of the Supreme Court, hesaid, “Iam
firmly convinced that the present United
States Supreme Court is the most rev-
olutionary force inthisnationtodav,,..

“1t is running the country by injunc-
tion, and instilling fear into the heart
of every man by thethreat of imprison-
meut, ...

About Congress: “Congress hasleg-
islated the abominable Civil Rights Act
of 1961 which destroys more personal
freedoms than any act of Congress in
the long history of this nation,

“It has also enacted an unhelievable
voting law , . , » The law passed by
Congress has every major provision
of the bill prepared by the commimists
in 1955,

About President Johnson: ¢‘When a
President of the United States goes on
nation-wide television and sings the
song of the communist street marchers
and their poor dupes ‘We Shall Over-
come,” he should have finished the
meaning of what these orgaaized, law-
less armies intend to overcome,

““For they mean, ‘Weshall overcome
local school boards, local law enforce-
ment, state legislatures , , , We shall
overcome city governments and the
structure of the separate states ,,,We
shall overcome civilizationestablished
by the will of the people and placeover
them the will of a central tyranny,’

The speech was widely viewed as the
kick-off of the governor’s bid for a sec-
ond term, He will have to change the
state constitution to succeed himself as
governor, and he may call another spe-
cial sessionafter this one tod» just that,

who had been arrested, Nelson Smith
Sr,’s case was continued, and Nelson
Smith Jr,’s was transferred to juvenile
court, Willle J, Smith was fined $100
and costs for disorderly conduct,

Larry Butler and Scott Smith were
found guilty on three counts--disor-
derly conduct, refusing to leave an un-
lawful assembly and resisting arrest,
On each conviction they were fined $100
and sentenced to six months in jail,

Their lawyer, Solomon S, Seay Jr,,
said they would post $390 bond and ap-
peal the ruling,

Last Saturday morning six picketers,
protesting the arrests and beatings of
the night before, were themselves ar-
rested at the Eufaula courthouse, They
were charged with failure to leave an
unlawful assembly,

When Monday arrived, almost noone
showed up for school at T,V,McClure,
Glass from shattered windows was
scattered all over the building, so clas-
ses could not be held, even for those
students who faithfully did come,

A hundred students, members of the
Youth Center, spent the day off ina pro-
test demonstration, Singing freedom
songs, they marched to the courthouse
to protest the weekend’s arrests,

Three of these demonstrators--wil-
liam Johnson, Willle Massey, and
James Robertson--were arrested and
charged with contempt of court,

Judge Jack Wallace was holding a
session inside the courthouse a‘ the
time of the march, It was charged that
Johnson, Massey, and Robertson were
in contempt of Judge Wai'ize’s court
for marching during the session,

Judge Wallace tried the three imme-
diately and found them guilty, He finerl
each of them $50, and sentenced them to
three dav/s in jail,

| Negro Voters

(CONT:NUED FROM PAGE ONE;
by then #to fare a good halanrce,

He said there would be Negro can-
didates,

“‘We would like to win,” said Mr,
Da’s, “but if we lose we would like
to share in the local government, If
we can’t get the sheriff, then give us
deputy sheriff, If we can’t get two on

the couneil, then give us one,””
Mr, Days said the recent civil rights

revolulion has beena¢‘training period’?
for members of both races,

“Sure, there will be some die-hards
in the white community,” he said, “but
the better-thiaking people have receiv-
ed training during this revolutionwhich
will enable us to work together har-
moniously,’?

Mississippi

[CON TINITED FROM PAE ONE)

Late Sundav the buses arrived i1
Washington, and we met the other people
who had come from all over Mississippi
for the Congressional Challenge,

Monday morning we went out to visit
Congressmen- -to tell our stories,

I went with a zroup to talk to-Con-
Zressman Clement Zablocki from Wis-
consin, He kept tryingtoavoidus, The
secretary said he wouldbebusy alldav,

But later on T saw him coming down
the hall, and I corneredhim, Finally he
agreed to listen to us, but for “justa
moment,*” Others in the group came
over and surrounded hira and started
throwing questions at him:

“What do you think of the Challenge?
How are vou going to vote?”

He answ2red that he hadn’t read all
the evidence vet,

He didn’t seem to be listening when
people told him that no Negroes had been
permitted on the ballot from which the
Mississippi congressmen were elected

MRS. THOMPSON
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LANIER’S PETE WILSON (10) TRIES A PASS

Selma Nips Lanier, 6-0 ;
Carver, Booker T. Win

BY DAVID TOAL AND HENRY GOSHA

MONT3OMERY--Underdog Parrish
of Selma scored early and held on for
a 6-0 victory over Lanier of Montgo-
mery in the high school game of the
week, :

In other Montgomery contests, Car-
ver High and Booker T, Washington won
their first games by lop-sided scores,
Carver beat its neighbor St, Jude 31 to
0, and B-oker T, smashed Laurel High
of Alexander City 49 0 0,

In the first quarter of the Lanier-
Parrish clash last Friday night in
Cramton Bew!, Selma’s Wayne Varda-
man leaped through the line to score
from half a yard out,

Marvin Jones' extra-point kick went
wide, and though nohodv knew it then,
that was the end of the scoring,

The second quarter almost showed
signs of excitement when Parrish
threatened to score again, They got as
close as the nine-yard line, but wound
up missing a field-goal try from thell,

Lanier’s only threat during the first
half began with halfback Dsvid Prick-
et’s 35-yard run from the Poets’ 20 to
the Parrish 13, Two plays later a p4ss
from Pete Wilson to Jimmy Lowden

Challenge .

last fall, or when they told him abouf the
harassmeat Mississippi Negroes often
face whea trying to register lo vote,

We were not the only group who had
difficulty in beinz heard by congress-
men, Manv FDP members weie upset
that the congressman weren’tlistening

They said thzv*] zo back and Keap
knosking, Bu: if the congressmen still
don’t listen to their stories, they said,
mavhe they?ll start marching to make
them listgn,

carried Lanier to the Parrish 18,
But Lanier ran out of gas on the 15,
During the last ten minutes of the

game, Lanier finally beganto move,

Lanier pushed toward Parrish’s goal
line, When it lookedas thouzh the Poets
had been stopped, Parrish fumbled the
ball right back again, and Lanier recov=
ered on the Parrish 35,

However, a Lanier running play lost
17 yards, and that was that,

Carver started slowly last Friday
night in Hornet Stadium, but the Wolv-
erines’ superior conditioning showedup
in the second half, -

As the contest ended, Carver was
scoring almost every time it got the
ball,

Carver’s Hilliard Brooks made two
flashy TD runs of 18 and 37 yards,

The Washington High School Yellow
Jackets jumped off to a triumphant grid
season by walloping the Laurel High
Hornets of Alexander City to the tune
of 49 to 0 last Saturdav night in Cram-
ton Bawl,

The Yellow Jackets' scoring started
early inthefirstquar:ier, whenquarter-
back Samua2l Harris tossed the pigskin
to Richard Moncrief, who scrambled
over from the 23-yard line, Edward
Nucklés booted the extra point,

The Jackets controlled the ball from
then on to the end of the game,

Booker T,’s high-stepping band, un-
der the direction of Farrel Duncombe,
performed with gusto during the half-

“time show,

“papa’s Got A Brand New Bag”
brought the spectators totheir feet with
a thunderous applausa, as the band
members and majorettes did some of
the latest dances, The band received
encore after encore upon the rendition '
of ¢‘Boot Leg,”
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PARRISH'S MARVIN JONES (30) MISSES FIELD GOAL

SERMON OF THE WEEK

(CONTINUED I'ROM PAGE TWO)
ond lesson, said Dr, Heltzel, for hedid
decide to rebuild has life,

Mack?s repentince and ¢ Paul’s big-
ness' allowoed Paul tosay at last, *“Take
Mark,"
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Montgomery, Ala.
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New Selma Group Aids/ Widows Can Now Get Benefits
From Social Security at Age 60

With Medical Problems

SELMA--Local Negroes here are
busy organizing a community-action
group to help the Negro community
deal with its medical and health care
problems,

The group, which is cailed thé Asso-
ciation for the Improvement of Medi-
cal Service (AIMS), 1is probably the
first of its kind in the Alabama Black
Belt,

It was started about a month ago,
when the Medical Committee for Hu-
man Rights, a group of Northern doc-
tors based in Selma, sponsored seve-
ral meetings in the Negro community to
discuss medical problems,

«We knew there was aproblem inthe
community,’” sald Mrs, Emma Johnson,
acting chairman of AIMS, “but we did-
n’t know what the community could do
to help solve it, The meetings were
where we saw the possibility ofa group
like this being formed,*

AIMS already has about ten active
workers, some with medical training,

As soon as it can get completely or=
ganized, Mrs, Johnson said, AIMS hopes
to:

1. Advise Negroes on how to takead-
vantage of available public health faci-
lities,

2, Press for improved and increased
health facilities available to Negroes,

3, Investigate and file complaints on
any discrimination in public health
care,

4, Provide medical information and
advice to the Negro community,

AIMS has already taken action intwo
areas,

AIMS workers were concerned about
poor Negroes who weren’t getting free
lunches at school, So they distributed
free-lunch applications for parents to
send to the Selma schools,

At Hudson High School alone, about
200 students brought forms to school,
They were given a letter to take home,

It said, “We are sorry that we donot
have sufficient federal funds or local
funds to furnish more free lunches than
we are now serving,” and was signed
by the school principal,

AIMS now hopes to appealtoU,S, Ag~-
riculture Department officials for more
money for the lunch program,

AIMS has also helped local Negroes
make appointments for free dental care
in the Dallas County Health Clinic, the
first time Negroeshave ever gone to the
dental clinic,

“They always thought the clinic was
for whiles only,” Mrs, Johnson said,

r first editorial;

“We just had to tell them it was for
Negroes too,’’

AIMS will start working towardall its
goals after a final organizational meet-
ing on Sept, 21 at 8 p.m,, at the Green
Street Baptist Church in Selma,

Mrs, Johnson said she hoped the en-
tire Negro community will join AIMSin
its work,

Wilkins, Others

L ] [ ] [ ]
Stress Initiative
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)

NAACP executive director Roy Wil-
kins said Saturday night that ¢¢in Watts
the whole story of the Negroin America

_is wrapped up,”

Speaking at the First Annual Human
Rights Dinner, he charged Negroes
moving out of the rural South to the
urban centers of the North and West
are taken advantage of by whites who
can prey on their lack of experience
in city life,

Yet, Wilkins and his colleagues also
insisted that things were getting better
all the time, They said Negroes must
begin looking for opportunities and not
let themselves be stopped In the strug-
gle for full rights,

On the other hand, Negroes were urg-
ed not to become complacent or apathet-
ic, now that the new laws have been
passed and ‘‘the wall is down,"” Said
the Rev, Alexander:

“Paying the cost (of first-class citi-
zenship) will mean that Negrobusiness-
men will have to stand on their ownfeet
in this competitive world, on the basis
of the services which they render tothe
consumer and of the capacity of the Ne-
gro manager to operate a sound enter-
prise,”

And in order to compete in the white
business world, speakers said, Negroes
will have to make use of every oppor=
tunity for education,

‘Keep your eyes on the Federal Ald
to Education Bill,” Wilkins advised his
audience, ‘*There is §$l billion coming
to the poor, Make yourself a nuisance
about these school funds,

“You will never make it in this world
--and neither will your children--with-
out an education,’”

Theodore Berry, of the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity, pointed out that Ala-
bama is eligible for $12,000,000 in com-
munity-action funds, “If youdon’ttake
advantage of it , , , it will go down the
drain, And the next year Congress
will remember that Alabama wasn’t
interested in taking it,”” he said,

If you area widow whose husband
worked under social security, you can
start getting social security benefits
when you are 60,

Up to now, a widow could not start
to get benefits until she was 62, unless
she was taking care of a dependent
child who was receiving survivors’
benefits,

To apply, you have to gotoyourlocal
social security office and fill out an
application, You will need proof of your
age (a birth certificate if you have one),
your marriage certificate, and, if you
have been divorced, a divorce certifi-
cate,

If you choose to start monthly bene-
fits when you are 60, you will receive
a smaller payment every month than if
you wait until you are 62, This is to
make up for the longer time youwillbe
getting benefits.

For example, if your husband’s aver-
age income was $3,600 a year and you
start getting social security payments
when you are 60, you will receive $80,50
a month,

If you wait until you're 61, you will get
$86,70 every month, And if you don’t
start until yow're 62, youwill get $92,80

each month,

Women whowork and earn more than
$1,200 a year cannot collect full bene-
fits,

If there are months beforeyouare 62
when you do not receive a full payment
because you have earned more than
$100, your payments will be higher after
you are 62, to make up the difference,

PHONE: 727-0360
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Welcome Students

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

A Paper for the People Read

The SOUTHERN COURIER is anindependent newspaper.

Our only responsibility is to our readers, the people of
Alabama., And our chief concern is the crucial problems
that confront Alabamians, We hope to provide accurate
information about these problems, and to supply a means
of communication for the people who are trying to solve
them.,

The SOUTHERN COURIER is independent of itsadver-
tisers, of politicians, of dogma, and of any particular
group or organization, We will point out merits and de~
merits wherever we find them, treating whites and
Negroes alike,

There are certain basic principles in which this news=-
paper believes, We believe that all men are entitled to
the equal protection of the laws and to equal justice in the
courts, We believe that all men are entitled to equal ed=-
ucational opportunities. We believe that the interests of
all people are best served by a democratic system of
government-~-and this means that all men, regardless of
race, color, or creed, are entitled to the right to vote,

With these principlesinmind,the SOUTHERN COURIER
cannot ignore the fact that most of Alabama’s Negroes
are denied these basic equalities. Therefore we will
publish information to help erase the injustices of segre=-
gation and prejudice.

Another major problem that Alabamians face is the
change from a rural to an industrial economy. Such a
change is painful, especially for those citizens who are
forced to leave the land but cannot find their rightful
place in the offices and factories of the cities. This, too
is a problem which the SOUTHERN COURIER will
examine,

Education and politics are also under new pressures
in Alabama, While the state is trying to expand and im=-
prove its school system, only 101 Alabama Negroes attend
school with whites, In politics, the state is beginning to
show signs of two-party activity., This change also de-
serves our attention,

While the SOUTHERN COURIER tries to fulfill its
responsibilities to its readers, we hope that you, the
reader, will feel a responsibility towards us, This is a
new paper, experimental in many ways, And part of the
experiment is to create a newspaper that responds to the
needs of its readers,

If you have ideas and c¢riticisms that will help us pro-
duce a better paper, by all means write us a letter or

, tell your suggestion to your local SOUTHERN COURIER
reporter or representative. If you know of a story that
should be reported, let us know about it, Our only purpose
is to serve you, and only you can tell us if we're doing
the job,

RALPH MeGILL, Publisher
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Reapportionment

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

Any plan passgd by the legislature would
probably be ruled on by the court,

Although there was little openrefer-
ence to the growing numbers of Negro
voters, the senators clearly had them in
mind during their dellberation this
week,

“This plan is designed to minimize
the problems that the southern part of
Alabama has that the northern part
doesn’t,’” a senator said of one propos-
al,

“Jf we of northern Alabama have to
put up with a few inconveniences to help
out southern Alabama, I'm prepared,””

Most of the senators favored a con-
stitutional amendment designed to make
sure that no Negroes would be elected
to the all-white Senate,

This plan, proposed by Senator Ros-
coe O, Roberts Jr,, of Madison County,
pairs the heavily Negro counties with
predominantly white ones,

The result is that no senatorial dis-
trict would have a majority of Negro
vqrers, and only one would even have a
majority of Negro residents,

Many senators felt that this plan,al-
though obviously discriminatory, would
stand up infederal courtbecause it does
create senatorial districts that are

eq .a’ .1 population,

Cenator Roberts’ plan has another
quirk, He uses the 1964 censusfigures
to figure outnumber of senators his own
county deserves, while all other coun-
tles are based on the 1960 census.

«Madison 1s growing sofast, I thought
we should use the most recent figures,”’
he explained,

As a result, Madison gets- an addi-
tional 56,000 people--and anextra sen-
ator,

The bill passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives to reapportion its **- /es
more representatives to the very pop-
ulous counties like Jefferson and Mo-
bile, And 1t combines the 20 smallest
counties into two-county districts, with
one representative each,

Like the Roberts bill in the Senate,
the House plan creates districts rough-
ly equal in population, But at leasttwo
of the new House districts would have
Negro voting majorities,

The Carlton Reese Singers
in concert
L,R, Hall Auditorium, Birmingham
6:30 p,m, Sunday, Sept, 26, 1965
Admission: (advance) $1,00
(at door) $L25
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MONDAY, JULY 19, 1965
o Eugene Patterson

An Admirable
New Newspaper

A group of college students led by
Harvard’'s Peter Cummings came South this
summer to put out a weekly newspaper (at 68
Electric Ave. NW, Atlanta). They brought a hard discipline instead
of easy conclusions and so their first issue of The Southern
Courier will bore and disappoint those conditioned readers who
take their civil rights nourishment from hallelujah pamphlets
or hate sheets.

But their beginning Is both admirable and remarkable. They
actually are trying to see the racial revolution whole. They are
writing it dispassionately and well. They are not trying to thread
up a magazine or television story line, or race newspapers to the
stereotyped crises. They are simplv moving around, primarily
in Alabama. and writing down what thev see.

They have a good ear. * ‘Tear out a sheet of paper from
this bovk, Annie." (said a voting registrar in Margeno County).

“The *Annie’ made her glance up quickly. She started to
speak but changed her mind. The registration went slowly on.”

They let these things fall naturally into their stories, as
naturally as any Southerner who is used to it. *“Sheriff T. Wilmer
Shields admitted using tear gas on his prisoners (inside the
Linden, Ala., jail). ‘I only used one or two squirts—just enough
for them to raise hell about it,’ the sheriff said.”

They withhold judgments and leave it to readers to have
their own feelings about the Lord's Day scene oulside the Baplist
church in Tuskegee *On July 4, Miss Altonia Baker, 20, was
slapped a number of times by a woman from the congregation”
with whom she had tried to worship.

There was the quote from an elderly Negro, Miss Julia Knott,
after a colton-dusting airplane sprayed civil rights demonstrators
standing in front of the First Baptist Church in Eutaw, Ala. The
spray burned her skin “'real bitter,” she said.

Such scenes are reported incidentally. Those who see nothing
newsworthy about this way of life can read right over them
because they aren’t pointed up by accusing fingers. These kids are
simply reporting

And David R Underhill's report on the strihe of collon
choppers in the Mississippi Delta 1s perhaps the best balanced
thing yet written about it. He knows that even if the Negroes
win the strike thev will, “in the long run, probably be no better
off " Machines are replacing them anvway.

Rut the planters don’t like the suddenness of the change. A
union and $1 25 per hour would turn the plantations into farms,
the bosses into employvers, and the darkies into independent men *
And most of the Negroes hesitale “'because they, like the planters,
are atfaid to lose their way of hie . . . It shelters them from
responsibilities that independent men must accept . . It s
secure povertv . .. A union . . . is asking them Lo take the 115k ol
being free men.”






